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INTRODUCTORY  LETTER. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee 


Health  Office, 

Feethams, 

Darlington. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  this  report,  I cannot  help  noting  the  extraordinary 
enthusiasm  and  interest  taken  in  every  aspect  of  our  health  work  during  the 
year  by  the  general  population.  The  requests  for  information,  for  talks  to 
organizations,  for  help  at  our  clinics  and  hospitals,  have  been  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  staff  throughout  the  whole  year,  and  in  spite  of  unemployment, 
depleted  finances  and  black  pessimism  in  many  quarters,  our  statistics  as 
a healthy  town  in  the  North  East  have  been  well  maintained. 

As  I pointed  out  last  year,  our  low  birth  rate  (15.6)  is  not  a subject  for 
lament,  while  I can  mention  with  pride  the  marked  reduction  in  general 
death  rate  from  12’5  to  11*2  in  spite  of  Influenza  during  the  first  quarter, 
the  welcome  fall  in  maternal  deaths  from  1 1 to  6,  the  lower  infantile  mortality 
rate  from  73  to  67  and  the  drop  in  the  still  birth  rate  from  61 ‘4  to  49*4. 
There  was  not  a single  death  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  or 
Encephalitis,  while  the  “childish”  infections.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
only  inflicted  7 deaths  in  all,  and  Tuberculosis  showed  a marked  decrease. 

As  a more  impressive  indication  of  the  general  health  conscience  in  the 
town,  I must  include  the  very  low  figure  for  deaths  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea — 
once  the  scourge  of  our  child  life  but  now  practically  non-existent,  owing 
mainly  to  more  efficient  motherhood  through  maternity  and  child  welfare 
work,  but  also  to  milk  inspection,  better  sanitation,  tarred  roads  and  the 
ousting  of  the  horse  by  the  motor  car.  For  the  past  few  years  this  latter 
disease  has  been  considerably  less  severe  in  Darlington  than  in  the  surrounding 
areas.  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  caused  four  cases  but  only  one  death  in 
Darlington,  while  we  treated  9 cases  from  surrounding  authorities  with  3 
deaths  in  our  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Though  under  no  direct  obli- 
gation, we  took  in  22  cases  of  Typhoid  from  Malton,  all  the  staff  gallantly 
volunteering  for  duty. 

The  returns  of  the  Census  taken  in  1931  have  come  to  hand  and  show  that 
Darlington  takes  first  place  in  the  North  East  in  the  matter  of  housing  and 
general  amenities,  and  while  acknowledging  isolated  instances  of  comparative 
slums  in  our  midst,  it  is  claimed  that  the  situation  is  well  in  hand  and  will 
be  shortly  improved  by  a foreseeing  council  exercising  its  })OAvers  under  the 
recent  legisation.  The  building  of  122  houses  by  the  Council  on  the  Hundens 
estate  at  the  economic  rental  of  5s.  5d.  to  6s.  8d.  has  done  much  to  stimulate 
private  builders  in  erecting  small  working  class  dwellings,  as  well  as  the 
larger  type  of  house.  The  solution  of  slums  and  the  excessive  rent  problem 
lies  in  provision  of  adequate  cheap  houses  of  modern  design. 


The  ancillary  health  services  have  been  enhanced  by  (a)  opening 
of  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  and  closing  of  approximately  20  private  ones, 
(/;)  the  completion  of  the  water  carriage  system  throughout  the  town,  over 
7,000  privy-ash])its  having  been  converted  in  the  j:>ast  live  years  (c)  the 
o))ening  of  the  new  Swimming  l^ath  and  Public  Hall  alongside  the  old  bath, 
(d)  the  extension  of  the  Free  Library  and  (e)  the  o))ening  of  the  Xew  Meniorial 
Hospital,  with  medical,  surgical,  children’s  and  s])eeial  departments.  As  a 
sequel  to  the  latter  item,  the  purchase  of  the  old  hospital  by  the  Corporation 
for  the  purpose  of  centralizing  Health  Administration  and  Services  under 
one  roof,  has  been  a very  much  needed  step  in  our  j)rogress  in  Darlington. 
It  is  hoped  that  when  the  new  Out-patients’  department,  laundry  and  other 
buildings  at  the  new  Hos])ital  are  completed  at  the  end  of  1988,  that  oeeu- 
])ation  will  be  open  to  us  for  this  co-ordination  and  ])artieularly  for  the 
extension  of  our  Maternity  «nd  Child  AVclfare  Scheme. 


The  opj)ortunity  of  transferring  our  Clinical  Tuberculosis  work  Ironi  the 
County  Council  now  presents  itself  in  this  re-organization,  but  our  cordial 
relations  with  the  County  will  still  be  maintained  in  mutual  arrangements 
for  Sanatorium  treatment  and  Dispensary  servdees  for  the  neighbouring 
county  area.  Adecpiate  aeeomniodation  for  the  early  acute  young  adult 
type  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  still  lacking,  but  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  Local  Authorities  are  in  consultation  on  the  matter.  With  our  maternity 
and  child  welfare  work,  nursery  schools  and  classes,  open-air  schools,  care 
committee  work  and  general  hoTising  improvement,  and  the  periodic  medical 
supervision  becoming  more  generalized,  one  looks  forward  to  earlier  diagnosis 
and  j)rom])t  treatment  in  the  eradication  of  this  disease  from  our  midst. 


It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  I have  to  record  the  death  of  Dr.  John 
Currie,  D.S.O.,  late  I^oor  Law  and  Public  Assistance  Medical  Ollicer  and 
Pul)lic  Vaccinator.  A gallant  soldier  in  the  Great  War,  to  the  detriment  of 
his  health,  and  an  enthusiastic,  intensely  sympathetic,  colleague  during  the 
])ast  seven  years  with  us  in  Darlington,  he  has  passed  on,  leaving  the  world 
richer  with  a sweet  memory  of  his  self  sacrilicing  personality.  Dr.  Wormald, 
his  Deputy,  is  continuing  the  work  for  this  vear. 


I ha\x  once  more  the  pleasure  of  exj)ressing  my  aj)j)reeiation  of  the 
devotion  to  duty  of  all  members  of  my  staff  during  a very  dillicult  year  and 
I also  wish  to  acknowledge  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
courtesy  extended  to  me  at  all  times. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


GEOUGK  A DAWSON. 
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HEALTH 

Alderman  Dr.  D.  L.  Fisher, 
D.S.O.,  J.P.  {Chairman). 
Alderman  A.  J.  Best,  J.P. 
Couneillor  H.  P.  Bell,  J.P. 
Couneillor  M.  Gallagher. 
Councillor  Pearson  Harrison. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 

Alderman  Dr.  D.  L.  Fisher, 
D.S.O.,  J.P.  {Chairma7i). 
Alderman  A.  J.  Best,  J.P. 
Councillor  H.  P.  Bell,  J.P. 
Councillor  Pearson  Harrison. 
Councillor  T.  E.  Hudson. 
Councillor  B.  Jackson. 


COMIVIiTTEE. 

Councillor  T.  E.  Hudson. 
Councillor  B.  Jackson. 
Councillor  J.  W-.  Richardson. 
Councillor  J.  H.  Taylor. 
Councillor  A.  Trees. 
Councillor  J.  Waters. 

WELFARE  SUB-COIVlIVlITTEE. 

Councillor  J.  W.  Richardson. 
Councillor  A.  Trees. 
Councillor  J.  Waters. 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Leach,  J.P. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Fleetham. 

Mrs.  M.  SUTHERING. 

Miss  L.  Trinham. 


MATERNITY  (Special  Gases)  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Alderman  Dr.  D.  L.  Fisher, 
D.S.O.,  J.P.  {Chairman). 


Alderman  A.  J.  Best,  J.P. 
Councillor  H.  P.  Bell,  J.P. 


HOSPITAL  VISITING  ROTA  SUB-COMMITTEES. 
November,  December,  January,  May,  June,  July. 


Alderman  Dr.  D.  L.  Fisher, 
D.S.O.,  J.P.  {Chairman). 
Alderman  A.  J.  Best,  J.P. 
Councillor  M.  Gallagher. 


Councillor  T.  E.  Hudson. 
Councillor  J.  H.  Taylor. 
Councillor  J.  Waters. 


February,  March,  April,  August,  September,  October. 


Alderman  Dr.  D.  L.  Fisher, 
D.S.O.,  J.P.  {Chairman). 
Councillor  H.  P.  Bell,  J.P. 
Councillor  Pearson  Harrison. 

MEDICAL  AND  NURSING 

Alderman  T.  E.  B.  Bates, 
O.B.E.,  J.P.  {Chairman). 
Alderman  Dr.  D.  L.  Fisher, 
D.S.O.,  J.P. 


Councillor  B.  Jackson. 
Councillor  J.  W.  Richardson. 
Councillor  A.  Trees. 


Alderman  A.  J.  Best,  J.P. 
Alderman  C.  H.  Leach, 
M.B.E.,  M.A. 
Councillor  IL  Maw,  J.P. 


SERVICES  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 


TUBERCULOSIS  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Alderman  Dr.  D.  L.  Fisher, 
D.S.O.,  J.P.  {Chairman) 
Alderman  A.  J.  Best,  J.P. 


Councillor  T.  E.  Hudson. 
Coimcillor  J.  Waters. 
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STAFF. 

GEORGE  A.  DAWSON,  M.D.,  D.IML,  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health,  School 
Medical  Ofilcer,  &c. 

ANDREW  McFARLANE,  M.D.,  M.R.G.P.,  D.IMI.,  Dei)iity  Medical  Ollicer 
of  Health,  Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Ollicer,  Assistant  School  Medical 
Ollicer. 

JOHN  CURRIE,  D.S.O.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  R.Se.,  District  Medical  Ollicer, 
Medical  Ollicer  Municipal  Hos])ital  ; Public  Vaccinator.  (Died  12th 
July,  1932). 

CONSTANCE  C.  ROBERTSON,  M.B.,  H.S.  (j)art-tinie).  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Oflieer,  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

THOS.  L.  WORMALD,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (j)art-tinie).  Deputy  Medical  Ollicer, 
Municipal  Hospital ; Obstetrician,  General  Hospital.  At  present 
Acting  Medical  Ollicer  Municipal  Hosj)ital  and  Public  Vaccinator. 

J.  L.  LIDDELL,  L.D.S.,  School  and  Maternity  and  C'hild  Welfare  Dental 
Ollicer. 


C.  G.  HILL,  M.R.C.V.S.  (part-time).  Veterinary  Surgeon,  Milk  and  Dairies 
Orders. 


C.  J.  11.  STOCK,  H.Se.,  F.I.C.  (})art-tinic).  Public  Analyst. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

A.  E.  Wade,  C.R.San.L,  Senior  Sanitary  Ins|)eetor  ; Certilieatetl  Meat 
Inspector  ; Inspector,  Food  and  ilrugs  Acts,  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  Shops  Acts,  Rag  Flock,  Milk  and  Dairies,  Fertilisers  and 
Feeding  Stuffs,  Farm  Produce  and  Marks,  Acts,  Rat  Ollicer. 

G.  Latimer,  C.R.San.L,  Meat  and  Food  Ins])eetor’s  Certilieate,  R.S.I. 
G.  V.  Penn,  C.R.San.L  (J.H.),  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certilieate 

R.S.I. 

A.  W.  R.  Turnbull,  C.R.San.L  (J.H.),  A.R.San.L,  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector’s  Certilieate,  R.S.I. 

W.  L.  Monks,  C.R.San.L  (J.B.),  A.R.San.L,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  R.S.I. 

Health  Visitors  : — 

Miss  K.  Bishop,  C.M.B.,  CMtSaa.I.  (S.I.,  II. \-.  mul  S.X.),  Senior 
Health  Visitor. 

Miss  A.  M.  McIlwaine,  C.M.B.,  S.R.N. 

Miss  E.  H.  Fleetiiam,  C.M.B.,  S.R.N.,  C.R.San.L  (J.B.)  (new  H.V.). 
Miss  H.  Patton,  C.M.B.,  C.R.San.I.  (J.B.)  (new  H.V.). 
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Clerical  and  OfTice  Staff. — E.  C.  Stainsby  (Chief  Clerk),  Miss  F.  Gibbon, 
Miss  E.  Stephenson,  I.  Burnley,  Miss  D.  FIutton,  E.  Canham. 

Vaccination  Oflieer,  Registrar  of  Births,  &e. — J.  O.  Tomlin. 

^'enereal  Diseases  Orderly — T.  Litton. 

Disinfector  (part-time) — R.  Johnson. 

Rat  Catcher  (part-time) — R.  Burnside. 

]M.  and  C.W.  Home  Helps. — Miss  A.  Brockhill,  also  Rota  of  Part-time 
Temporary  Home  Helps. 


iMatron,  Infectious  Diseases  and  Smallpox  Hospitals.- — Miss  Flora 
Kinnear,  S.R.N.  (General  and  Fever). 

Superintendent  Nurse,  Municipal  Hospital. — Miss  A.  Moran,  S.R.X.,  C.M.B. 

Mental  Welfare  Supervisor,  &e. — Miss  Holmes,  B.Litt. 

Infant  Protection  Visitor. — ^^liss  V.  I.  Smiles  (part-time). 


COMPARATIVE  GOST  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


198*2 

1981 

d. 

d. 

(General  Sanitary  Expenses  .... 

— 

‘2-740 

2-788 

Venereal  Diseases 

-714 

-752 

Afaternity  and  Child  Welfare.... 

‘2-108 

2-] ‘20 

Tubereulosis 

.... 

8-518 

8.524 

Infeetions  Diseases  Hospitals.... 

— 

8-4‘2‘2 

8-004 

Baths 

.... 

-004 

-598 

Housing.... 

o 

.... 

1 -090 

1-094 

Elementary  Pklueation 

.... 

80-200 

....  82-710 

Higher  Edneation 

.... 

12-278 

....  18-140 

Library  and  Museums.... 

.... 

8-854 

8-422 

Parks  and  Reereation  (Grounds 

.... 

5-006 

0-854 

Cemeteries 

.... 

2-944 

8-744 

Sewage  Dis])osal 

.... 

7-090 

9-420 

Roads,  Maintenanee  .... 

15-004 

....  10-888 

,,  Improyements 

.... 

8-880 

0-742 

,,  Cleansing 

.... 

4-448 

4-598 

„ Lighting  

— 

2-994 

2-954 

Cleansing  Ashpits 

0-000 

()-080 

Town  Hall,  M irkets  .... 

.... 

1-252 

2-000 

Eire  Brigade 

.... 

1-884 

2-070 

Welfare  of  Afflieted  Persons  .... 

8-824 

2-018 

Publie  Assistanee 

18-800 

....  20-780 

l\)lice  .... 

0-982 

8-810 

Administration  of  Justiec 

.... 

1-018 

1-048 

Salaries  and  Administration 

.... 

2-880 

8-220 

Representation  of  Peo})le’s  Act 

.... 

-80 1 

-878 

Assessment  Committee 

.... 

-280 

-280 

Miscellaneous 

.... 

Cr.  1-218 

5-718 

149-842 

....  100-482 

Less  Exchequer  Grants,  &c. 

.... 

41-842 

....  88-482 

Rate  Lcyied  ....  108 -OOO 

....  128-000 

One  Penny  represents  ,£l,790. 

10/8 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

Height  above  sea  level,  100-240  feet. 

Area  of  Borough  in  acres,  0,409. 

Resident  Population  (1931  Census),  72,093. 

- 

,,  ,,  (R.  G’s.  estimate  1932),  7 

2,820. 

Inhabited  houses  (March,  1933) — 

Dwelling  Houses  .... 

....  17 

,727 

Dwelling  Houses  and  Shops 

771 

Tenements 

.... 

435 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses 

.... 

70 

19 

,003 

Rateable  value,  £405,008. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate,  £1,790. 

1932 

1931 

Registered  Unemployed 

7,540 

0,204 

Poor  Law  Relief  Cases 

1,201 

993 

Birth  Rate 

15.0 

15.3 

Death  Rate 

11.2 

12.5 

Natural  Increase 

310 

207 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

07 

73 

Still  Birth  Rate 

49.4 

01.4 

Deaths  from  Measles  .... 

5 

4 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

2 

8 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

2 

5 

,,  ,,  Scarlet  Fever  .... 

0 

2 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria 

0 

3 

„ „ Typhoid  

0 

0 

,,  ,,  Influenza 

10 

41 

,,  ,,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

09 

78 

,,  ,,  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

15 

,,  ,,  Cancer  .... 

84 

83 

,,  ,,  Circulatory  Diseases 

230 

273 

Deaths  under  4 weeks.... 

42 

40 

Deaths  05  years  and  over 

327 

391 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

11 

EXTRACTS  FROM  1931  CENSUS  RETURNS. 

The  population  of  Darlington  has  increased  from  58,814  in  1011,  to 
00,847  in  1921  and  72,080  in  1931,  showing  the  largest  intereensal  increase 
of  all  the  C'ounty  Boroughs  in  Durham.  The  increase  of  7.8%  since  1921 
is  made  u])  0.4%  by  births  and  1.4%  by  migration.  Three  of  the  county 
Boroughs  lost  po])ulation  presumably  through  the  eontinued  industrial 
depression. 
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The  density  of  population  ])er  aere  shows  some  interesting  eontrasts. 
In  1921  it  was  14.3  j)ersons  ])er  aere  while  in  1931  due  mainly  to  the  extension 
of  the  borough  in  1930  it  was  11,1  while  the  eorres))onding  figures  of  the 
neighbouring  County  lloroughs  in  Durham  vary  from  25.3  up  to  39.1. 


In  order  to  show  how  exaetly  housing  needs  have  been  met  for  the  in- 
erease  of  population,  private  families  inereased  from  14,483  to  18,309  during 
the  ten  years  while  separate  dwellings  were  inereased  from  13,034  to  17,502 — ■ 
inerease  of  families  3,826,  inerease  of  houses  3,808.  The  number  of  ])ersons 
per  room  in  1921  was  1.07  and  .91  in  1931,  a very  marked  improvement, 
com.pared  with  the  figures  of  our  neighbours  whieli  vary  from  1.00  up  to 
1.23  per  room.  A better  indieation  of  the  general  housing  of  our  jiopulation 
is  shown  in  the  number  of  families  of  three  or  more  persons  who  are  oeeu])ying 
one  room.  In  1921  it  was  190,  and  yet  in  spite  of  our  inerease  of  ])opulation 
and  our  hard  eeonomie  eonditions  there  Avere  only  178  in  1931 — less  than 
1%  of  total  families,  eompared  with  eontrasting  figures  in  other  County 
Boroughs  of  4%  to  6%  of  the  total  families. 


The  population  in  the  various  wards  : — 


Per 

Eami- 

Persons 

Acres. 

Persons. 

aere. 

lies. 

per  room 

Central  .... 

• > . * 

200 

9,514 

47-0 

2,240 

1-16 

Cockerton 

1,030 

7,355 

7-1 

1,970 

0-87 

Eastbourne 

771 

8,581 

11-1 

2,102 

0-95 

Harrowgate 

Hill 

405 

7,182 

15-4 

1 9 / / / 

1-07 

North  East 

1,728 

0,081 

3-9 

1,(500 

1-01 

Northgate 

.... 

125 

i , ht  o 

59-8 

1,949 

0-92 

North  Road 

203 

7,241 

35-7 

1 ,709 

1-14 

Pierremont 

149 

5,028 

37-8 

1,545 

0-79 

South  .... 

085 

0,098 

8-9 

1,030 

0.70 

West  .... 

1,113 

0,328 

5-7 

1 ,055 

0-01 

Total 

The  average  size 

0,409 

of  the  dwell 

72,080 

ings  is  4-41 

11-1 

rooms,  of 

18,309 

families 

0-91 

})er  dwelling 

^ ^ j r 1-y,  ivji  17UI1U11H  v<.nuu\ 

the  res})eetive  figures  are  3’93,  I’ll  and  4-04.  The  ])0])ulation  in  Darlingtoli 
living  more  than  two  ])ersons  i)er  room  is  f)-70%  of  the  total,  in  eontrast  with 
figures  of  16-74%  to  29-31%  in  neighbouring  County  Boroughs.  One  is 
driven  to  eonelude  from  this  that  our  housing  is  easily  the  best  in  the  County. 


An  interesting  fact  which  has  a decided  influenee  on  our  mortality  figures 
comes  to  light  in  perusing  the  summary  of  our  poj)ulation  at  different  age 
groups.  It  has  been  known  for  some  time  tluit  Darlington  with  all  its 
amenities  was  a very  desirable  place  for  domicile  in  retirement  in  the  cvenimy 
of  life.  The  Census  shows  that  17  i)er  1,()()()  of  our  residents  are  aged  75 
years  and  over,  the  actual  figures  being  0 over  95  years,  32  from  90  to  95\ears, 
94  from  85  to  90  years,  299  from  80  to  85  years  and  780  from  75  to  80  years! 
The  bearing  which  this  has  on  our  death-rates  eompared  with  other  toAvns 
may  be  indicated  by  pointing  out  that  the  usual  proportion  of  persons  75 
years  and  over  in  the  neighbouring  towns  is  13  per  1,000,  i.e.,  a margin  of 
4 per  1,000  against  Darlington. 
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Summary  of  Census  Returns. 


Pop.  per 
acre 

Persons 

per 

Room 

Families 
of  3 or 
more  in 

Size  of 
Family 

% Pop. 
more  than 
2 per 

Resident 

over 

75  years 

Gateshead 

39.1 

1.23 

one  room 

2,000 

3.96 

room 

28.60 

per  1,000 

13 

Sunderland 

29.5 

1.22 

2,800 

3.80 

26.34 

14 

South  Shields 

35.6 

1.18 

1,320 

3.91 

29.31 

13 

West  Hartlepool  .... 

25.3 

1.00 

456 

3.99 

16.74 

13 

Darlington 

11.1 

0.91 

178 

3.82 

9.76 

17 

Persons  72,086  increase  of  5,289  or  7.H%  since  1921  the  largest  in  Durham. 

Private  families,  18,309.  Structurally  separate  dwellings  17.502. 
Rooms  77,179. 

Families  more  than  2 ])er  room  density  1,021 — 5.58%  compared 
with  10%-19%  in  neighbouring  County  Boroughs. 

]’o})ulation  more  than  2 })er  room  density  6,823 — 9.76%  compared  with 
17%-29%  in  neighbouring  County  Boroughs. 

The  age  eonstitution  of  the  po])ulation  has  changed  considerably  since 
1881  when  the  first  figures  were  published.  Then  the  largest  five  year  group 
was  the  first  one,  in  1921  it  was  the  third  and  to-day  it  is  the  fourth,  or  the 
15  to  20  year  olds.  This  can  all  be  attributed  to  our  falling  birth  rate. 

In  the  old  age  groups  where  only  7.8  per  1,000  population  were  living 
in  1881,  75  years  and  over,  today  the  figure  is  17  per  1,000,  showing  how  our 
better  sanitary  conditions  and  general  education  are  prolonging  life’s  span. 


Proportions  per 

1,000  of  population 

in  Age  Groups  : — 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

Under  5 years 

146 

120 

114 

113 

91 

77 

5—  

132 

121 

107 

104 

98 

87 

10—  

109 

118 

100 

97 

102 

87 

15—  

104 

111 

104 

93 

97 

88 

20—  

90 

96 

102 

87 

85 

83 

25—  

80 

79 

91 

90 

76 

81 

30—  

67 

65 

75 

83 

73 

75 

35—  

60 

59 

64 

74 

74 

70 

40—  

53 

49 

53 

61 

71 

66 

45—  

41 

47 

47 

50 

63 

66 

50—  

37 

42 

41 

42 

51 

61 

55—  

26 

30 

32 

32 

40 

52 

60—  

23 

25 

28 

26 

31 

40 

65—  

14 

17 

18 

21 

22 

30 

70—  

11 

12 

12 

15 

15 

20 

75—  

5 

5 

7 

8 

8 

11 

80—  

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

85—  

0.6 

0.6 

0.7 

1 

1 

1.4 

90—  

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.5 

95—  

— 

— 



— 

0.1 

13 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  town  is  ])leasantly  situated,  elose  to  tlie  River  Tees,  ranging  from 
100  to  240  feet  above  sea-level.  Protected  on  all  sides  by  high  ground  the 
elimate  is  mild,  condneing  to  a profusion  of  vegetation,  whieh  is  demonstrated 
to  advantage  in  the  o})en  s])aees  and  parks  of  whieh  there  is  ample  provision 
in  all  ])arts  to  the  extent  of  240  aeres.  AVhile  it  is  the  natural  hub  of  the 
railways  and  a marketing  eentre  of  a rieh  agri(*ultural  area,  of  South  Durham 
and  North  Riding,  its  inhabitants  are  ])rinei])ally  oeeu])ied  in  highly  skilled 
trades  eonneeted  with  railway  engineering,  bridge  building,  heavy  forge 
castings,  wool  spinning,  and  more  recently  the  Imperial  Chemical  Industries 
at  Billingham  and  Chemical  Insulating  Company  at  Coekerton.  Trade 
depression  has  unfortunately  led  to  the  inevitable  ])criod  of  unemployment 
in  whieh  the  town  finds  itself  at  present,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  7,540 
]:)ersons  were  unemployed  as  kindly  given  me  by  Mr.  Hommert  from  the 
Register  of  the  P^xehange  : men  6,723,  boys  236,  women  383,  girls  198. 

Poor  Law  Relief.  -I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  .1.  Shaw,  Public  Assistance 
Officer  for  the  followinir  fimires  : — 

o o 

The  number  of  jiersons  in  reeeijit  of  relief  on  the  1st  January,  ]933, 
was  207  in  Institutions,  699  widows,  siek  and  disabled  persons,  and  355 
unemployed,  total,  1,261,  compared  with  993  last  year,  and  2,937  in  1921, 
whieh  was  the  highest  during  the  ])ast  ten  years. 

Influence  on  Health.  The  town  |)rides  itself  in  its  reputation  for  cleanli- 
ness, wide  well-paved  streets,  and  highly  skilled  artizan  jiopulation.  The 
health  statistics  have  eharactcristies  usually  associated  with  residential 
southern  towns  rather  than  the  industrial  north.  It  docs  not  ajipcar  that 
any  particular  occupation  is  exercising  its  inlluenee  in  lowering  the  iniblie 
health. 


Live  Births  (Corrected  for  Transfers)  : — 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

....  1,070 

539 

531  ( 

1 B.R. 

])er  1,000  ])opulation 

Illegitimate 

63 

27 

36  1 

\ 15.6. 

Still  Births 

56 

31 

22 

Rate 

4‘).4. 

per  1,000  total  births, 

Deaths  .... 

817 

451 

3()6 

D.H. 

11.2. 

per  1,000  population 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  jiregnaney  and  (>hild-birth,  from 
sepsis,  4 ; other  causes,  4.  Registrar  (ieneral’s  figures  3 and  3 resjieetively. 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  ; — 

All  Infants  ])er  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  })er  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  .... 


67 

62 


159 

5 

<> 

‘> 
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CORONER’S  INQUESTS. 

There  were  33  inquests  on  Darlington  residents,  7 outside  Darlington  and 
16  on  deaths  transferable  to  other  areas.  Post  mortems  were  held  in  19 
eases  ineluding  10  transfers.  Eight  deaths  were  suieidal,  seven  men  and  one 
woman  ehoosing  this  method  of  deliberately  leaving  this  life.  Street  acei- 
dents  and  other  violenee  from  outside  eauses  aeeounted  for  26  deaths  com- 
pared with  16  last  year,  indicating  the  added  dangers  from  growing  streams 
of  fast  modern  transport. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

Deaths  not  certified  by  a medical  practitioner  but  in  which  the  Coroner 
was  satisfied  that  there  was  no  further  investigation  required  numbered  51 
of  whom  five  were  outward  transfers.  Ten  of  these  were  among  children 
under  one  year  of  age.  Unfortunately,  the  indefinite  nature  of  the  terms 
used  to  describe  the  cause  of  death  leads  to  much  difficulty  in  classification 
and  one  would  often  welcome  a detailed  post  mortem  inquiry  with  a Coroner’s 
certificate  in  such  instances  to  ensure  greater  accuracy  in  determination  of 
cause. 

DEATHS  IN  INSTITUTIONS. 


Municipal  Hospital 

Residents. 

88 

Others. 

7 

Total. 

95 

The  Memorial  Hospital  .... 

7 

9 

16 

General  Hospital 

87 

53 

140 

Borough  Hospital 

12 

7 

19 

Nursing  Homes  .... 

9 

12 

21 

Totals  .... 

203 

88 

291 

In  other  Institutions 

31 

— 

31 

Proportion  of  residents  in  Institutions  (234)  to  total 
deaths  of  Darlington  residents  (909) 

29% 

Comparative  Table  of  Vital  Statistics,  1920-1932, 


Birth-Rate. 

Death-Rate. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Estimated 

Dar- 

England 

Dar- 

England 

Dar- 

England 

Year. 

Population. 

lington. 

& Wales. 

lington. 

& Wales. 

lington. 

& Wales. 

1920 

66,610 

25.8 

25.4 

12.4 

12.4 

92 

80 

1921 

66,400 

23.9 

22.4 

12.3 

12.1 

98 

83 

1922 

66,710 

22.6 

20.6 

14.1 

12.9 

98 

77 

1923 

67,390 

21.5 

19.7 

11.9 

11.6 

67 

69 

1924 

68,690 

20.2 

18.8 

12.7 

12.2 

94 

75 

1925 

69,130 

18.6 

18.3 

12.7 

12.2 

106  * 

75 

1926 

70,700 

17.9 

17.8 

11.9 

11.6 

91 

70 

1927 

71,430 

16.1 

16.7 

11.6 

12.3 

67 

69 

1928 

71,560 

15.9 

16.7 

10.4 

11.7 

59 

65 

1929 

71,790 

16.8 

16.3 

13.1 

13.4 

81 

74 

1930 

72,380 

16.8 

16.3 

11.5 

11.4 

76 

60 

1931 

72,750 

15.3 

15.8 

12.5 

12.3 

73 

66 

1932 

72,820 

15.6 

15.3 

11.2 

12.0 

67 

65 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


The  Medical  Ollieer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Ollieer,  and  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  so  that  co-ordination  is  attained 
in  administration  of  the  different  branches.  Moreover  by  inter-weaving  of 
the  Maternity  and  Child  AVelfarc  Service  with  Xursery  Schools  and  Classes, 
the  School  Medical  Service,  the  Open-air  Schools,  the  Tuberculosis  and  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinics,  much  more  efficient  treatment  is  ensured  for  the 
patients  by  easy  inter-consultation  of  staff.  The  recent  purchase  of  the  old 
Hospital  at  Greenbank  will  further  centralize  our  munici])al  services  and 
bring  all  under  one  roof. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CORPORATION  EMPLOYEES. 


Medical  examinations  of  members  of  the  staff  and  of  a})})licants  for 
posts  in  the  following  Cor))oration  De])artments  made  during  the  year  by 
the  Medical  Ollieer  of  Health  show  a marked  increase,  due  to  the  general 
expansion  of  municipal  activities  and  superannuation  : — 

Tramways  and  Transport  Department 
Dorough  Surveyor’s  Department 
Education  Department 
Borough  Accountant’s  De})artmcnt 
(ias  Work’s  Department 
Electricity  De})artment 
Borough  Fever  Hosjntal 
Public  Assistance  De))artment 
Health  Department 
Public  Library  De])artment 

Fire  Station  Department  ....  ....  i 

Town  C'lerk’s  De])artment  ....  ....  ....  i 


Total 


36 

21 

8 

Mi' 

a 

5 

4 

‘> 
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POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  OUT-RELIEF. 

The  late  Dr.  J.  Currie,  D.S.O.,  transferred  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer, 
was  a full-time  official  acting  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Institution,  Out-door 
Medical  Officer,  and  Public  Vaccinator  to  the  County  Borough,  and  a small 
contiguous  area  of  Darlington  Hural  District,  by  arrangement.  A inornimT 
session  is  held  at  the  Local  Ihiblic  Assistance  Oflicc  for  (‘ases  referred  by  the 
Relieving  Officers  or  others.  Admission  to  the  Munici))al  Hos])ital  is  prac- 
tically limited  to  eases  of  destitution  from  the  district.  Dr.  T.  I..  AVorniald 
is  acting  temporarily  until  the  end  of  this  year. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

Prudhoe  Colony,  under  a Joint  Management  Committee  ap})ointed  by 
neighbouring  Authorities,  Sunderland,  (Litcshcad,  Tynemouth,  West 
Hartlepool,  Middlesbrough  and  Darlington,  provides'  us  with  our  share  of 
about  30  beds  for  educable  cases.  Extensions  are  being  carried  out  for  the 
accommodation  of  low  grade  cases,  while  the  Board  of  Control  have  "ranted 
^ temporary  licence  for  21  at  the  Municipal  Hospital. 
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A Local  Voluntary  Committee  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Association 
(Secretary,  Miss  L.  I.  Holmes,  B.Litt.)  undertakes  the  supervision  and 
organisation  of  the  Occupation  Centres  for  low  grade  and  sueh  suitable 
cases  at  the  Kendrew  Street  School,  the  Municipal  Hospital  and  the  Hope 
Wilson  Institute. 


Particulars  of  Mental  Defeetives  as  on  1st  January,  1933  : — 


(A.)  “Subject  to  be  dealt  with”  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(B.)  Who  may  become  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  by  the  Local  Authority. 


A. — Number  of  Cases  “Subject  to  be  dealt  with”  : — 


1. 


2. 

3. 


Under  “Order” 

(a)  (1)  In  Institutions  (excl.  cases 

on  Licence) 

(2)  On  Licence  from  Institutions 

(b)  (1)  Under  Guardianship  (excl. 

cases  on  Licence) 

(2)  On  Licence  from  Guardian- 
shi}) 

In  “places  of  safety” 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 
Of  whom  : — 


( Under  16  years  of  age 
i Aged  16  years  and  over 
( Under  16  years  of  age 
\ Aged  16  years  and  over 
j Under  16  years  of  age 
( Aged  16  years  and  over 
Under  16  years  of  age 
Aged  16  years  and  over 
I Under  16  years  of  age 
I Aged  16  years  and  over 


Awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution 


4,  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the  above  headings  : — 

(a)  Notified  by  Local  Education  Authorities  (Sec.  2 (2)  ) 

(b)  Mental  Defectives  in  receipt  of  Poor  Relief  — 

(1)  Institutional — 

(a)  In  Public  Assistance  Institutions  not  approved  under 
Sec.  37  ...  


(6)  In  Institutions  certi-  1(1)  Cases  “placed”  under  Sec.  3 
fied  under  the  M.D.  j 
Acts  (including  those  J- 
apxiroved  under  Sec. 

37)  I (2)  Other  cases... 

(2)  Domiciliary 

(c)  Otherwise  “ascertained” 


M.  F. 

3 2 

13  17 

1 1 

1 1 


17  18 


19  17 
4 2 


B.— Number  of  Cases  who  may  become  “Subject  to  be  dealt  with”  : — 

1.  In  Institutions  or  under  Guardianship- — dealt  with  under  Sec.  3 

(a)  In  regard  to  whom  the  Ijocal  Authority  contributes  under  its 
permissive  powers 

(b)  Maintained  wholly  by  parents,  relatives  or  others  ... 


2.  Reported  to  the  Local  Authority  from  any  reliable  source,  but  as  to 

whom  no  action  has  been  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

3.  Under  Voluntary  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75  71 

Number  of  above  cases  on  the  Registers  of  Occiqiation  Centres  : — 

Municipal  Hospital  Centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 10 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 6 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 10 

On  Licence  from  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ■ 1 

Under  Guardianship  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

On  Licence  from  Guardianshi])  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 


T. 

5 

30 

2 

2 


35 


36 

6 


146 


10 

11 

17 

1 

1 


Total 


12 


28  40 
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During  the  Year  1932. 

1.  (a)  Number  of  instances  in  which  Licence  was  granted  during  1932  : — M. 

(1)  From  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  From  Guardianship  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Number  of  instances  in  which  cases  on  Licence  have  been  returned 
to  Institutions  or  transferred  to  Guardianship  during  the  year 
1932 

(1)  To  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  To  Guardianship  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

2.  Cases  notified  by  Local  Education  Authorities  (Section  2)  (2)  during  the 
year  1932  : — - 

Method  of  disposal — 

Sent  to  Institutions  (by  Order)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Placed  under  Guardianship  (by  Order)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Placed  under  Statutorj^Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Placed  in  “Places  of  Safety”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Died  or  Removed  from  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Action  not  vet  taken  { I"  ■'O^^ipt  of  Poor  Relief  ...  - 

! (o)  Others  — 


F.  T. 
— 1 


1 


2 


1 


6 


Total  ...  4 1 5 


3.  Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  known  to  the  Local  Authority : — 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  during  1932 — 

(1)  After  marriage,  — . 

(2)  While  unmarried,  — . 

Male.  Female. 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1932  — 2 

BLIND  PERSONS. 

Registered  and  elassified  by  age  as  at  the  31st  Mareh,  19,3.‘3  : — 

0-5  5-16  16-21  21-30  \30-40  40-50  50-60  60-70  70  Total. 

1 -3  2 6 6 6 17  32  31  104 

Age  at  which  blindness  occurred  : — 

0-1  1-5  5-10  10-20  20-30  30-40  40-50  50-60  60-70  70 

37  2 3 7 5 3 12  13  27  15 

At  the  age  of  16  and  u])wards  two  are  em])loyed  in  workshops,  four  as 
home  workers  and  nine  in  other  ways,  one  is  undergoing  training,  while  84 
are  unem})loyable.  Ten  are  j)hvsieallv  defeeti\"e,  live  deaf,  one  being  doublv 
afflicted.  ^ ‘ ^ . 

Grants  are  made  to  the  unemployable  blind,  and  to  the  ])artially  em- 
ployed according  to  their  individual  means,  varying  from  5s.  Od.  to  £l  per 
M^eek. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  Darlington  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association,  under  a local  Su])erin- 
tendent  Nurse,  ])rovides  the  home  nursing  staff  of  nine  nurses  for  attendances 
on  maternity,  medical,  surgical  and  inleetious  eases  l)y  arrangement  with  the 
Health  Committee  at  Is.  4d.  per  visit.  A summarv  of  the  Avork  done  for  the 
Local  Authority  is  given  in  the  following  table 
Expectant  Mothers 
Puerperal  Infection 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Post-Natal  Cases 
Measles  and  Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough  and  13ronchitis  . 


188 

109 

95 

40 

42 


? 9 
99 
99 
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MIDWIVES. 

Thirty-two  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  within  the 
Borough.  None  are  em]iloyed  or  subsidised  directly  by  the  Council  except 
those  in  the  Municipal  Hospital  Maternity  Department. 

A monthly  meeting  of  the  practising  midwives  is  held  at  the  Queen’s 
Nurses’  Home,  so  that  matters  of  doubt  and  difficulty  may  be  discussed  with 
the  Supervisor  of  Midwives,  Dr.  Constance  Robertson,  who  is  also  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Officer,  and  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

LIST  OF  MIDWIVES  PRACTISING  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF 

DARLINGTON. 


No.  on 
RoU. 

Date  of  Enrolment. 

Name. 

Address. 

38129 

16  June,  1913 

Bush,  Beatrice 

The  Byway,  V^arm  Road. 

Queen’s  Nurses’  Association,  Wood- 
land Road. 

82840 

27  February,  1932  ... 

Barnes,  Florence 

78715 

August,  1930 

Bragg,  Freda 

24  Geneva  Road  East. 

72015 

24  November,  1931 

Cockcroft,  Florence  R. 

Municipal  Hospital. 

Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road. 

78134 

24  May,  ] 930 

Danby,  Eve 

67217 

10  October,  1925 

Dent,  Helen  ... 

Queen’s  Nurses  Association, 

V'oodland  Road. 

79469 

22  November,  1930 

Dobson,  Mabel,  L.  ... 

General  Hospital. 

82217 

— 

Donoghue,  M. 

General  Hospital. 

Qiieen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road. 

74455 

2 December,  1928  ... 

Elliott,  Dorothy 

78210 

24  May,  1930 

Foster,  Lilian 

Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road. 

43728 

22  February,  1916  ... 

Gait,  Sarah  Ann 

12  Thornton  Street. 

19855 

27  April,  1905 

Geall,  Florence  Annie 
Adelaide 

The  Green,  Cockerton. 

67753 

12  December,  1925  ... 

Goodfellow,  Violet  Jane 

2 Arthur  Street. 

38235 

June,  1913  ... 

Hall,  Mary  Cecilia  ... 

64  Duke  Street. 

55344 

11  October,  1921 

Hancock,  Ellen 

29  Stanley  Terrace. 

46105 

11  August,  1917  ... 

Hoskins,  Sarah 

12  Hammer  Street. 

58912 

13  December,  1922 

Jenkin,  Jane 

40  Willow  Road. 

57442 

10  June,  1922 

Johnson,  Bertha 

Municipal  Hospital. 

60455 

11  June,  1923 

Kirby,  Ethel  Mary  . . . 

116  Neasham  Road 

74639 

24  November,  1928 

Lafferty,  Greta 

Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road. 

66938 

15  August,  1925 

Moran,  Anne  ... 

Municipal  Hospital. 

45456 

15  April,  1917 

Moran,  Mary  Agnes 

Municipal  Hospital. 

Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road. 

84653 

13  August,  1932 

McHugh,  Mary  Ellen 

64585 

11  October,  1924 

Redhead,  Isabel 

295  North  Road. 

63631 

14  June,  1924 

Slater,  Ellen  ... 

13  Hopetown  Lane. 

65529 

9 February,  1925  ... 

Smith,  Annie 

87  Gurnev  Street. 

17902 

23  March,  1905 

Trinham,  Louisa 

Superintendent,  Queen’s  Nurses’ 

Association,  Woodland  Road. 

82800 

18  January,  1932  ... 

Turnbull,  Mary  Elsie 

Municipal  Hosjiital. 

66611 

13  June,  1925 

Walker,  Amy 

Municipal  Hospital. 

Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road. 

78589 

13  June,  1930 

Wames,  Lena  May 

65116 

19  February,  1925  ... 

Watson,  Ellen 

22  Four  Riggs 

78626 

14  May,  1930 

Willman,  Edna 

General  Hospital. 
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Midwives  calls  to  Doctors. 


Summar'/  of  tlie  causes  for  sending  for  Medical  help. 


1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

Mother 

Torn  Perineum 

8 

16 

19 

20 

18 

32 

15 

33 

27 

31  1 

38 

Prolonged,  Tedious  or  Difficult 
Labour 

1 

23 

30 

31 

24 

18 

24 

32 

35 

32 

42  i 

31 

Faulty  Presentations  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

10 

7 

5 

9 

1 

13  ; 

15 

1 

14 

Impactions 

Hseraorrhages  ... 

2 

1 

8 

4 

4 

4 

3 

10 

1 

17 

10 

11  : 

8 1 

Rise  of  Temperature  ... 

b 

O 

u 

4 

11 

7 

4 

7 

5 

10  ; 

6 

1 

Adherent  Placenta 

5 

8 

4 

8 

8 

1 

5 

4 

5 

— 

Albuminuria  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

2 

3 

5 

6 

10 

Phlebitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

^liortion  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

3 

5 

8 

5 

14 

3 

10 

11 

4 

Contracted  Pelvis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 



— 

1 

Eclampsia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Prolapse  of  Cord 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

— 

1 

1 

17 

” 

Miscellaneous 

2 

1 

9 

5 

11 

10 

12 

8 

14 

16 

Total  . . . 

46 

59 

79 

77 

94 

108 

115 

107 

121 

137 

138 

Child 

Discharging  Eyes 

10 

5 

1 

1 

1 o 

6 

8 

- 13 

8 

8 

(> 

5 

4 

Debility,  Feebleness,  etc. 

4 

2 

3 

6 

2 

i 1 

5 

4 

5 

5 

9 

Prematurity 

13 

13 

3 

5 

5 

10 

4 

2 

7 

9 

1 

Malformations 

i 3 

2 

4 

1 4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

7 

4 

6 

Convulsions  and  Fits  ... 

2 

2 

3 

5 

— 

4 

2 

3 

7 

2 

3 

Suffocation 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  ... 

1 

— 

4 

1 

12 

5 

8 

6 

11 

2 

i 

*Still-Births 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

j 

— 

— 

— 

17 

10 

Total  ... 

33 

j 24 

22 

28 

28 

36 

30 

31 

44 

45 

40 

*Still-Births  included  in  Miscellaneous  previous  to  1031. 


The  following  Table  shows  how  tlie  charges  for  the  al)o\  e cases  liad  been 
dealt  with  at  tlie  conclusion  of  each  year  : — 


1922 

1923  1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

No  Account  received  ... 

43 

39 

45 

47 

43 

40 

43 

40 

52 

42 

38 

Account  received 

36 

44 

56 

58 

79 

104 

102 

98 

113 

140 

140 

Full  Fee  paid  or  charged 

30 

35 

46 

28 

47 

79 

58 

62 

58 

80 

88 

No  Fee  charged 

Part  Fee  remitted  and  part 

6 

8 

6 

16 

24 

21 

37 

32 

44 

40 

29 

charged 



1 

4 

14 

8 

4 

7 

4 

11 

20 

23 

Amount  paid  to  Doctors 
Amount  recovered  from 

£57 

£69 

£58 

£73 

£121 

£143 

£160 

£145 

£158 

£208 

£175 

Patients  ... 

£31 

£48 

£47 

1 £38 

£76 

£105 

£78 

£82 

£64 

£85 

£110 

Cost  to  Council  

£26 

£21 

£11 

£35 

£45 

£38 

£82 

£63 

; £94 

£123 

£65 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  arrangement  remains  as  before,  whereby  chemical  analysis  is 
carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Stock,  F.I.C.,  Darlington,  and  bacteriological 
investigations  in  our  own  Health  Department,  and  at  Armstrong  College, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  Further  details  are  given  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Section  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Armstrong  College. 

Specimens. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Tuberculosis 

321 

74 

247 

Diphtheria 

87 

10 

77 

Enteric  Fever 

34 

16 

18 

Wassermann  Tests 

452 

— 



Fixation  Tests 

— 

— 

— 

V.D.  Clinic,  General  Hospital. 

S})irochetes 

19 





Gonococci 

681 



— 

Analysis  of  clinical  material  and  the  necessary  special  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  the  Clinics  and  Hospitals. 

LEGISLATION  INTRODUCED  DURING  1932. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  1932,  under  Act  of  1926. 

Children  and  Young  Persons’  Act,  1932  came  into  force  1st  January,  1933. 
Raised  age  to  9 of  children  kept  for  payment  and  amended  other  Sections  of 
Part  I of  Children  Act,  1908  relating  to  Infant  Protection. 

The  Housing  Consolidated  Amendment  Regulations,  1932,  dated  11th 
August,  1932,  amend  The  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  in 
consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 

HEALTH  INSURANCE. 

The  total  number  of  insured  persons  on  27  Doctors’  lists  is  28,383,  the 
prescriptions  issued  87,713,  and  the  total  cost  of  the  drugs  £3,077  13s.  4d. 
The  general  medical  ])ractitioner  is  the  first  line  of  defence  of  our  public 
health  system,  and  the  National  Health  Insurance  Scheme  guarantees  to 
every  insured  person  the  attention  of  a doctor  without  financial  embarrass- 
ment, so  that  there  is  no  reason  why  the  essential  early  treatment  should 
not  be  at  once  applied  and  so  check  the  incapacitating  defects  in  later  life. 
One  appreciates  the  importance  of  this  in  the  matter  of  chronic  rheumatism, 
which  is  so  often  due  to  untreated  earlier  infections  in  the  mouth  and  throat. 
The  sooner  it  is  realised  by  both  doctors  and  public  that  the  scheme  was 
introduced  as  a public  health  insurance  rather  than  a sickness  benefit  fund, 
the  sooner  will  true  national  health  be  attained. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

Darlington  General  Hospital. — The  medical,  surgical  and  children’s  work 
was  transferred  to  the  new  Memorial  Hosjiital  in  November,  and  after 
prolonged  negotiations  the  building  has  been  purchased  by  the  Por]>oration 
for  the  purpose  of  centralizing  and  co-ordinating  the  Health  Services  under 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  is  ex})eeted  that  vacant  ])osscssion  will 
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be  given  in  the  l)eginning  of  19.31  wlien  tlie  Memorial  Hospital  Committee 
have  eompletecl  the  Ont-})atient  I)ej)artment,  X-Ray  e(pii])ment  and  Laundry 
on  the  new  site.  This  new  eentre  for  administration  of  all  our  serviees 
bringing  together,  administration,  sanitary  inspeetors,  health  visitors,  school 
medical  staff,  tuberculosis  work,  mental  delieieney,  ante-natal,  maternity 
and  child  welfare  and  toddlers’  clinics,  and  wards  will  render  Darlington  one 
of  the  most  uj)  to  date  County  Roroughs  in  the  Country,  in  the  all  important 
matter  of  eo-ordination  as  antieij)atcd  in  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1929. 

The  New  Memorial  Hospital.  -This  voluntary  Hospital  which  has  just 
been  oliicially  o])ened  by  H.R.H.  Prince  George,  is  one  of  the  most  modern 
in  design  and  e(piipnient,  and  has  been  ])lanned  to  serve  the  needs  of  not 
only  Darlington  but  the  wide  surrounding  area  as  far  west  as  Hawes  in 
Wensleydale,  eomjjrising  a total  poj)ulation  of  almost  150, ()()(). 

The  Administration  Rloek  and  C'cntral  Hall  with  the  Cenotaph  in  the 
(luadrangle  give  a very  im])osing  front.  The  four  Medical  and  Surgical 
wards  with  balconies  arc  placed  on  the  South  side,  well  away  from  the  public 
view  and  yet  in  very  open  surroundings  for  sunlight  and  fresh  air.  Each 
of  the  wards  accommodates  36  beds,  including  ])ay  beds  in  ])rivate  wards. 
Two  operating  theatres  and  necessary  accessory  rooms  arc  in  keeping  with 
the  latest  ideas  in  hospital  eonstruetion. 

The  childrens’  wing  of  40  beds  was  built  by  the  Rotary  Club  and  is  a 
delightfully  arranged  unit  on  similar  lines  to  our  open  air  schools. 

^Vhen  eom])lcted  by  the  addition  of  X-Rays,  Laboratory,  ()ut-|)atient 
De])artments  and  Xurses’  Home,  the  Hos])ital  Committee  can  feel  proud  of 
their  marvellous  achievement  for  the  sick  and  suffering. 

Municipal  Institution. — This  Poor  Law  Institution  under  the  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  has  a resident  Medical  Otlieer,  male  and  female  sick 
wards  and  a children’s  block,  altogether  j)roviding  about  150  sick  l)eds.  The 
building  is  not  designed  as  a Hospital  and  can  never  be  properly  ada])ted. 
Discussions  and  deliberations  between  the  various  committees  have  taken 
])laee  under  Section  1.3  ol  the  Local  (Government  Act  in  order  that  overla]>ping 
and  duplication  of  effort  may  be  avoided. 

Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.— Under  the  Health  Committee. 
No  change  has  taken  j)lace  here  during  the  year.  All  types  of  infections,  in- 
cluding advanced  tuberculosis  arc  now  admitted,  and  in  Xo\'ember  as  there 
was  a\'ailable  accommodation,  22  cases  ol  typhoid  lever  were  taken  in  from 
Malton  Urban  District.  The  staff  worked  with  much  personal  inconvenience 
and  sacrifice,  each  liaving  volunteered  and  undergone  ))reliminary  inoculation. 
It  is  unfortunately  my  duty  to  re])ort  that  one  nurse  who  failed  to  take  this 
precaution  to  ])rotect  hersell  contracted  the  disease,  hap])ily  in  a mild  form, 
and  made  an  uneventful  recovery.  Eleven  surrounding  * local  authorities 
have  now  agreements  with  us,  Recth  Rural  District  being  added  during  the 
year. 

The  Borough  Smallpox  Hospital.— of  24  beds  administered  from  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  kej)t  in  constant  readiness  for  cases  from  the 
town  or  the  surrounding  authorities  with  whom  we  have  agreements. 

All  the  hospitals  arc  fully  used  as  rccpiirements  tlemand  and  the 
provision  is  adequate  for  the  area. 
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MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL. 


Classification 

of 

Wards 

Num- 
ber of 
Wards. 

BEDS 

MEN 

WOMEN 

CHILDBEN 
(under  16 
years  of  age) 

Total 

Pro- 

vided 

Occu- 

pied 

Pro- 

vided 

Occu- 

pied 

Pro- 

vided 

Occu- 

pied 

Pro 

vided 

Occu- 

pied 

*1. 

*2. 

Medical  ...'] 

Surgical 

0 

40 

42 

34 

34 

80 

76 

*3. 

4. 

Chronic  Sick  j 

Children 

3 

20 

12 

20 

12 

5. 

Venereal  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0. 

Tuberculosis 

2 

9 

4 

9 

1 

4 

22 

5 

7. 

Isolation  ... 

3 

8 

• • • 

4 

4 

12 

4 

8. 

Maternity 

1 

. • . 

• . • 

10 

10 

... 

9. 

Mental 

2 

• • • 

. . . 

• . • 

• . . 

. . . 

(a)  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

• • • 

o 

1 

4 

1 

9 

2 

(6)  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930 

• • • 

• • • 

• . • 

• . • 

• • • 

• . • 

• • . 

*10. 

Mental  Defectives 

• . • 

*2 

• • • 

... 

5* 

• . • 

*7 

11. 

Other 

* • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

17  , 

68 

47 

61 

40 

24 

12 

153 

99 

*In  General  Medical  and  Surgical  Ward. 


Statistics  relating  to  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1932. 

in-Patients. 

1.  Total  number  of  admissions  (including  infants  born  in  Hospital)  ...  ...  ...  518 

2.  Number  of  women  confined  in  Hosi)ital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

3.  Number  of  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

4.  Number  of  Still- Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

5.  Number  of  deaths  among  the  newly  born  {i.e.,  under  four  weeks  of  age)  ...  ...  3 

6.  Total  number  of  deaths  among  children  under  one  year  (including  those  given  under 

5)  " 8 

7.  Number  of  Maternal  deaths  among  women  confined  in  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  0 

8.  Total  number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

9.  Total  number  of  discharges  (including  infants  born  in  Hospital)  ...  ...  ...  398 


10.  Duration  of  stay  of  Patients  included  in  8 and  9 above. 

Number  of  cases  whose  total  stay  was  for  the  following  periods  : — 

(а)  Four  weeks  or  less 

(б)  Exceeding  four  weeks  but  under  thirteen  weeks 
(c)  Exceeding  thirteen  weeks 

11.  Number  of  Beds  occupied  : — 


(а)  Average  during  the  year  104 

(б)  Highest  (on  5th  November,  1932)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

(c)  Lowest  (on  13  August,  1932)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

12.  Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general  anaesthetic  (excluding  dental 

operations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

13.  Number  of  abdominal  sections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Glassification  of  In-Patients  who  were  discharged  from  or  who  died  in  the 
Institution  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1932. 


Children 

Men 

DISEASE  GROUPS 

(under  16  years 

and 

of  age). 

Women, 

Dis- 

Dis- 

charged 

Died  charged  died 

Acute  Infectious  Disease 

4 

— i — 

Influenza  ....  

1 

— . — — 

Tuberculosis — ■ 

Pulmonary 

1 

4 5 9 

Non -Pulmonary  .... 

o 

. . . . ....  ^ 

— 1 — 

Males’ll  ant  Disease 

— 

— — 8 

Rheumatism — 

(1)  Acute  Rheumatism  (Rlieumatie 
Fever)  to]L?ether  with  sub-aeute 


Rheumatism  and  Chorea  ....  ....  1 

1 

2 

12 

(2)  Non-artieular  manifestations  of  so- 
called  “Rheumatism”  (Muscular 

Rheumatism,  Fibrositis,  Lumbago 

and  Sciatica)  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

— 

15 

— - 

(8)  Chronic  Arthritis  ....  ....  ....  ’ — 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Venereal  Disease  ....  ....  ....  — 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

— 

1 

— 

/ (a)  Women  confined 

Puerperal  Fever  ) in  the  Hospital  ....  — • 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

) ib)  Admitted  from 

\ outside  ....  ....  — 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents  eonneeted  with 

Pregnancy  and  Child-Birth  ....  ....  — 

— 

— 

— 

Mental  Diseases  ( (a)  Senile  Dementia  .... 

— . 

— • 

— 

I {h)  Other  ....  ....  — 

— • 

42 

1 

Senile  Decay  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — • 

— • 

48 

29 

Accidental  Injury  and  \dolenee  ....  ....  8 

— 

5 

1 

In  respect  of  Cases  not  included  above. 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Sense 


Organs 

— 

— • 

— 

,,  ,,  Respiratory  System  .... 

19 

5 

89 

,,  ,,  Circulatory  ,, 

— . 

— 

25 

„ „ Digestive  „ 

— • 

— 

28 

,,  ,,  Genito-Urinary  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ Skin  

18 

— 

Other  Diseases 

P) 

G 

28 

Mothers  and  Infants  discharged  / Mothers 

— 

— 

80 

from  Maternity  Wards  and  \ 
not  included  in  above  j 
figures  \ Infants 

19 

3 

— 

4 

11 


8 


Totals  ....  117 


19  282 


79 


24 


SUMMARY  OF  BEDS  AVAILABLE. 


General,  Medical  ) 

Municipal  Hospital  ....  .-. 

Men 

16 

Women 

14 

Total 

30 

and  Surgical  i 

Memorial  (Voluntary)  Hospital 

80 

80 

160 

Children 

General  Hospital 

• — - 

— 

24 

Memorial  (Voluntary)  Hosjiital 

— ■ 

— 

40 

Maternity 

Ward  at  General  Hospital  .... 

— 

12  • 

12 

Municipal  Hospital 

— 

10 

10 

Venereal  Disease 

Memorial  (Voluntary)  Hospital 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis 

Municipal  Hospital 

9 

9 

18 

Durham  County  Council 

15 

15 

30 

Chronic  Sick 

Municipal  Hospital  

30 

20 

50 

Mental  .... 

Durham  County  Council,  Sedge- 
lield  Mental  Hospital 

70 

70 

140 

Municipal  Hospital 

5 

4 

9 

Mental  Deficiency 

Prudhoe  Hall  Colonv  .... 

15 

15 

30 

Municipal  Hospital 

4 

5 

9 

Orthopaedic,  Eye,  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat,  &c. 

Memorial  (Voluntary)  Hospital. 

Included  in 

above. 

Puerperal  Fever,  &e 

Fever  Hospital 

— 

2 

2 

No  special  de})artments  exist  at  the  Municipal  Hos})ital,  but  use  is  made 
of  the  General  and  Memorial  Plospitals,  where  there  are  X-Ray,  Ultra-Violet, 
Dental,  Ophthalmic,  and  Massage  facilities. 


Pathological  work  is  done  mainly  at  the  Armstrong  College  Laboratory, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


INSTITUTIONAL  MATERNITY  WORK. 

General 

Municipal 

Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Reels 

10 

10 

Cases  admitted 

214 

27 

Average  duration  of  stay 

11.4  days 

14  da} 

Cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives 

186 

22 

(b)  Doctors 

28 

1 

Medical  assistance  sought 

47 

6 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 

3 

1 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

Pemphigus 

0 

0 

Infants  not  breast  fed  .... 

4 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

1 

Maternal  Deaths  .... 

1 

1 

Foetal  Deaths — 

Still-born 

26 

»> 

Within  10  days 

7 

3 

The  two  maternal  deaths  were  caused  by  Puerperal  Fever  and  Abortion. 
The  still-born  children  suffered  from  prematurity  S,  maceration  7,  delayed 
labour  5,  congenital  deformity  5,  other  conditions  ,4.  Tlic  dcatlis  within 
10  days  were  due  to  prematurity  <S,  and  deformity  2. 


UNMARRIED  WOMEN,  ILLEGITIMATE  AND  HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 


The  only  institutions  to  receive  pregnant  unmarried  women  for  delivery 
are  the  Municipal  Hos])ital  and  the  Maternity  Ward,  General  IIos})ital. 
Fallen  girls  have  been  received  for  a time  at  St.  Agnes’  Home,  Duke  Street, 
a Diocesan  Rescue  Home  (6  beds),  but  they  are  later  sent  to  Hospital  for 
confinement.  Lack  of  financial  sup})ort  has  hit  this  deserving  Home  hard, 
but  recent  re-organization  have  given  this  very  excellent  and  necessary 
institution  a new  lease  of  life. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


{a)  Infectious  Cases.  - Morris  Commercial  Sj)ecial  Motor  Fever  Ambulance 
with  separate  com])artmcnt  I'or  infected  bedding,  fitted  with  two  stretchers 
and  sitting  accommodation  for  two  j)atients. 

{h)  Non-Infectious,  Accident  and  Maternity  Cases. — Three  Motor  Ambu- 
lances manned  by  the  Fire  Rrigade  staff,  available  for  calls  within  15  miles. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 
SUMMARY. 


Medical  Oflicer  of  Health,  Health  Oflicc,  Feethams,  Darlington. 

Municipal  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.— Mothers  and  children 
under  5 : — 


Ho})etown  Hall,  Whessoe  Lane 

Albert  Road  Schoolhouse 

Fast  Road  ^Veslevan  Sundav 
School  .... 

Paradise  Sunday  School,  Conis- 
cliffe  Road 

Coekerton  Wesleyan  Sunday 
School  .... 

Haughton-le-Skcrne  Church  Hall 

Fx])ectant  Mothers’  Clinic,  Albert 
Road  Schoolhouse 

Dental  Clinic  for  ^Mothers  and 
Children  under  5 


Monday 

Tuesday 


AVednesday 

Thursday 


2-0  p.m. 

10  a.m.  and 

2-0  ]).m. 


2-0  p.m. 

10-.‘30  a.m.  and 
2-0  ]).m. 


Friday  ....  2-0  ]).m. 

Friday  ....  2-0  }).m. 


Thursday  ....  1-gO  ]).m. 

By  arrangement  through  Centres, 
Saturdav,  10  a.m. 


A Lady  Doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance. 


Voluntary  Clinics. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Queens  Nurses’  Home,  AAoodland  Road,  by  arrange- 
ment. 

General  Hospital.  Wednesday,  12 — 3 }).m. 

Municipal  Maternity  Ward,  Darlington  General  Hospital.— 12  beds. 

Home  Nursing.— Darlington  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association,  Woodland 
Road. 
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Venereal  Diseases. — Skin  Department,  Darlington  General  Hospital  : — 

Women  and  Children  ....  Monday,  Tuesday,  Friday....  2 — 4 p.m. 

Men  ....  ....  ....  Tuesday,  Friday  ....  ....  5-30 — 7 p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — Health  Offiee,  Feethams,  Darlington  : — 

Women  and  Children  ....  Friday  ....  ....  ....  At  9-30  a.m. 

Men  ....  ....  ....  Monday  ....  ....  ....  At  9-30  a.m. 

Tuberculosis  Care  Committee. — Hon.  Seeretary,  Dr.  G.  A.  Dawson, 
Plealth  Oliiee,  P'eethams.  Meetings  onee  a month. 

School  Medical  Services. — Insjieetion  in  Sehools  and  at  School  Clinic, 
156  Northgate,  where  Doctor  and  Nurse  are  in  attendance  daily.  Minor 
ailments.  Eye,  Dental  and  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Special  Schools. — George  Dent  Nursery  School  100  places  ; Barnard 
Special  School  (M.D.)  80  places  ; Open-Air  School  134  places. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. — Hundens  Lane.  130  beds. 

Mental  Deficiency. — Occupational  Training  Centres  : Supervisor, 
Miss  L.  I.  Holmes,  B.Litt.,  Education  Office. 


Public  Assistance. — Out-patient  Clinic  and  Vaccination  Centres,  Public 
Assistance  Offices,  East  Street,  at  10  a.m.  daily. 

Municipal  Hospital,  90  Yarm  Road. — 150  beds  for  all  types  of  disease. 

jnfant  Life  Protection. — Miss  V.  I.  Smiles,  Infant  Protection  Visitor, 
Public  Assistance  Offices,  East  Street. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

The  Clinical  side  of  the  work  has  been  continued  as  in  previous  years  by 
Dr.  Constance  Robertson  in  a most  capable  manner.  Though  a part-time 
general  pratitioner  in  the  service,  her  skill  and  enthusiasm  are  given  whole- 
heartedly as  Medical  Officer  at  the  Clinics  and  as  Inspector  of  Midwives  with 
excellent  results  as  our  figures  show  in  increased  appreciation  of  the  mothers 
as  revealed  by  attendances.  There  were  294  Sessions  and  22,275  attendances 
were  made  by  mothers,  averaging  76  per  session. 


Midwives  Acts,  1902-1918.  The  22  District  Midwives  are  inspected 
periodically  hy  Dr.  Constance  Robertson,  who  made  257  visits  ; of  these 

Visits,  3 were  on  account  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
37  for  the  death  of  the  child,  4 for  death  of  mother  and  6 for  Puerperal  Fever. 


Midwives  have  been  encouraged  to  summon  medical  help  at  all  ante- 
natal examinations,  and  it  is  creditable  to  report  that  the  maternal  deaths 
did  not  arise  from  any  very  serious  misconduct  by  any  midwife. 


During  the  year  Midwives  attended  926  births  alone 
the  superintendenee  of  medical  practitioners.  Medical 
summoned  on  231  occasions,  including  53  eases  where  the 


and  190  under 
assistance  was 
Maternity  ^Vard 
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Sisters  at  the  General  Hospital  and  the  Miini{*ij)al  iros])ital  (*alle(l  in  a Staff 
Doetor.  The  Loeal  Supervising  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  ])aynient 
of  fees  to  doetors  ealled  in  by  Midwives,  and  with  the  eontinuanee  of  trade 
depression  and  unein})loynient  the  number  of  sueh  aeciounts  received  remains 
high.  All  or  ])art  of  the  fee  is  recoverable  according  to  the  financial  circum- 
stances of  the  patient.  IMedieal  practitioners  were  paid  £17.5,  of  which  a 
sum  of  £]  10  was  recovered  from  patients.  No  Midwives  are  employed  or 
subsidised  by  the  Loeal  Authority  outside  the  Hospitals. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme. — Pasteurised  Milk  is  granted  free  on  the  Clinic 
Medical  Officer’s  recommendations  to  infants  and  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  in  necessitous  eases  falling  within  an  ineonic  scale  equivalent 
approximately  to  the  Uneni])loynient  Hcneht  but  after  deducting  rent. 

During  1982,  508  pounds  of  dried  milk  were  sold  at  cost  })riee,  798  were 
given  free,  and  100,784  })ints  of  fresh  milk  were  given  free  at  a total  cost  to 
the  Health  Committee  of  £952.  The  income  in  all  eases  is  verified  by 
reference  to  employers  and  others,  but  unem])loyment  has  been  responsible 
for  over  85%  of  the  (‘lainis  for  help. 


Dried  and  Fresh  Milk  Supplied  through  Maternity  Centres  : — 


Year. 

Dried  Milk 
sold  to 
Mothers.  *■ 
lbs. 

Dried  Milk 
given  free 
to  Mothers, 
lbs. 

Fresh  51  ilk 
given  free 
to  Mothers, 
pints. 

Net  Cost  of 
Fresh  A Dried 
Milk  Su])plicd. 

1921 

7,264 

2,200 

5,482 

1816 

1922 

4,286 

1,844 

27,110 

£899 

1928 

4,882 

896 

28,129 

£282 

1924 

4,881 

959 

15,lf)5 

£170 

1925 

8,486 

786 

20,615 

£248 

1926 

4,719 

1,587 

40,009 

£529 

1927 

2,218 

611 

86,284 

£417 

1928 

1,184 

867 

88,950 

£8  17 

1929 

1,415 

829 

88,100 

£828 

1980 

1,119 

815 

48,178 

£897 

1981 

718 

778 

66,818 

£689 

1982 

508 

798 

100,781 

£952 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — The  very  gratifying  ])rogress  recorded  in  1981  has 
been  more  than  maintained  during  the  year  under  review,  904  attendances 
by  expectant  mothers  at  the  Municipal  Ante-Natal  Clinics  being  recorded 
compared  with  727  in  1981.  In  addition  to  the  above,  exj)eetant  mothers 
made  974  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  C'linie  at  the  (General  Hospital 
in  connection  with  the  Munieii)al  Maternity  Ward,  and  228  attendances  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held  by  the  Darlington  Queen’s  Nurses’  .:Vssoeiation. 
The  importance  of  this  work  cannot  be  too  stronglv  urged. 

Over  one-half  of  our  infantile  mortality  occurred  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life,  owing  in  great  part  to  antecedent  preventable  conditions  in 
the  mothers.  All  women  in  their  first  pregnancy,  all  who  have  had  previous 
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miscarriages  or  cliflicult  labours,  and  expectant  mothers  suffering  from  any 
abnormality  during  ])regnancy,  are  advised  to  seek  skilled  advice  from 
midwife,  doetor,  or  both,  with  a view  to  appropriate  treatment  being  obtained 
before  an  emergency  has  arisen. 

Ante-Natal  examination  and  kee])ing  of  records  is  now  part  of  a Midwife’s 
routine  practice.  507  visits  were  paid  by  Queen’s  Nurses  to  429  expectant 
mothers,  and  95  extra  post-natal  visits  to  95  cases  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  their  duties. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Municipal  Centre  in  Albert 
Road  on  Thursdays  at  1-30  p.m.  An  average  attendanee  of  18  was  kept 
up  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  mothers  receiving  ante-natal  care  from  the  Municipal 
Clinic  (300)  the  General  Hospital  (236)  and  the  Queen’s  Nurses  (76)  was  612 — 
a very  large  proportion  of  the  total  children  born. 

Seventy-seven  attendances  were  made  at  our  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  by  16  mothers  who  reside  just  outside  the  Borough.  In 
the  cases  of  these  mothers  the  extra  nourishment  is  supplied  by  the  Durham 
County  Council. 


Average  Attendances  of  Mothers  with  Babies  at  Maternity  Centres  during 
the  last  twelve  years  show  a steady  inerease  : — 

Year  Albert  Road  East  Road  Paradise  Hopetown  Cockerton  Haughton 


1921 

69.0 

35.3 

....  58.3 

19‘22 

73.8 

....  30.O 

...  53.4 

1923 

78.9 

....  25.1 

....  49.1 

1924 

66.8 

....  34.3 

....  53.1 

1925 

64.9 

....  30.2 

....  59.4 

1926 

82.7 

....  41.1 

....  85.5 

1927 

85.6 

....  38.8 

....  82.7 

1928 

84.6 

50.0 

....  81.7 

1929 

95.3 

....  58.8 

....  86.6 

1930 

....  109.9 

....  69.1 

....  103.4 

1931 

....  110.4 

....  76.6 

....  108.1 

1932 

....  121.1 

....  73.2 

....  123.8 

....  25.1 



— 

35.5 

— 

....  33.0 

— 

....  31.9 

....  18.5 

— 

....  26.9 

....  25.0 

.... 

42.3 

....  27.8 

— 

....  28.1 

....  22.0 

- — - 

....  39.4 

....  25.6 

■ — ■ 

....  32.2 

....  27.8 

• — - 

....  43.2 

....  23.3 

— 

....  53.1 

....  35.4 

....  18.5 

65.9 

....  43.6 

....  24.4 

Total  Attendances  of  Expectant  Mothers  at  the  Maternity  Centres  and 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  during  the  last  twelve  years  : — 


Year 

At  Maternity 
Centres 

At  Ante-Natal 
Clinic 

1921  .... 

91 

58 

1922  .... 

233 

73 

1923  .... 

187 

72 

1921  .... 

190 

61 

1925  .... 

171 

117 

1926  .... 

194 

244 

1927  .... 

‘208 

245 

1928  .... 

149 

356 

1929  .... 

211 

366 

1930  .... 

240 

396 

1931 

161 

566 

1932  .... 

180 

904 

In  addition  to  these,  97 


t attendanc(‘s  were  made  at  the  (icneral  Hospital 


Clinic,  and  228  at  the  (Queen’s  Nurses’  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
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Deaths  under  one  month. — Tliou^h  tlic  death-rates  of  ehildren  under 
one  year  have  fallen  during  the  last  50  years  from  160  to  67  ])er  1 ,000  births, 
no  appreciable  reduction  has  taken  ])laee  in  the  ease  of  babies  under  four 
weeks.  Of  the  76  deaths  under  one  year,  42  occurred  in  infants  under  4 
weeks,  mainly  owini^  to  jn-ematurity  and  congenital  weakness. 

Dental  Treatment  for  mothers  and  ehildren  attending  the  C'entres  was 
continued  at  the  School  Clinic  on  Saturday  mornings.  Mr.  J.  L.  Liddell, 
L.D.S.,  Dental  Officer,  reports  : — 

I am  pleased  to  report,  once  again,  an  increase  of  work  done,  47  more 
mothers  and  5 more  ehildren  attending  than  in  the  ])revious  year,  589  teeth 
being  extracted.  The  percentage  treated  was  seventy. 

In  several  eases,  where  a clearance  has  been  ad\4sed,  this  has  not  been 
completed.  Only  one  visit  has  been  made  for  the  relief  of  pain.  This  is 
largely  due  to  inability  to  afford  artificial  dentures. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  this  service  is  a})preeiated.  Two  or  three 
])atients  have  paid  a visit,  after  having  a se])tic  mouth  put  into  a healthy 
condition,  to  tell  me  how  thankful  they  are  at  the  improvement  in  their 
general  state  of  health. 

Xo.  of  Mothers  attending  Clinic  ....  ....  IIO 

Xo.  of  Children  attending  Clinic  ....  ....  51 


Total  200 

Attendances  ....  ....  ....  ....  258 

J^ermanent  teeth  extracted  ....  ....  499 

Temj)orary  ,,  ,,  ....  ....  90 

Total  589 

Sockets  treated  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 


Home  Help. — One  whole-time  Home  Ilelj)  and  a rota  of  ])art-time  home 
helps  carried  out  this  work  while  the  mother  was  incapacitated.  Charges 
are  made  according  to  financial  conditions.  Attendance  was  i)rovided^in 
81  cases,  for  1,197  days. 

The  daily  charges  for  the  services  of  the  Maternity  Home  Helps  are  as 
follows  ; — 

Where  the  income  of  a familv — 

%/ 

Exceeds  15/-  per  head  j)er  week  the  charge  to  be  .‘3/-  per  day. 

Exceeds  12/-  and  not  15/-  per  head  per  week  the  charge  to  be 
2/8  per  day. 

Exceeds  9/-  and  not  12/-  ])er  head  per  week  the  charge  to  be 
1/6  per  day. 

Where  the  income  is  less  than — 

9/-  per  head  per  week  the  charge  to  be  9d.  per  day. 

Cases  of  extreme  poverty  are  considered  by  the  Special  Sub-Committee. 

In  all  the  above  eases  the  income  is  under.stood  to  be  the  average  weekly 
income  of  the  family,  after  deducting  rent  and  rates,  for  the  four  weeks 
previous  to  the  application. 
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Matornity  Bags. — These  })ags,  containing  all  the  linen  and  other  necessities 
to  assist  in  an  aseptic  confinement,  were  applied  for  and  lent  in  7 cases. 
In  each  ease  the  bag  was  returned  in  good  condition  and  the  usual  deposit 
of  2/6  asked  for  in  6 of  these  eases,  was  refunded.  _ Sterilised  maternity 
outfits  are  sold  at  cost  price  to  necessitous  mothers  through  the  Centres. 

Mothorcraft. — In  co-operation  with  the  Schools,  senior  girls  are  now 
admitted  to  our  Centres  in  order  to  be  introduced  to  tlie  ])ractical  side  of 
sound  mothereraft.  Appreciation  and  keenness  shown  by  the  girls  are  a 
guarantee  of  success,  and  theoretical  work  has  now  been  introduced  into  the 
final  year’s  curriculum  at  school. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  Darlington.  A description  of  the  work 
done  at  the  Nursery  School  and  Classes  and  the  School  Clinic  will  be  found 
in  the  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

This  subject  which  has  been  given  so  much  publicity  since  the  Depart- 
mental Inquiry  was  set  up  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  pursued  in  Darlington 
by  individual  investigations  into  every  case  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  years  1930  and  1931  when  our  services  were  extended,  there 
was  a considerable  increase  and  no  little  general  alarm  at  the  immensity 
of  the  problem  to  be  solved,  because  the  more  one  investigated  the  larger  the 
figures  became.  If  a death  was  known  to  be  in  any  way  associated  with  a 
recent  pregnancy  or  child  birth  it  was  included  in  our  returns  and  in  that  way 
our  figures  may  have  apjieared  swollen  compared  with  other  towns  where 
probably  such  searchings  were  not  so  keenly  prosecuted.  However,  it  is 
more  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  comparison  with  17  in  1930  and 
11  in  1931  we  have  only  had  8 in  1932.  The  Registrar  General  credits  us 
with  only  6. 

Three  were  due  to  abortions,  two  to  sepsis,  one  to  haemorrhage,  and  two 
to  other  associated  conditions  evidently  not  included  by  the  Registrar 
General.  Three  of  them  were  first  confinements,  and  four  had  received  the 
entire  ante-natal  treatment  from  their  own  doctor,  Avhile  two  had  attended 
our  ante-natal  clinic  and  two  had  had  no  ante-natal  care  whatever.  Five 
died  in  Hospital,  two  at  home  and  one  in  a nursing  home,  four  being  associated 
with  influenza  outbreaks. 

It  is  singular  that,  with  a comparatively  low  death-rate  among  the 
general  population  in  Darlington,  and  a high  standard  of  health  conscience 
among  the  mothers,  our  maternal  mortality  should  remain  statistically 
high  in  contrast  with  our  neighbouring  County  Boroughs. 

One  is  driven  to  conclude  that  many  deaths  escape  recognition  officially 
of  their  association  with  pregnancy  and  child  birth. 

Puerperal  Fever. — ^Nine  cases  were  notified,  five  were  admitted  to  the 
Fever  Hospital  and  recovered,  one  died  at  the  Municipal  Hos})ital  and  three 
at  the  General  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Six  cases  were  notified  and  one  was  removed  to  the 
Fever  Hospital.  All  recovered. 
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WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  })ai(l  the  following  \ isits  : 


First  visits  to  Infants  under  one  year 

1,074 

Be-visits  to  Infants  under  one  year 

3,021 

Children  one  to  five  years 

0,023 

Cases  of  Measles,  one  to  five  years 

278 

,,  ,,  over  five  years 

131 

,,  Chiekenj)ox  

540 

,,  AVhoo])ing  Cough  .... 

278 

,,  0]>hthalmia  Neonatorum 

12 

,,  Infant  Deaths 

59 

,,  Still-births 

54 

,,  Diarrhoea 

■ — 

,,  Puerperal  Fever 

10 

,,  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

,,  Pneumonia 

85 

Kx])eetant  Mothers,  first  visits 

301 

„ „ re-visits  

198 

Maternal  Deaths 

3 

Cases  of  Mental  Defieieney 

— 

Miseellaneous  Visits 

040 

Notified  Births. 

Live  Birth.s 

Still- Births 

Total 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

545  530 

34  20 

579 

550 

Illegitimate 

20  27 

1 4 

27 

31 

Total 

571  557 

35  24 

000 

581 

Transfers  out  (legitimate  and 
illegitimate) 

17  22 

1 0 

18 

28 

Net  Darlington  Births 

554  535 

34  18 

588 

553 

Notified — ( 

1 (iross 



.... 

1 ,009 

By  Midwives  i 

1 Nett  .... 

....  .... 

— 

1,024 

By  Doctors  and  others  i 

\ Gross 
f Nett  .... 

.... 

.... 

118 

117 

Breast  Feeding. — 8%  of  mothers  did  not  breast  feed  or  diseontinued 
before  the  first  month. 

35%  did  not  eontinue  after  the  third  month. 

44%  breast  fed  over  four  months,  and  diseontinued  at  varying  periods 
up  to  one  year. 

13%  No  reeord — deaths,  removals  and  unsuitable  for  visitation. 

BABY  DAY  CELEBRATIONS. 

The  Annual  Celebrations  organized  l^y  the  Voluntary  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  and  finaneed  by  the  Health  Committee  to  the 
extent  of  £25  were  held  at  Polam  Hall  on  27th  and  28th  July,  1932  by  the 
kind  permission  of  Mrs.  Baynes. 
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Unfortunately  the  weather  on  the  first  day  was  very  unkind  and 
attendances  suffered,  but  on  the  second  day,  more  pleasant  conditions 
enticed  a record  attendance  of  297  mothers  plus  their  children  under  five 
years  of  age. 

To  the  accompaniment  of  an  orchestra  consisting  of  three  unemployed 
musicians  a very  satisfying  tea  was  provided  by  the  ladies  as  in  past  years. 
Interesting  and  attractive  as  the  social  side  of  this  idea  is,  the  main  work 
lies  in  impressing  upon  the  mothers  some  definite  propaganda  and  here  the  four 
health  visitors  vied  with  each  other  in  their  various  exhibits  of  good  foods 
and  bad  foods,  of  special  dietaries  suitable  for  growing  children,  of  ideal 
garments  cheaply  and  easily  made,  of  thrift  garments  from  old  clothes,  and 
attractively  arranged  posters,  diagrams  and  leaflets. 

Competitions  were  organized  in  mothercraft — thrift  garments,  knitting, 
fancy  and  plain  baking,  budgeting  and  essay  writing  as  required  for  the 
National  Mothercraft  Competitions.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Health 
Visitors  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  gave  short  talks  around  the  various  exhibits 
to  small  circles  of  mothers. 

Mrs.  Pk  Lloyd  Pease,  Chairman  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  presented  the 
prizes  at  the  end  of  the  second  day.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Leach,  the  secretary,  was 
responsible  for  the  very  successful  team  work  put  in  so  willingly  by  everyone. 

INFANT  PROTECTION. 

Part  I Children  Act,  1908. 

Part  V Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1930. 

This  work  is  administered  from  the  Health  Department  through 
Miss  V.  I.  Smiles,  part-time  Visitor  and  Relieving  Officer. 

There  were  22  children  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1932.  Ten  had 
been  added,  three  removed  to  legal  parents,  one  left  the  district,  three  were 
adopted  under  the  new  Adoption  Act  and  one  case  was  replaced  between 
7 and  9 years  of  age  under  the  new  Act  during  the  year. 

No  deaths  took  place  and  there  were  no  proceedings  or  orders  under  the 
various  sections.  One  hundred  and  twenty  visits  and  ninety  interviews  at 
the  office  were  made  and  thirty-seven  newspaper  advertisements  were 
investigated  and  followed  up.  Several  complaints  have  been  received  re- 
garding arrears  of  payments  but  it  speaks  well  for  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Smiles  and  the  homes  that  no  child  is  suffering  on  that  account. 

ORTHOP/EDIC  TREATMENT. 

Ascertainment  of  orthopaedic  defects  is  kept  up  to  date  through  the 
municipal  clinics  and  the  Cripples’  Aid  Committee  of  the  Charity  Organiz- 
ation Society.  Dr.  Isobel  Brown,  A.S.M.O.  is  a member  of  this  Committee. 
Cases  requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  the  local  Memorial  Hospital  where 
a well  equipped  clinic  is  held  each  Wednesday  under  Mr.  H.  C.  Pearson, 
F.R.C.S.  with  a staff  of  masseuses. 

Occasionally  patients  are  sent  to  residential  institutions  such  as 
Sir  R.  Jones’s  Hospitals  in  Liver))ool  and  Oswestry,  or  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  at  Kirbymoorside. 
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MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 


Two  applications  for  registration  were  received  and  granted  during  the 
year  for  medical  cases.  This  increases  the  total  number  of  Registered  Homes 
to  seven,  which  are  periodically  inspected  by  the  Medieal  Officer  of  Health 
and  his  staff.  Exemption  has  been  continued  in  the  case  of  the  Darlington 
General  Hospital  and  the  New  Memorial  Hospital  as  they  are  charitable 
institutions. 

General  ^Maternity 

l^eds.  Reds. 


1.  Coniscliffe  Nursing  Home,  Miss  M.  Potter  ....  15 

2.  Cleveland  Nursing  Home,  Miss  R.  Miller  ....  4 

3.  Argyle  Nursing  Home,  Mrs.  Yates  ....  ....  6 

4.  Miss  J.  Jenkins’  Home,  10  Willow  Road  ....  0 

5.  Mrs.  S.  A.  Gaits’  Home,  12  Thornton  Street  0 

6.  Mrs.  Piercy’s  Home,  23  Rloomfield  Road  ....  5 

7.  St.  Rrelade’s  Home,  41  Woodland  Road  ....  6 


3 

‘> 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  E.  Minors,  R.wSc.,  A.M.I.C.E., 
for  the  following  note  : — 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rorough  is  obtained  from  the  River  Tees. 
The  intake  is  situated  near  the  western  boundary  of  the  Rorough  and  the 
water  is  pumped  in  two  stages  (a)  from  the  River  into  large  subsiding  tanks 
{b)  from  the  subsiding  tanks  through  the  filters  to  the  Reservoirs  and  town. 

Pumping  ])lant  of  ample  capacity  has  been  installed  and  alternative 
sources  of  power  are  available,  vi/.,  steam,  gas  and  electricity,  to  j^rovide 
for  all  reasonable  requirements  and  emergencies. 

The  mechanical  filtration  plant  installed  in  1924-7  has  now  been  in 
operation  since  June,  1027.  This  plant,  which  has  superseded  entirely  the 
old  system  of  slow  sand  filters,  is  working  satisfactorily.  The  initial  diffi- 
culties met  with  on  the  starting  up  of  the  ])lant  have  been  overcome. 

The  peaty  discolouration  which  is  present  in  the  River  Tees  water, 
especially  in  the  Autumn  and  after  heavy  rains,  is  removed  by  the  addition 
of  Alumina  Eerric,  the  quantity  added  varying  from  1 grain  to  (>  grains  })er 
gallon. 

Lime  water  is  also  added  after  filtration  in  order  to  corrcid  any  tendencv 
towards  plumbo-solvency. 

Improved  filtration  and  removal  of  colour  has  been  obtained  by  the 
introduction  of  double  coagulation,  using  .15  grain  j)er  gallon  of  sodium 
aluminate  in  conjunction  with  alumina  fcrrii*.  PiXjierience  of  the  ])roccss 
during  the  past  twelve  months  shows  a saving  of  at  least  75%  of  wash  water 
in  the  filters  in  addition  to  the  advantages  of  a more  satisfactory  water. 

Chlorine  is  injected  under  pressure  into  the  filtered  Avater  main  as  it 
leaves  the  Waterworks.  The  amount  added  varies  from  to  4 ])art  per 
million,  according  to  bacteriological  findings.  Three  million  gallons  per 
day  are  used  by  the  works  and  17,000  houses  in  the  Rorough,  i.e.,  40  gallons 
per  head  of  population. 
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Analyses  of  the  river,  filtered  and  chlorinated  water  are  made  weekly 
by  the  Borough  Analyst,  whose  reports  during  the  past  year  have  been 
consistently  satisfactory,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  practically 
every  sample  of  tap  water  taken  proved  negative  to  B.  Coli  in  100  c.cs. 


1,364  per  c.c.,  varying 
from  60  to  14,200  per 

c.c. 

Positive  in  0.01  c.c.  up 
to  1.0  c.c. 


145  per  c.c. 

Positive  in  0.1  c.c.  up 
to  100  e.c. 


Less  than  1 per  c.c. 
Negative  in  100  c.c. 
94.4%. 

Positive  in  100  c.c. 
1.8%. 

Positive  in  50  c.c.  3.8% 
A typical  analysis  of  tap  water  taken  in  the  centre  of  the  town  : — 

Parts  per  100,000. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1.0000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .0298 

Ammonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .0012 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .0090 

Oxygen  Absorption  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .1336 

Injurious  Metals  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  None 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  100"  C ....  ....  10.0000 


Temporary  Hardness  ....  ....  .60  Degrees. 

Permanent  Hardness  ....  ....  7.80  ,, 


Average  analyses  during  the  year  1932  : — 

River  Water. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Gelatin  at  18"- 
20"  C.  after  72  hours. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  after  72  hours. 

Filtered  Water. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Gelatin  at  18"- 
20"  C.  after  72  hours. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  after  72  hours. 

Chlorinated  Filtered  Water. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Gelatin  at  18  - 
20"  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  after  72  hours 


Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ....  ....  13 

Appearance  of  sample  in  2 foot  tube  ....  ....  Not  quite  bright. 

Odour  when  heated  to  50  Degrees  C ....  None 

Small  deposit  from  | gallon  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  vegetable 
debris,  one  or  two  threads  of  fungus,  a few  micro-organisms  and  some  cotton 
fibres,  no  doubt  due  to  contamination  of  the  open  reservoir  at  Harrowgate 
Hill  from  which  the  water  is  not  filtered. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Gelatin  at  18"- 

20"  C.  after  72  hours.  3 in  2 c.c. 

Presumptive  B.  CoU  Test  after  72  hours,  Positive  in  50  e,c. 
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The  recent  accident  by  which  tar  oils  had  access  to  the  River  Tees  above 
the  intake  o])ens  up  a problem  for  future  observation. 

The  tarring  of  roads,  the  dipping  of  shee])  and  the  manuring  of  land  and 
weed  killing  can  all  be  associated  as  sources  of  contamination  and  danger, 
]:)articularly  when  the  river  is  low. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Important  extensions  of  our  sewerage  arc  becoming  inevitable  mainly 
owing  to  the  conversion  of  the  7,000  privy  ashpits  during  the  ])ast  live  years 
and  the  fact  that  our  sewers  are  old  and  not  (|uite  suited  to  the  modern 
demands  of  water  carriage.  An  ex})erimental  activated  sludge  ])roeess  is  in 
operation  at  the  sewage  farm. 

The  sej)arate  system  of  draining  surface  water  from  the  sewage  into  the 
River  Skerne  prevents  serious  flooding  and  back  washing  in  times  of  flood. 

DISPOSAL  OF  THE  DEAD. 

Three  large  Cemeteries  all  recently  extended  provide  adequate  places 
for  disj^osal  by  earth  burial  for  many  years  to  come.  They  are  all  well 
j)laced  from  a sanitary  ])oint  of  view  and  do  not  lead  to  any  interference  with 
the  amenities  of  the  neighbourhood.  Public  opinion  is  however  growing  on 
the  subject  of  cremation  as  the  most  sanitary  method  of  disposal  of  our  dead. 
The  Darlington  Cremation  Society  has  for  a number  of  years,  as  a })rivate 
body,  equipped  a modern  ('rematorium  in  the  grounds  of  the  AVcst  Cemetery. 
During  the  ])ast  year  a record  numl)er  of  80  cremations  have  been  carried 
out  for  the  town  and  district.  The  Medical  Olficer  of  Health  acts  as  Honorary 
Medical  Referee,  and  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  bring  before  the  })ublic 
the  advantages  of  this  method.  AVere  it  realised  that  cremation  is  no  more 
expensive  than  earth  burial  I am  sure  its  use  would  be  more  widely  ])ractised 
by  the  jwesent  enlightened  po])ulation.  There  is  an  idea  that  the  cx])cnse 
rules  out  any  op])ortunity  of  its  ado])tion  by  the  working  classes,  but  the 
reasonable  figures  charged  by  the  Local  Society  are  within  the  scope  of  all 
when  compared  with  those  for  earth  burial.  Xegotiations  between  the 
Cor})oration  and  the  Society  are  at  j)resent  taking  ])lace  regarding  the 
suggested  purchase  by  the  former  body. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  have  shown  a verv  low 
incidence  as  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  there  Avas  not  a single  case  of 
infantile  paralysis,  encephalitis  or  smallpox,  or  death  from  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever  or  Typhoid,  while  Measles  and  \Vhoo])ing  ('ough  ac'counted  for  only 
5 and  2 deaths  respectively  though  it  was  expected  to  be  an  epidemic  year. 
The  j)rompt  use  of  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  serum  and  its  free  ])rovision 
to  practitioners  for  its  early  use  in  all  suspected  cases  has  done  much  to 
obviate  those  tragedies  which  we  used  to  receive  so  often  into  Hospitals, 
where  the  disease  had  progressed  beyond  ho|)e.  Stocks  are  kept  available 
for  all  practitioners  on  demand  at  the  Fever  Hos})ital. 


Cerebro 
the  past  two 


Spinal  Fever  which  has  been  endemic  in  Catterick  Camp  during 
years,  caused  four  eases  in  the  toAvn  and  one  death. 
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The  success  achieved  in  the  j^resent  day  treatment  of  Cerebro-spinal 
Meningitis  (spotted  or  acute  brain  fever)  is  due  mainly  to  serum  but  also  to 
improved  technique  as  the  result  of  research  in  lumbar  puncture  and  brain 
surgery.  The  fact  that  there  was  only  one  death  out  of  our  four  cases  in 
Darlington  and  three  deaths  in  nine  cases  from  other  areas,  shows  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  what  was  once  quite  rightly  considered  a fatal  or  at 
least  intensely  incapacitating  disease.  All  the  convalescents  made  a com- 
plete recovery. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  of  a very  mild  type  during  the  year.  No  definite 
relationship  between  it  and  the  nine  cases  of  puerperal  fever  was  established. 

Under  the  Regulations  of  1927  regarding  pneumonia,  malaria  and 
dysentery,  80  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  but  no  others.  Cases  of 
amoebic  and  bacillary  dysentery  have  been  reported  from  time  to  time  in 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  County  Durham  but  no  evidence  is  forthcoming 
in  Darlington.  In  fact  our  diarrhoeal  death  rate  has  been  consistently  the 
lowest  in  the  North-east  for  the  past  seven  years. 

The  Fever  Hospital  with  its  surplus  of  available  beds  for  the  town  and 
district,  is  never  embarrassed  in  the  admission  of  cases,  and  accommodation 
is  available  for  all  types  of  infections,  notifiable  and  non-notifiable.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  block  of  40  beds  is,  however,  only  of  wooden  structure  and 
being  over  22  years  old  is  ripe  for  replacement  by  a more  modern  cubicle 
and  large  ward  block. 

Uncomplicated  cases  of  scarlet  fever  are  discharged  in  approximately 
four  weeks,  while  mild  cases  under  good  conditions  are  kept  at  home,  provided 
there  is  no  danger  to  the  public  health  in  food  supply  or  contact.  Cases 
nursed  at  home  are  supervised  by  a Health  Visitor,  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Old  routine  disinfection  of  premises  has  been 
in  a large  measure  superseded  by  requiring  a complete  “spring  cleaning”  of 
the  infected  property. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  in  a mild  form  at  the  begining  of  the  year  and 
accounted  for  an  increased  notification  of  pneumonia  but  the  death  roll  was 
not  materially  increased,  mainly  owing  to  the  early  precautions  which  were 
taken  through  propaganda  among  the  school  children.  Cases  of  pneumonia 
living  under  poor  surroundings  were  immediately  admitted  to  the  Fever 
Hospital  on  request  of  the  practitioner.  Weekly  intimations  of  the  absence  ■ 
of  all  children  from  school  are  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  and  this  ensures  prompt  visitation  and 
removal  to  hospital  if  necessary. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  examined  at  our  local 
laboratory  by  the  M.O.H.  or  Deputy  M.O.H.  or  are  sent  to  the  Armstrong 
College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  Swabbing  of  Diphtheria  cases  is  not  carried 
out  as  a routine  either  in  patients  or  contacts,  but  artificial  immunization 
by  the  Schick  process  is  carried  out  in  the  staff  of  the  Fever  Hospital  and  in 
the  children  under  five  at  our  Nursery  Schools,  subject  of  course  to  parental 
consent. 

Our  incidence  of  Diphtheria  has  been  so  low  recently — there  has  not  been 
a death  for  almost  two  years — that  one  can  ap})reciate  the  mentality  of  the 
jiarents  in  not  seeking  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  we  have  granted 
in  the  Health  Department.  Mrs.  Potts,  siqierintendent  of  the  Ueorge  Dent 
Nursery  School  takes  every  o})portimity  to  impress  on  j'a rents  the  necessity 
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for  })reveiition  in  this  manner.  Further  information  is  given  in  the  School 
Report  which  has  l)een  appended.  With  less  than  19%  of  our  babies  vac- 
cinated it  will  be  ai)])reeiated  that  Darlington  holds  fairly  strong  anti- 
immunization  \'iews  which  only  a serious  epidemic  can  shake. 

No  necessity  arose  for  v'accinations  under  the  Public  Health  (Small})ox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  as  there  was  no  smallpox. 

The  other  diseases  mentioned  in  the  Ministry’s  Circular — locally  con- 
tracted anthrax,  e))idemic  jaundice,  undulant  fever,  grandular  fever  or 
})sittacosis — were  not  brought  to  my  attention  at  any  time  during  the  year 
and  as  the  relationshi])  between  the  Health  l)ej)artment  and  the  Hospitals 
and  general  practitioners  is  very  intimate  and  cordial  I would  have  known 
had  there  been  any  sus})ected  cases. 

Chickenpox. — Four  hundred  and  ninety  two  eases  were  notified  and 
followed  up  in  order  to  ensure  isolation  and  (juarantine  in  our  schools. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  type  remains  mild  and  of  low  incidence — 115  cases 
with  no  deaths.  Serum  is  given  only  to  the  toxic  cases,  excellent  results 
having  been  achie^'ed  during  the  year  in  ])reventing  serious  comjilications. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  call  in  a consulting  surgeon  at  any  time  as  all  the 
complieations  were  treated  by  our  own  staff  by  minor  operations.  All 
convaleseent  ])atients  are  given  a course  of  Ultra-violet  Ray  treatment 
winter  and  summer  varying  from  2 minutes  up  to  30  minutes  ex})osure  back 
and  front.  Detailed  records  have  been  ke))t  ol’  weight,  general  ])rogress 
and  mental  eondition,  but  most  noticeable  is  the  apparent  happiness  of  the 
children. 

Diphtheria. — As  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  there  was  low  incidence 
and  no  deaths — 40  cases,  and  as  1 surmised  last  vear  we  arc  in  the  trouirh 
of  the  epidemic  waves. 

Typhoid  Fever. — The  single  case  was  a Xurse  who  neglected  to  })rotect 
herself  during  the  nursing  of  the  Malton  cases.  Fortunately  she  was  a mild 
case  detectccl  early. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Nine  cases  and  four  deaths  have  been  already 
commented  u})on.  One  was  nursed  at  home. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Six  cases  were  notified  and  investigated.  There 
were  no  deaths.  In  five  of  the  cases  home  nursing  by  the  (Queen’s  Xurses 
was  j)rovided  by  the  Authority.  All  recovered  completely. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — All  the  live  notified  completely  recovered, 
three  in  Hospital  and  two  at  home — vision  unim])aircd  and  no  deaths. 

Measles  and  German  Measles. — This  should  have  been  an  ei)idemic 
year,  seeing  the  last  severe  outbreak  was  in  1930  but  evidently  the  protection 
conferred  was  of  a high  degree.  Of  the  325  notified,  five  severe  ones  were 
admitted  to  the  Fever  Hospital  and  recovered.  Convalescent  serum  pro- 
vided by  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  has  been  frequently  used  in  des])erate 
cases  with  marked  results.  Five  cases  died  at  home,  and  nurses  paid  40  visits. 
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Whooping  Cough. — As  in  the  case  of  measles,  first  infections  in  a family 
within  two  months  in  children  under  five  years  are  notifiable  so  that  steps 
can  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  to  others.  Such  notifications  numbered 
181  and  there  wxre  two  deaths.  Nurses  paid  42  visits.. 


Pneumonia.^ — Influenzal  and  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  were  prevalent 
during  the  first  quarter  and  caused  80  cases  and  46  deaths.  Eleven  were 
admitted  mainly  from  overcrowded  houses  to  the  Fever  Hospital  and  of 
these  four  died.  There  is  a definite  relationship  between  deaths  from  pneu- 
monia and  bad  housing. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. — The  Fever  Hospital  staff  have  had  excellent 
experience  with  cases  from  the  military  authorities  at  Catterick  and  satis- 
factory results  have  been  achieved.  Of  13  cases  only  4 died — a mortality 
very  considerably  less  than  that  expected  and  holding  in  neighbouring  towns. 
All  the  cases  were  checked  baeteriologically  and  recoveries  were  complete 
and  maintained.  46  lumbar  punctures  were  performed  under  anaesthetic. 


Diarrhoea  under  Two  Years. — Darlington  holds  a very  proud  place  in 
the  North-East  having  had  the  lowest  incidence  of  all  the  County  Boroughs 
consistently  during  the  past  seven  years.  The  deaths  in  1932  numbered  2, 
a rate  of  1.7  per  1,000  births.  This  low  rate  can  be  attributed  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  mothers  and  children  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  work 
and  our  food  inspection  chiefly  the  milk  supply. 


Othor  Disoasos. — No  cases  of  acute  encephalitis  lethargiea,  acute  anterior 
j)oliomyelitis,  polioencephalitis,  dysentery,  rabies  or  anthrax  were  reported. 


Staff  Illness.— Owing  to  the  recreational  activities  and  the  general  high 
standard  of  physical  fitness  required  before  appointment  there  has  been  verv 
little  staff  illness  during  the  year.  Four  nurses  had  tonsillitis,  one  scarlet 
fever,  one  typhoid,  and  one  influenza,  total  off  duty  amounting  to  only  93 
days,  while  four  maids  were  ill  with  tonsillitis  a total  of  18  days.  The  total 
illness  lasted  111  days  out  of  a total  service  of  12,410  days — approximately 
.9%  while  the  figure  among  school  teachers  and  other  workers  is  in  the 
neighbourhood  ol  3%.  There  is  an  appreciable  imj)rovement  in  the  tvpe  of 
girl  now  seeking  to  be  a fully  qualified  registered  nurse,  and  one  looks  forward 
now  to  better  results  in  the  State  Registration  Examinations.  Two  new 
j)robationei  s can  be  taken  on  each  year,  and  at  the  completion  of  three  vears 
sit  their  examination.  Lectures  are  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Matron  and  Sister  Tutor.  ’ 


Vaccination.— Through  the  death  of  Dr.  .1.  Currie  D.S.O.,  in  Julv  193‘> 
a vacancy  occurred  m the  appointment  of  Public  Vaccinator,  but  arranoe- 
ments  have  been  made  for  Dr.  Wormald  to  continue  the  duties  until  our 

scheme  of  co-ordination  and  centralization  is  completed  next  vcar a special 

agreement  having  been  prei)ared  and  signed  respecting  the  all-in  services  and 
remuneration  with  the  approval  of  tlie  iMinistry  of  Healtli. 
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The  following  returns  are  kindly  forwarded  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Tomlin, 


Vaccination  Officer. 

Number  of  Births  Registered  ....  ....  1,127 

Certificate  of  Successful  Vaccination  ....  208 

,,  Conscientious  Objection  ....  840 

,,  Insusceptibility  ....  ....  4 

Died  uin  aecinated  under  one  vear  ....  ....  00 


Year  by  year  the  ])roj)ortion  of  vaccinations  steadily  falls  and  only  an 
outbreak  of  Smallpox  will  wake  the  parents  to  their  responsibility. 


Summary  of  Work  at  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Diseases 

Cases  removed  to  and  Deaths  in  Hosj)ital. 
From  Borough  From  Rural  & other  Districts 

Smallpox 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

101 



43 

— 

Diphtheria 

43 

— ■ 

7 

1 

Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fever 

1 

— 

36 

1 

Erysipelas 

....  1 

— 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 



— 

Puerperal  Fever  .... 

5 

— 

2 

■ 

Puerjieral  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 1 

4 



, 

Chiekenpox  ....  

— 

— 

— 



Measles  and  German  Measles 

5 

— 



Eneejihalitis  Lethargiea 

— 

— 

— 

- ■ - 

Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis.... 

1 1 

3 

■ 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

. 

1 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

4 

1 

9 

3 

Other  Conditions 

9 

2 

1 

— ■ 

Totals  

197 

13 

1 03 

6 

Operations  jierformed. — Mastoidectomy,  1 ; Tracheotomy,  1 ; 

Lumbar  Puncture,  40  ; 

Cisternal  Puncture,  1 ; 

Incision  of  (dands,  10  ; 

Dental  Extractions,  17. 

Artificial  Sunlight.  -Sixty-nine  jiatients  mainly  eon\alcs(*ents  from 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Pneumonia  received  552  doses  froni  our  Jesionek  Mercury 
\ apour  lamj),  varying  from  2 minutes  up  to  30  minutes  in  graduated  increases. 

CANCER. 

Several  meetings  of  the  North  of  England  (\)uneil  have  been  held  in 
Newcastle  and  the  Radium  Institute  has  been  set  u])  at  Boyal  Metoria  In- 
firmary the  line  of  investigation  to  be  carried  out  by  Dr.  E.  Dickens,  beimv 
bio-chemical  examination  of  iire-cancerous  states  during  the  coming  seven 
years.  A table  has  been  apjiended  showing  that  of  the  79  eases  in  1932, 
51  were  of  the  bowel,  and  that  41  were  male  and  38  female.  The  late 
diagnosis  and  inaccessibility  of  bowel  cancer  in  the  majority  of  eases  iioint  to 
the  necessity  for  some  such  investigation  as  Dr.  Dickens  is  embarking  upon. 
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The  mortality  in  Darlington  has  always  been  below  that  of  England  and 
Wales,  1.1  per  1,000  compared  with  1.5,  and  steps  are  taken  to  inform  the 
medical  practitioners,  and  also  keej)  the  public  informed  of  the  early  signs 
and  symptoms  and  the  facilities  at  our  local  hospital  and  at  Newcastle. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Sect.  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
as  the  Voluntary  Institutions  in  the  town  have  been  available  for  all 
cases  requiring  glasses. 


CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS,  &C. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  very  much  improved  since  the 
introduction  of  practical  school  hygiene  into  the  curriculum.  It  is  very  rare 
for  occasion  to  arise  to  take  strong  measures  as  the  visit  of  the  Health 
Visitor,  followed  by  that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  sufficient  to  rouse 
the  conscience. 

The  disinfection  of  houses  after  infectious  disease  is  a matter  which  is 
now  not  pressed  in  the  old-fashioned  way.  Rather,  the  importance  of 
thorough  cleansing  with  soap  and  water  is  emphasised,  the  bedding  and 
clothing  being  renioved  for  steam  disinfection  at  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  in  the  Ambulance  with  the  patient. 

Control  of  rats  and  insect  pests  is  ke})t  up  systematically  throughout  the 
year  by  supervision  of  tips,  water  courses,  waste  land  and  such  haunts. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  Scheme  since  last  year.  The  Clinic 
at  the  General  Hospital  is  staffed  by  Dr.  McFarlane,  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Venereal  Diseases  Officer,  a full-time  Orderly  and  a part-time 
Nurse  from  the  Hospital  Staff.  The  wooden  building  is  unsatisfactory,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  new  quarters  will  be  shortly  available.  Very  fcAV  general 
practitioners  can  aiford  the  time  or  have  sufficient  experience  to  treat  these 
cases  adequately , and  in  addition  our  ascertainment  of  infected  families  by 
our  maternity  and  school  services  is  now  much  more  complete.  The  Clinic 
also  serves  Durham  and  North  Riding  patients.  Two  beds  are  ])rovided  in 
the  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Laboratory  work  is  done  at  the  Clinic  and  the  Armstrono-  Colleoe. 

& 


r Examinations  made  in  the  University  of  Durham  ('ollegc 

of  Medicine,  I ubhc  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle-inion-Ibnic,  during  tiie 
year  CMK  ing  on  the  .3 1st  December,  1982,  relating  to  ])ersons  residing  in  the 
County  Borough  ol  Darlington. 
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Nature  of  Test 

Number 
of  Tests 

For  detection  of  s])irochetes 

For  Ti'eatmcnt  Centre 

— 

• 

For  Practitioneis  .... 

— 

For  detection  of  gonococci 

For  Treatment  Centre 

— 

For  Practitioners  .... 

— 

For  Wassermann  reaction 

For  Treatment  Centre 

;3io 

For  Practitioners  .... 

61 

C.S.  Fluid  

For  Treatment  Centre 

1 

For  Practitioners  .... 

2 

C.S.  Fluid  for  Ciencral  Examination.... 

For  Practitioners  .... 

1 

Total 

.*375 

Xo  action  was  taken  under  the  \"enereal  Disease  Act  in  |)ul)lie  prose- 
eutions,  but  “follow-u])”  arrangements  have  had  a very  salutary  etfect  in 
traeing  sources  of  infection  and  enforcing  treatment. 


There  is  a local  branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene  C ouncil,  of  which 
the  Medical  Ofliccr  of  Health  is  Honorary  Secretary. 

The  Clinic  is  o])cn  for  women  and  children  Monday,  'ruesday,  and  Friday, 
2 }).ni.,  and  for  men,  Tuesday  and  Friday,  5-.‘3()  p.m.,  also  by  s])ecial  a])point- 
ment  for  treatment  and  irrigation. 


Number  of  Darlington  County  Borough  Out-patients 
attending  Clinic  for  first  time. 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Soft  Chancre 

Other  Cases 

Total 

Total 

Attendances 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1920 

65 

42 

55 

14 

2 

8 

5 

130 

61 

191 

1 .795 

1921 

47 

27 

24 

5 

— 

— 

9 

— 

80 

32 

112 

1 ,234 

1922 

36 

22 

17 

12 

3 

1 

13 

12 

69 

47 

116 

1,816 

1923 

16 

22 

36 

19 



5 

18 

12 

70 

68 

128 

4,288 

1924 

25 

13 

49 

36 

3 

1 

24 

40 

101 

90 

191 

4,433 

1925 

32 

26 

54 

30 

3 

2 

24 

26 

113 

84 

197 

4,207 

1926 

31 

27 

70 

25 

1 

1 

52 

29 

154 

82 

236 

6,955 

1927 

24 

30 

78 

39 

1 

— 

26 

15 

129 

84 

213 

7,856 

1928 

33 

33 

118 

57 

4 

— 

44 

48 

199 

138 

337 

1 1 ,388 

1929 

27 

20 

67 

31 

5 

— 

32 

42 

131 

93 

224 

1,2774 

1930 

14 

26 

68 

17 

1 

— 

50 

45 

123 

88 

211 

10,765 

1931 

28 

16 

63 

22 

2 

— 

35 

54 

128 

92 

220 

1 1,725 

1932 

28 

19 

68 

17 

'■ 

47 

27 

143 

63 

2()G 

12,096 
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Summary  of  Work  at  Darlington  Treatment  Centre. 


Co. 

N.R. 

New  Cases 

Parliiigtoii 

Durham 

YarDs, 

Total 

Syphilis 

47 

9 

8 

64 

Soft  Chancre  .... 

— 

1 

• — ■ 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

85 

24 

18 

122 

Conditions  other  than  VTiiereal 

74 

21 

21 

116 

I otal .... 

206 

55 

42 

808 

Total  number  of  attendances 

12,096 

2,281 

1,627 

16,004 

In-Patient  Days 

Total  Doses  of  Arsenobenzene  Com- 

89 

84 

27 

200 

pounds  given 

789 

157 

177 

1,078 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

I am  pleased  to  be  aide  to  note  the  reduet  ion  in  deaths  from  91  to  79 
partieularly  in  sueh  a dilticult  year  when  one  would  have  expected  an  in- 
crease due  to  poor  feeding  and  associated  worries  of  family  life.  There  is  still 
unfortunately  much  reluctance  on  the  part  of  patients  to  face  the  facts  in 
that  late  consultation  with  a doctor  and  late  notification  to  me  delay  the 
all  important  early  treatment.  For  instance  of  the  79  deaths,  18  were*  noti- 
fied within  a week  of  death  and  88  within  three  months.  From  the  informa- 
tion I have,  most  of  these  eases  had  been  obviously  losing  weight  for  a year 
or  more.  One  welcomes  the  fact  that  the  deaths  from  non-pidmonary 
tuberculosis  are  the  lowest  on  record.  This  can  be  attributed  to  the 
])asteurization  of  milk  supplies  and  periodic  inspection  of  dairy  cows,  as 
well  as  medical  inspections.  The  notifications  of  new  cases  are  also  the 
lowest  recorded. 


Ihe  Scheme  has  not  been  altered  since  last  year,  Durham  County  Council 
Staff  carrying  out  the  Clinical  Disj^ensary  and  Sanatorium  work.  The 
Dispensary  is  held  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  at  the  Health  Office.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Honorary*  Secretary  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Care  Committee,  so  that  close  co-ordination  is  maintained  in  all  the  services. 

Advanced  cases  in  overcrowded  homes  are  removed  to  the  Municipal 
Hospital,  but  special  accommodation  has  been  opened  at  our  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  as  there  is  much  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  patients  to 
enter  the  1 oor  Law  Institution.  The  housing  of  our  tuberculous  families 
IS  also  another  matter  for  improvement. 


91  lalt^^elr'^^^  ^leaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1982,  compared  with 


'rulx'rculosis  of  tlie  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 


Females. 

w w 


Males. 

49 

4 


f 


4\)tal. 

71 

8 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1932. 


Age-Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

1 

N( 

IhjhiK 

311- 

mary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1—  

3 

4 

4 

• » • • 

2 

2 

1 

5 — 

1 

3 

5 

7 

2 

.... 

1 

.... 

10—  

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

15—  

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

5 

1 

.... 

20—  

10 

12 

1 

i 

0 

25 — 

12 

14 

1 

0 

7 

35 — 

11 

4 

.... 

1 

4 

2 

1 

45—  

11 

3 

1 

1 

10 

5 

55 — 

0 

4 

1 

8 

05  and  upwards 

2 

2 

.... 

1 

2 

1 

.... 

Totals 

00 

53 

17 

29 

41) 

22 

4 

4 

Of  the  above  79  deatlis,  11  were  eases  wliieli  came  to  to  tlie  knowleclp^e 
of  the  IMedieal  Officer  of  Health  otherwise  than  by  notification  under  tlie 
Regulations. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS, 

1925,  and  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925  (Section  62). 

No  eom])ulsory  action  has  been  taken,  as  informal  pressure  was  in  all 
eases  sufficient  to  attain  our  ends. 


Summary  of  the  Year’s  Work. 


Total  Darlington  ])aticnts  in  Institutions,  1()<S.  Of  these  7 had  been  in 
more  than  one  year.  Number  of  days’  treatment  in  1932  : — 13,354 


About  90% 
Darlington  Residents. 


Patients  attending  Dispensary  ....  503 

Total  attendances  ....  ....  2,00(S 

Health  Visitors — First  visits,  130  ; re-visits  2,084.  Total— 2,220. 
Visits  and  Dressings  by  Queen’s  Nurses — ^079  to  28  ])atients. 


During  the 
^dolet  Ray  Ther 


year  47  X-Ray  examinations 
aj)y  Treatment  was  given  to  09 


were  carried 
patients. 


out. 


Ultra- 


u 

SANATORIA  AND  HOSPITALS  USED. 


Days’ 


Patients. 

Total. 

Treatment. 

M. 

F. 

- 

Tindale  Crescent 

— 

7 

7 

564 

Darlington  General  Hospital  .... 

10 

5 

15 

1,718 

Holy  wood  Hall  Sanatorium 

48 

— 

48 

5,898 

Helmington  Row  Sanatorium 

2 

— 

2 

557 

Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium 

— 

10 

10 

1,334 

Earl’s  House  Sanatorium 

7 

— 

7 

o4o 

Bleneathra  Sanatorium 

— 

4 

4 

486 

Stannington  Sanatorium 

3 

5 

8 

1,506 

Sunderland  Sanatorium  .... 

— 

a 

5 

580 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary 

1 

— 

1 

39 

Preston  Hall 

1 

— 

1 

127 

Total  .... 

72 

36 

108 

13,354 

One  Shelter  was  ereetecl  for  the  use  of  a patient  residing  in  the  Borough 
during"  the  year,  and  5 were  in  use  on  the  1st  of  January,  1933. 

In  addition  seventeen  female  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Fever 
Hospital  for  1,397  days’  treatment  and  fifteen  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmon- 
ary  male  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Poor  Law  Institution,  all  in  an  advanced 
and  infectious  condition. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  (Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary 

and  DEATHS. 


Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

1920 

151 

61 

55 

22 

1921 

124 

66 

32 

17 

1922 

111 

71 

47 

20 

1923 

135 

69 

80 

15 

1924 

119 

62 

65 

21 

1925 

134 

58 

56 

24 

1926 

131 

59 

76 

16 

1927 

119 

68 

59 

19 

1928 

101 

58 

63 

27 

] 929 

102 

63 

54 

14 

1930 

106 

iu 

65 

10 

] 931 

105 

75 

50 

16 

1932 

119 

71 

4(5 

8 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  Register  of  Notifications. 


PULMOXAHY. 

XON-PULMOXARY. 

Total 

Cases. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

^Nlales. 

Females. 

Total. 

201 

158 

859 

140 

161 

801 

660 

REMOVALS  FROM  REGISTER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Total 

Non-Pulmonaiy 

M.  F. 

Total 

Total 

Case.s 

Withdrawn 

8 

1 

4 

— 1 

1 

5 

Recovery  .... 

— 

— 

— 

8 8 

6 

6 

Deaths 

49 

28 

72 

7 7 

14 

86 

Left  District 

7 

8 

10 

8 8 

6 

16 

VOLUNTARY  CARE  COMMITTEE. 


The  social  work  carried  out  by  tliis  Coniniittee  increases  in  importance 
year  by  year,  in  furtherin^r  the  welfare  of  afflicted  families  by  providing 
advice,  better  housing,  additional  clothing,  nourishment  or  financial  hel]).  ^ 

Since  1919,  619  cases  have  been  dealt  with,  and  during  the  ])rescnt  vear 
68  new  applications  were  entertained. 

It  is  regrettable  that  so  much  of  this  help  of  a material  form  in  eggs, 
milk,  butter,  meat,  is  rendered  of  less  effect  by  the  ])oor  housing  in  which 
the  families  are  financially  obliged  to  live,  or  to  which  the  patTcnts  must 
return  when  convalescent  from  sanatoria.  I have  ahvays  held  the  opinion 
that  the  direct  tuberculosis  schemes  have  not  attained  the  success  that  Avas 
anticipated,  but  that  our  maternity  and  child  Avelfare  and  school  medical 
services,  with  their  better  teaching  of  health  ideals  early,  and  open-air 
schools  for  the  delicate,  are  much  sounder  financial  j)ro])ositions. 

The  removal  of  our  early  tuberculous  cases  to  emi)lovment  in  a colon v, 
as  has  been  so  suceessfully  done  at  Papworth  and  Prestoii  Hall,  where  treat- 
ment is  combined  with  suitable  work,  is  the  ideal  but  initially  expensive 
scheme.  The  next  best  is  the  re-housing  and  supervision  of  the  infected 
families,  if  necessary  by  subsidy  from  the  rates  in  order  to  try  to  stoj)  the 
passing  of  infection  from  parent  to  child.  The  most  infectious  eases  iii  the 
last  stages  should  be  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  It  is 
estimated  that  a 16-bed  pavilion  would  be  the  necessary  addition  to  our 
present  Fever  Hospital  accommodation  for  this  pur})ose.  ' 
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HEALTH  EDUGATtON. 


PROPAGANDA. 

This  ever-growing  side  of  the  Piiblie  Health  Department  is  interwoven 
in  all  the  daily  routine.  It  often  means  the  difFicidt  task  of  teaching  people 
who  are  very  unwilling  to  improve  their  conditions.  The  visit  of  the  Health 
Visitor,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  School  Nurse  is  as  much  educational 
as  the  work  of  the  School  Teacher  in  the  School,  though  the  lessons  are  not 
sought.  The  good  name  of  the  town  is  largely  due  to  the  work  of  these 
people  in  producing  such  a high  standard  of  citizenship.  Lectures  have  been 
given  by  members  of  the  Staff  to  representative  organisations  in  the  town, 
the  Women’s  Guilds,  the  Men’s  Guilds,  the  political  organisations,  the  British 
Legion,  the  British  Undertakers’  Association,  the  Rotary  Club,  Church 
Meetings,  College  of  Nursing,  Midwives’  Institute,  Trades  Council.  Posters, 
Leaflets,  Press  articles  and  the  monthly  “Better  Health”  Magazine  have 
been  circulated  with  a view  to  rousing  the  health  conscience  of  the  citizens. 
Two  thousand  co])ies  of  this  interesting  journal  are  distributed  monthly 
in  Schools  and  Clinics  and  are  earnestly  sought  for  by  parents  and  children. 

The  Baby  Day  Celebrations  have  already  been  mentioned. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1932, 


Me.  a.  E.  Wade,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  as  follows  : — 


To  Dr.  G.  A.  Dawson,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

County  Borough  of  Darlington. 

Dear  Sir, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1932. 

I have  endeavoured  to  make  full  use  of  the  special  legislation  contained 
in  the  Darlington  Corporation  Act,  1930. 

Section  149  requires  houses.  Hats,  &c.  let  to  more  than  one  family  to 
be  provided  with  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  I wish  to  thank 
the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  has  rendered 
in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Section  150  requires  each  house  or  jiart  of  a house  let  separately  to  be 
provided  with  adequate  food  storage  accommodation.  The  adminstration 
of  this  Section  has  taken  up  much  time  as  owners  have  endeavoured  to  evade 
their  responsibility  on  the  plea  that  sub-tenants  were  the  occupiers’  re- 
sponsibility. In  many  eases  this  has  been  correct,  but  where  the  owner  has 

received  the  rent  for  sub-letting,  foodstore  accommodation  has  been 
insisted  upon. 


Section  160  requires  all  manufacturers  and  vendors  of  Ice  Cream  to  be 
registered.  This  has  given  us  greater  powers.  Wherever  contamination  is 
hkely  to  occur,  registration  has  been  refused.  Ice  Cream  is  now  made  under 
le  ei  c on  i ^oiis,  indeed,  many  manufacturers  have  accpiired  modern 
niachinery  and  have  adopted  methods  more  commensurate  with  tlic  handlino- 
ot  such  an  easily  contaminated  commodity.  It  is  regrettable  t liat  power  does 
not  exist  to  prevent  street  trading,  as  contamination  from  dust  during  dry 
and  windy  weather  is  still  a })e)teutial  dano-er.  ‘ 
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Section  164  -Tender  tliis  section  all  the  laroe  and  fonl  ash])its  in  con- 
nection with  dwell in^>houses  have  been  discontinued,  and  tipping  or  ])ortable 
bins  have  been  substituted.  It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  the  section  does 
not  give  })ower  I’or  the  demolition  oC  these  ashpits  in  addition  to  the  dis- 
continnanee  of  their  use.  However,  many  owners  have  demolished  ash])its 
and  used  the  space  to  better  advantage. 

Section  166  has  hel])ed  us  considerably  in  the  control  of  tents,  living 
vans  and  like  structures,  used  in  lieu  ol‘  dwellinghouses. 

The  intensive  inspection  of  food  has  been  ])ursued  with  gratifying 
results.  Ins])eetion  of  cowsheds,  milk  sup])lies  and  meat  has  taken  up  an 
enormous  amount  of  time.  It  is  dihieult  to  shew  any  tangible  results  from  our 
activities  in  this  direction,  yet  I feel  sure  the  health  of  the  community  must 
have  benefitted  thereby,  although  the  economic  position  has  had  a nullifying 
effect  u])on  the  results  aimed  at.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the  relations 
between  the  Olliee  and  the  various  traders  still  remains  satisfaetorv.  although 

our  activities  have  entailed  considerable  loss  to  manv. 

•/ 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  sewage  of  the  town  is  conveyed  by  gravi- 
tation to  the  Sewage  Farm  in  Skerne  A'alley  about  a mile  to  the  south  of  the 
town.  Storm  overflows  are  j:>rovided  at  convenient  j)oints  in  the  lower 
]iarts  of  the  town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  River  Skerne.  During  very 
heavy  rainfall  serious  flooding  took  ])laee  in  Rydal  Road,  C'lifton  Road  and 
Leyburn  Road,  the  sewage  entering  some  of  the  houses  to  a depth  of  six 
inehes.  I understand  certain  works  are  to  be  nndertaken  immediatelv  bv 
the  liorough  Surveyor  to  ])revent  this  oeeurrenee. 

Xumerous  complaints  have  been  received  from  residents  of  the  un])leasant 
emanations  from  the  o))en  sewer  ventilators.  This  annoyance  is  very  real, 
and  is  badly  in  need  of  alleviation  by  means  of  a more  u])-to-date  ventilation 
system. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. — 1,090  water  closets  were  substituted  for  a like 
number  of  ))rivy-ashpits,  11  water  closets  were  substituted  for  11  ])rivy-pans 
and  25  water  closets  for  25  privy-middens.  These  substitutions  Avere  carried 
out  under  the  eoiiA^ersion  schemes. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-one  ])riA^y-ashpits,  7 privy-])ans  and  5 ])rivv- 
middens  have  been  removed  and  no  Avater  closets  substituted  Avhere  the 
premises  Avere  already  ])rovided  Avith  a Avater  closet. 

1 he  following  is  a list  of  the  A'arious  forms  of  sanitarv  conA'enieiu'es  in 
use  in  the  Rorough  : — 


Water  closets 

19,549 

Combined  PriAy-ashj)its 

451 

Pri\y-pans  .... 

.92 

Old  Privy  middens  .... 

22 

Total  ....  20,057 

Scavenging  and  Tips.  -The  seaA  enging  of  the  toAvn  is  undertaken  and 
carried  out  by  the  Rorough  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Snipe  Ti})  is  the  only  one  used  lor  the  de})osit  of  priA  y contents.  This 
is  coA^ered  over  each  Av^eek  and  is  small  in  (juantity  oAving  to  the  ra])id  progress 
of  the  conversion  of  priAues  to  Av'ater  closets.  This  tip  is  situated  AA'ell  aAA'av 
iTom  any  (hvellings,  and  constitutes  no  nuisance, 
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Household  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  at  three  tips  : — • 
Neasham  Road,  South  Park  and  the  Old  Brickyard  at  Plarrowgate  Hill. 
By  this  method  much  low  lying  land  is  improved  or  re-claimed.  No  nuisance 
has  arisen,  as  each  day  the  material  is  covered  with  soil. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — 2,583  Inspections  and  4,650^Re-inspections 
of  houses  were  made  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts.  855 
Informal  Notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  of  property  in  respect  of  2,345 
nuisances  existing  thereon,  and  in  very  many  cases  the  nuisances  were 
abated  without  further  action  being  necessary.  The  remaining  cases  where 
the  notices  were  not  complied  with,  were  included  in  the  monthly  reports 
submitted  to  you.  Upon  your  instructions  389  Statutory  Notices  for  the 
abatement  of  740  nuisances  were  served  during  the  year.  The  total  number 
of  nuisances  abated  in  compliance  with  notices  served  during  the  year  was2,  406. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  various  headings  under  which  such 
notices  were  served  : — 


1 — 

Number  of  Nuisances 
or  defects  dealt  with 
by  Informal  Notices 

Number  of  Nuisances 
or  defects  dealt  with 

by  Formal  Notices  by 

Order  of  the  Council 

Number  of  Nuisances 

or  defects 

abated  or  remedied 

after  service  of 

Notices 

Dwelling-houses : — 

Foul  Conditions 

58 

1 

59 

Structural  Defects 

1,327 

348 

1,239 

Water  Supply  to  Houses  & Defective  Fittings 

7 

7 

Absence  of  Foodstores  .... 

122 

19 

168 

Absence  of  Sinks 

27 

3 

22 

Absence  of  Washing  Accommodation 

3 



3 

Absence  of  Cooking  Accommodation 

3 

3 

Overcrowding 

5 

5 

2 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

86 

16 

77 

Water  Closet: — 

Drains  stopped  and  Defective  Fittings  .... 

78 

39 

15 

19 

Water  Supplies  to  Water  Closets  ....  ^ 

3 

39 

House  Drainage: — 

o ••••  ....  ....  .... 

Yard,  Cellar  Drains,  Down-pipes  stopped, 

Defective  Drains  and  Traps 

414 

106 

399 

No  disconnection  from  Sewer  .... 

Filthy  Yards 

5 

3 

5 

3 

Animals  and  Poultry  Im})roperly  kej^t 

4 

4 

Slaughterhouses 

9 

9 

Cowsheds 

1 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

6 

4 

117 

4* 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Ashpits,  Privies  and  Ashbins 

224 

o 

4 

311 

Dejmsits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

9Q 

Rats 

Living  Vans 

o 

5 

3 

Totals  for  1932 

2,345 

740 

2,406 

40 


Analysis  of  Inspections,  1932. 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  

Van  Dwellings  

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Overcrowded  Houses 

Interviews  with  Owners  and  Builders 

Yards  and  Courts  


7,194 

71 

142 

55 

1,827 

194 


Total  Inspections  of  Housing  Conditions 


9,483 


Slaughterhouses  .... 

Bakehouses 

Cowsheds 

Milk  Retailers 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Offensive  Trades 

Cold  Stores 

Fruit  Warehouses 

Markets 

Milk  Tested  for  Dirt 


4,804 

245 

350 

461 

151 

225 

22 

119 

138 

151 


Total  Inspections  with  reference  to  Food 


6,666 


Places  of  Public  Entertainment 
Visits  after  Infectious  Disease  .... 
Factories,  Workshops,  etc. 

Drain  Testing 
Rat  Inspections  .... 

Piggeries 

Smoke  Abatement 
Investigation  of  Complaints 
Shops’  Acts 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts 


40 

260 

800 

20 

90 

69 

32 

138 

467 

440 


Total  of  other  Ins])ections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2,356 


Total  Inspections  made  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  18,505 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Sixteen  smoke  observations  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  Avith 
4 premises.  Special  visits  were  made  and  advice  giA'cn  to  stokers  aiid  others 
concerned,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Section  334  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  exemj)ts  the  folloAving 
processes  from  the  })rovisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  Smoke  Abatement  : — 
The  smelting  of  ores  and  minerals,  calcining,  ])uddling  and  rolling  of  iron  and 
other  metals,  and  the  conversion  of  pig-iron  into  wrought-iron.  The  Public 
Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926,  Section  1,  Subsection  E extends  the 
aforementioned  list  of  exemptions  to  : “Re-heating,  annealing,  hardening, 
“forging,  and  the  converting  and  carburising  of  iron  and  other  metals”  : — 
Including  smoke  from  dwelling-houses  (also  exem})t)  it  Avill  be  seen  that  the 
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greatest  smoke  pollution  emanates  from  premises  that  are  exempted  under 
the  relevant  Acts.  From  a public  health  point  of  view  this  is  regrettable,  but 
it  is  recognised  by  the  legislature,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  carry  on 
these  industries  and  comply  with  the  standard  of  “not  more  than  2 minutes 
emission  of  black  smoke  in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous  period  of 
30  minutes”,  as  required  by  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926. 


Analysis  of  Observations. 


PREMISES 

No.  of 

Observations 

Minutes 

Black 

Smoke 

Minutes 

Moderate 

Smoke 

Length  of 

time  of 
Observation 

Municipal  Hospital  .... 

4 

6i,  15,  2i 

12, 7, 4,24, 

30  mins. 

2 

8,  8 

11,  5 

30  „ 

Tadcaster  Brewery  Co.,  Idd., 

1 

2i 

30  „ 

Ridsdale  Street 

1 

3 

4i 

30  „ 

L.N.E.R.  Co.  (Repair  Shops, 

1 

0 

H 

30  „ 

Bank  Top) 

Hy.  Pease  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Priest- 

5 

44, 7, 10, 

5.  7.  7,  8, 

30  „ 

gate  Mills  .... 

64,  24 

5 

2 

14. 34 

5,  4 

30  „ 

HOUSING  ACT,  1925— BYELAWS. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — ^These  byelaws  apply  to  flats,  tenements  or 
parts  of  houses  used  for  occupation  by  the  working  classes  and  occupied  by 
members  of  more  than  one  family. 

Many  large  houses  originally  constructed  for  occupation  by  one  family 
only,  are  now  let  to  several  families.  Unfortunately  the  byelaws  do  not 
require  an  owner  or  occupier  to  notify  or  register  such  premises,  therefore 
they  often  exist  undetected.  When  discovered,  the  owners  are  asked  to 
provide  the  amenities,  required  by  the  byelaws,  but  in  many  cases  they  refuse 
and  immediately  give  notice  to  quit.  These  actions  coupled  with  the  scarcity 
of  small  houses  whose  rentals  are  within  the  scope  of  the  persons  living  in 
these  flats,  or  houses  let  in  lodgings,  cause  the  successful  application  of  the 
byelaws  to  be  postponed  and  in  some  cases  impossible. 

I arn  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade  who  has  visited 
all  premises  containing  second  floors  and  over,  whenever  requested.  His 
help  in  this  behalf  has  been  invaluable. 

The  following  table  will  give  some  idea  of  the  situation  and  the  amount 
of  work  entailed  and  accomplished. 

Dwellinghouses  originally  constructed  as  single  houses  and  occupied 

as  two  or  more  tenements  or  flats  dealt  with  during  1932.  51 

Premises  discontinued  to  be  so  let  rather  than  complv  with  the 

byelaws  ....  ‘ i-r 
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Number  of  separate  families 
Number  of  visits  paid  by  Ius])ectors  .... 

Premises  where  separate  foodstores,  sinks,  water  su})])lies  or  washing 
accommodation,  have  been  installed 

Premises  where  special  fire  escapes  have  been  installed  or  other 
structural  alterations  carried  out 

Premises  where  the  application  of  the  byelaws  have  been  held  in 
abeyance  ])ending  changes  in  tenancies 

Living  Vans,  Tents  and  Sheds. — During  1932  one  site  was  consented  to 
for  occupation  by  one  living  van.  There  are  now  five  sites  in  use. 

Valley  Street  North  Lodge  Street. 

Archer  Street.  Chesnut  Street. 

Back  Mclland  Street  (one  van  only). 

All  the  sites  are  under  constant  observation  by  the  District  Inspectors 
and  myself. 

Three  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  complied  with,  chiefly  dealing 
with  insufficient  water  closet  accommodation  and  defective  flush-pipe  con- 
nections. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment. — By  the 

Home  Office  Order  25th  August,  1920,  the  Secretary  of  State  recpiires  Sani- 
tary Authorities  to  give  sj)eeial  attention  to  ])remises  holding  a licence  for 
Music  and  Dancing,  s])ecial  regard  to  be  given  to  lavatory  accommodation 
dressing  rooms,  ventilation  and  means  of  esca])e  in  case  of  fire. 

There  are  25  ]:)remises  in  the  Borough  to  which  this  Order  a])plies, 
10  Picture  Halls,  4 llilliard  Halls,  10  Dance  Halls  and  1 Hotel. 

The  question  of  esca])e  in  case  of  fire  was  dealt  with  by  the  Fire  Brigade 
Officer. 

The  lavatory  accommodation,  dressing  rooms  and  auditoriums  have 
always  been  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

The  ventilation  at  2 Picture  Halls  is  not  altogether  satisfactory  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  ensure  improvement. 

The  Order  suggests  that  where  an  adverse  rei)ort  is  received  relating  to 
these  premises,  the  Licensing  Authority  should  cause  the  licencee  of  such 
premises  to  be  informed  that  unless  the  conditions  be  promtly  remedied  the 
matter  will  be  taken  into  consideration  when  the  (picstion  of  the  renewal  of 
the  licence  comes  before  them. 

Improvements  in  ventilation  have  been  obtained  at  one  Picture  House 
during  the  year.  One  New  Picture  Hall  has  been  added  and  the  system  of 
ventilation  here  is  worthy  of  note.  It  is  the  only  Picture  Hall  in  the  town 
that  has  the  Plenum  System  in  operation.  Here,  the  air  is  drawn,  via  a 
conduit  from  the  roof  level  and  is  screened  to  remove  soot  and  other  solid 
impurities.  It  is  then  passed  through  heated  radiators  in  winter  (cooled  in 
summer)  and  enters  each  part  of  the  auditorium  well  above  the  heads  of  the 
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173 

22 

4 

11 
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audience.  The  temperature  is  automatically  governed  by  thermostats. 
As  the  inlets  are  greater  than  the  outlets,  draughts  from  doors  are  impossible. 
Special  arrangements  are  designed  to  ensure  clean  air  immediately  in  front 
of  the  projection  screen,  thereby  obviating  discomfort  to  the  eyes.  Ample 
lavatory  cloak-room  accommodation  has  been  provided, <.also  exits  in  case 
of  fire.  The  boiler  is  heated  by  oil  thereby  eliminating  any  nuisance  from 
dirt  or  smoke. 

Offensive  Trades. — Applications  for  licences  were  made  by  2 Fish  Friers, 
and  one  Gut  Scraper.  The  licence  for  a Gut  Scraper  was  granted,  and  the 
2 Fish  Friers  were  refused.  One  licence  for  a Tripe  Boiler  has  been  dis- 
continued during  the  year. 

The  number  of  premises  now  used  for  offensive  trades  and  duly  licensed 
is  41,  as  follows  : — 

1 Gut  Scraper. 

33  Fish  Friers. 

1 Fellmonger. 

1 Fat  Rendering  and  Tripe  Boiling. 

3 Fat  Rendering. 

2 Rag  and  Bone  Dealers. 

There  are  also  29  Fried  Fish  Shops  in  the  Borough  not  on  the  Licensed 
Register,  having  been  established  prior  to  the  date  of  the  Order  under  which 
they  are  scheduled  as  Offensive  Trades. 

The  whole  of  the  premises  are  under  supervision,  and  are  kept  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Eight  Informal  Notices  were  served  and 
complied  with. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. — The  number  of  Workshops, 
including  Bakehouses,  on  the  Register  at  the  31st  December,  1932,  was  447, 
and  the  number  of  Factories  217,  total  664,  of  which  936  inspections  have 


been  made. 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  110 

Dressmaking,  Millinery,  &c.  46 

Boot  Repairing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  55 

Joiners,  Cabinetmakers,  &c.  66 

Tailors  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Plumbers  ....  ....  ....  17 

Blacksmiths  ......  i‘> 

Painters 23 

Upholsterers  ....  ....  ....  12 

Other  Workshops  285 


Total  ....  659 


Defects. 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ....  ....  

9 

9 

Other  Nuisances 

18 

16 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

9 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

13 

13 

Insufficient 

8 

6 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  .... 

3 

3 

Total 

60 

55 

Five  notices  of  defects  to  be  dealt  with  under  Pul)lic  Health  Acts  were 
received  from  the  Factory  Inspector,  and  in  each  case  the  ])remises  were 
ins])ected,  notices  served  where  necessary  and  the  defects  remedied. 


Outworkers. — Eight  lists  containing  the  names  of  .30  Outw'orkers,  were 
received,  and  .39  ins})ections  of  the  ])remises  of  such  Outworkers  were  made. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-28.  There  is  one  Manufactory  for  Rag  Flock 
w'ithin  the  Borough  which  has  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  l)usiness 
has  been  found  to  be  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner.  One  Formal 
sample  was  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  to  determine  the  degree  of 
cleanliness  of  the  Flocks,  and  the  Analyst  re])orted  the  sam])le  to  contain 
well  under  the  limit  of  Soluble  Chlorine  as  ])rescribed  by  the  Act. 


HOUSING. 
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The  following  figures 

show  the 

{)rogres.s  made 

in  liouse  })uilding 

since 

1917 

By  Brivato  Enterprise 
Without  With 

•Subsidy  .Subsidy 

6 ....  — 

By  Cor])oration 
Without  With 

•Subsidy  .Subsidy 

Total 

6 

1918 

2 

— 

■ 

. 

2 

1919 

6 

— 

1 



6 

1920 

17 



• 

- 

17 

1921 

9 

— 



86 

95 

1922 

187 

— 



152 

339 

1923 

264 

1 



35* 

300* 

1924 

103 

208 



18* 

329* 

1925 

96 

.399 



15 

510 

1926 

81 

256 



50 

387 

1927 

56 

334 





390 

1928 

58 

274 

— 

332 

1929 

63 

420 

....  



483 

1930 

261* 

— 

....  



264* 

1931 

266 

2 

....  

- 

268 

1932 

311 

— 

6 

8 

325 

* The  boundary  of  the  Borough  was  extended  in 

1930  and  nine 

addit 

ional 

nouses  in  1923  and  26  in  1924,  which  were  erected  by  the  Corporation,  and 
27  houses  which  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  "in  1930  were  built  on 
land  which  is  now  part  of  the  County  Borough. 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  855 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  2,583 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925  ....  446 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  940 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  267 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices  ; — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  771 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  .... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  services  of  Formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

B— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
lemedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


19  and  21  oftlie  Housint;  Ac 

1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  whit 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-liouses  demolislicd  in  i)ursu;in( 
of  Demolition  Orders  .... 


163 


134 

0 


389 


305 

0 


0 

0 


D. 


— Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Niiinl)er  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  res])ect  of  wdiich  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  0 

(2)  Xumher  of  sei)arate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  (dosing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  ))een  rendered  fit  ....  0 

E.  — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Xuml)er  of  dwelling-houses  in  rcsjicct  of  which  notices 

became  operative  recpiiring  re])airs  ....  ....  ....  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  lit 
after  serviee  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  Py  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  . ..  9 

{[))  Py  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  res])eet  of  whieh 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  ])ursuance  of 
declaration  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ....  ....  0 

F.  — Proceedings  under  seetions  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  res})ect  of  whieh 

( losing  Orders  bec.ame  o))erative  ....  ....  ....  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  resj)ect  of  which 

(dosing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  lit  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  became  o])erative....  ....  ....  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

Overcrowding. — The  shortage  of  houses  of  rentals  suitable  for  those  with 
small  ineomes  remains  the  same.  The  increase  in  unem})loyment  has 
caused  many  to  seek  accommodation  that  is  inadccpiate  to  their  needs  ; 
those  whose  families  are  growing  u])  remain  in  small  houses  or  seek  tenemented 
rooms.  Although  of  recent  years  a large  number  of  houses  have  been  built 
in  the  Porough,  these  scarcely  affect  the  position  at  all.  The  houses  vacated 
by  those  who  have  removed  to  newly  built  houses  in  the  suburbs  have  been 
allowed  to  become  de-controlled,  rents  have  been  increased  so  that  they  often 
stand  vacant  for  long  ])eriods  of  time,  and  arc  not  available  for  those  whose 
needs  are  greatest.  Idiere  is  great  need  for  houses  built  on  different  lines 
to  the  semi  or  detached  houses,  as  these  arc  beyond  the  income  of  the  small 
wage  earner,  or  those  who  are  uncm})loyed  for  long  ])eriods. 

Forty  premises,  consisting  of  92  rooms  occu})ied  by  52  families  composed 
of  310  persons  were  specially  reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  and  the 
details  passed  on  the  the  Housing  Committee. 
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Verminous  Houses. — Ten  dwellinghouses  have  been  dealt  with  under 
Seetion  46  of  the  Publie  Health  Aet,  1925  by  fumigation  to  get  rid  of  bugs 
and  fleas.  This  is  most  probably  due  to  the  exehange  of  seeond  hand 
furniture. 

Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  1920.— No 

applieations  were  reeeived  for  Certifieates  under  Seetion  2(2)  of  the  above 
Aet. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Food  and  Drugs. — During  the  year  272  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  : 


No.  of  Samples 

Adulterated 

Article  Taken 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

or  below 
Standard 

Milk— 

! 

1 

Morning 

155 

2 

131 

26 

Afternoon 

39 



36 

3 

Pasteurised 

5 



! 5 

— 

Sterilised.... 

4 

— 

i 4 

— 

Cream 



8 

8 



Ham  Sliees 

1 

1 

1 

1 

English  Brawn 



1 

1 



Caine  Polony 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Polony 

1 

3 

1 

3 

Luneheon  Polony 

1 

1 

2 



Pork  Sausage 



9 

9 

— 

Breakfast  Sausage 

- 

1 

1 

— — 

Beef  Sausage  .... 



2 



Luneheon  Sausage  .... 



2 

1 

1 

Dusting  Powder  (for  Meal) 

— 

1 

1 



Fish  Cakes 

- 

1 

1 

Veal  and  Pork  Stuffing 



1 

1 

_ 

Raspberry  Jam 



1 

1 

_ 

leing  Sugar  .... 

- 

1 

1 

Butter 



10 

10 

Lard  .... 



1 

1 

Coffee 

2 

2 

Margarine 

1 

1 

Mineemeat 

1 

7 

Tea 

1 

1 

Tinned  Tomatoes  

- 

1 

1 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk 

2 

Condensed  Sweetened  Maehine 

Skimmed  Milk  

r: 

Tinned  Raspberries  .... 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Tinned  Pure  Cream 

X 

1 

1 

1 

Salmon  Creme 

Salmon  Paste 

Pork  Roll 

— ■ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Lobster  Paste 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— ' 

Total  ... 

200 

00 

238 

34 

Of  the  205  sani])les  of  Milk  taken,  29  fell  below  the  j)resuinptive  standard 
set  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations  1901-1912,  i.e.,  Non-fatty  Solids  8.50% — 
Fat  3.00%.  Of  these  13  samples  were  first  samples,  i.e.,  samples  taken  from 
Retail  Purveyors,  5 were  taken  from  Produeers  (or  Wholesale  Dealers)  in 
eourse  of  delivery  to  the  Retail  Purveyor,  2 samples  were  “A}>peal  to  Cow” 
samples,  where  the  whole  operations  incidental  to  milking  were  watched  and 
supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  6 samples,  although  below  standard 
were  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  genuine,  that  is,  no  water  added  and  no 
abstraction.  One  herd  was  subsequently  examined  by  the  County  \^eterinary 
Inspector  upon  our  special  request. 

Five  samples  were  taken  at  my  request  by  the  Olheers  of  the  Durham 
County  Council  from  a Producer  outside  the  Borough  who  su])plied  milk  to 
a Purveyor  residing  in  the  Borough. 

Details  of  the  above  samples  arc  set  out  in  the  appended  table  wherein 
it  will  be  seen  that  where  first  samples  have  been  below  standard  and  “Appeal 
to  Cow  ” samples  have  followed,  3 of  the  latter  have  just  reached  the 
standard.  As  the  least  amount  of  cream  is  contained  in  the  first  or  fore-milk 
and  the  maximum  amount  in  the  “strip])ings”  or  after-milk  it  will  be  readily 
seen  that  careless  milking  often  results  in  milk  deficient  in  cream  being 
offered  for  sale. 

The  eases  Hunt  v.  Richardson  and  Grigg  r.  Smith  condone  such  ])raetiec, 
whether  by  carelessness  or  design.  An  amendment  to  the  law  is  long  (n  er- 
due,  whereby  it  shall  be  an  offence  to  sell  milk  minus  the  strippings,  where 
it  can  be  proved  that  a wide  variation  in  deficiency  of  cream  exists  between 
a first  sample  and  an  “A])peal  to  Cow”  sam])le.  Milk  is  often  the  only  food 
possible  for  young,  aged  or  invalid  persons  and  should  be  sold  })ure  and  of  as 
good  quality  as  possible. 


DETAILS  OF  MILK  BELOW  STANDARD. 
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DETAILS  OF  MILK  BELOW  STANDARD— continued. 
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Details  of  SAMPLES  FALLING  BELOW  THE  STANDARD  set  up  by  the  SALE  OF  MILK  REGULATIONS  1901-12 

Six  of  which  proved  to  be  genuine  by  the  Hortvet  Freezing  Test. 
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MILK  (Special  Designations)  ORDER,  1923. 


The  Special  Designations  under  which  Milk  may  be  sohl  in  ])ursuanee 
of  this  Order  are  : — “Certified”,  “Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)”,  “Grade  A” 
and  “Pasteurised”. 


During  the  year  1 Licence  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  was  granted. 

Five  sam])les  of  Pasteurised  Milk  from  the  only  firm  producing  this 
commodity  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  ba(*teriological  examination. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  standard.  Pasteurised  Milk  should  not 
contain  more  than  100,000  organisms  })er  cubic  centimetre,  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  37  degrees  Centigrade.  There  is  no  standard  for  the  presence 
or  absence  of  Coliform  Bacilli. 


DETAILS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ABOVE  SAMPLES. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Date 

Taken 

No.  of 

organism.'* 
per  c.c.  48 
hours  incu- 
bation 

Age  of 
Sample 

; Age  since 
Pasteui’isa- 
tion 

i 

Presence  or  Absence  of 

Coli.  Bacilli 

*1 

17/2/32 

2,740 

28-31  hrs 

21  lirs 

Positive  in  1 tube  of  3 
tubes  in  1 /10th  c.c. 

*2 

9/5/32 

2,100 

26-44  hrs 

24  hrs 

Positive  in  1 tube  of  3 
tubes  in  1 /10th  c.c. 

*3 

18/7/32 

5,500 

32-48  hrs 

28  hrs 

Positive  in  2 tubes  of  3 
tubes  in  1/1 00th  c.c. 

*4 

27/8/32 

1,460 

30-40  hrs  f 

25  hrs 

Positive  in  2 tubes  of  3 
tubes  in  1 /100th  c.c. 

♦ k 

14/11/32 

2,400 

36-40  hrs 

1 

28  hrs 

Positive  in  1 tube  of  3 
tubes  in  1 c.c. 

* In  Cold  Store  for  24  hours  after  pasteurisation. 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  this  supply  is  of  excellent 
quality  and  reflects  much  credit  u])on  the  management  of  the  dairy  concerned. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1915. 
MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


On  Register  1st  January,  1932 
Discontinued  during  the  year 
Added  during  the  year  .... 
Total  at  end  of  year 


Producers. 

Betailers. 

('owsheds. 

34 

153 

36 

1 

17 

0 

1 

15 

1 

34 

151 

37 

Cowsheds. — The  routine  ins])ection  of  herds  was  carried  out  bv 
Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.  (in  com})any  with  myself)  of  32  herds.  The 
number  of  cows  examined  was  371  which  included  100  cows  added  since  the 
previous  examination.  One  cow  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
It  was  removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered.  The  general  condition  of 
the  herds  was  stated  by  Mr.  Hill  to  be  excellent  in  every  respect. 
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In  addition,  350  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  461  inspections  were 
made  of  Milk  Retailers’  premises  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-one  samples  of  milk  were  tested  by  means  of  the  Minit  Dirt  Tester 
and,  where  not  satisfactory,  the  fact  was  immediately  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  person  responsible  and  a verbal  warning  given  at  the  time  of  occurrence. 
This  has  had  a very  good  effect  upon  cowkeepers  and  milk  purveyors. 

Five  Informal  notices  were  served  for  various  defects  and  all  were  com- 
plied with. 

Tubercle  Bacilli. — Twenty-four  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Dur- 
ham College  of  Medicine  for  Biological  Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
In  21  cases  the  results  were  negative,  in  2 cases  the  report  stated  “the  guinea 
pigs  died  of  Septic  Peritonitis”  and  in  one  ease  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  demon- 
strated. 

In  the  former  2 cases.  Veterinary  Inspections  were  made  of  the  herds 
concerned  and  steps  taken  to  safeguard  the  supply.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
Durham  County  Veterinary  Department  was  notified  and  a tuberculous 
cow  was  found  and  subsequently  slaughtered.  The  herds  concerned  were 
all  outside  the  Borough. 

Bacteriological  Examination. — Forty-three  samples  of  milk  were  sub- 
mitted for  Bacteriological  Examination.  In  18  eases,  the  presence  of 
Coliform  Bacilli  was  found  in  a dilution  less  than  1/1, 000th  c.c.  In  each  case 
letters  of  warning  were  written  to  the  persons  concerned  and  where  the  pro- 
ducing dairy  was  situated  outside  the  Borough,  the  Local  Authority  of  that 
District  was  advised  of  the  circumstances  so  that  greater  supervision  could 
be  given  by  that  Health  Author!  ^y- 

It  is  generally  recognised  that  the  presence  of  Coliform  Bacilli  in  a 
dilution  of  less  than  one-hundredth  cubic  centimetre  is  indicative  of  con- 
tamination, having  regard  always  to  the  average  temperature  and  age  of 
the  milk.  Although  there  is  no  legal  standard  of  cleanliness  applicable  to 
ungraded  milk,  we  have  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  best  standard  possible 
and  feel  sure  to  a very  large  degree  we  have  been  successful. 

From  the  table  set  out  below,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  7 cases  only  the 
total  bacterial  count  was  very  bad. 
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General  Analysis  of  Samples  taken. 


No.  Classification 
of  Milk 

1 

Age  of 

Sample 

Total  No.  of 
Organisms 
per  c.c. 

Presence  or  absence  of  Coliform  Bacilli 
after  48  hours  incubation 

1 Ordinary 

3-1  hrs. 

08,000  ... 

Positive  in  3 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

9 

44  „ 

2,000  ... 

,,  1 tube  in  .01  c.c. 

3 

44 

50,000  ... 

,,  2 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

4 „ ...I 

. 5 ,, 

22,.500  ... 

,,  2 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

5 « 4 • • • 

3,1-5  „ 

09,000  ... 

,,  1 tube  in  .00*  c.c. 

0 

.54,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

7 

0 „ 

01,000  ... 

.,  3 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

8 „ 

5 ,,  ••• 

080,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

’ 

9 

0 „ ...! 

24,400  ... 

,,  2 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

10 

0 „ ... 

15,000  ...i 

,,  3 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

11 

0 „ ... 

32,000  ... 

„ 3 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

12 

? „ ...1 

200,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

13 

34-44  „ ... 

27,000  ... 

,,  2 tubes  in  .0001  c.c. 

U „ •••; 

3I-4.I  „ ... 

70,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .0001  c.c. 

15 

5-7  „ 

88,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

10 

5 ,,  ...' 

()0,000  ..., 

,,  2 tubes  in  .0001  c.c. 

17 

5-7  „ 

20.5,000  ...' 

,,  3 tubes  in  .0001  c.c. 

18 

? „ 

1,970,000  ...’ 

,,  3 tubes  in  .0001  c.c. 

19 

54  „ ... 

05,400  ...i 

,,  3 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

20 

04  „ ... 

37,300  ..., 

„ 3 tubes  in  .0001  c.c. 

21 

20,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

90 

3 „ ... 

21,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

23 

• 44 

0,000  ... 

,,  2 tubes  in  .1  c.c. 

24 

4 „ 

5,200  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .1  c.c. 

25 

34  „ ... 

7,250  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .1  c.c. 

26 

‘^1 

0 .y  99 

103,500  ... 

,,  3 tubes  iu  .01  c.c. 

27 

54  ,, 

0,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

28 

.5-0  „ ... 

15,200  ... 

,,  2 tubes  in  .01  c.c. 

29 

0 

1 l.5,.500  ... 

„ .001  c.c. 

30 

0 „ ... 

! 9,700  ... 

Negative  in  1 c.c. 

31 

5 „ ... 

340,000  ... 

Positive  in  .10  c.c. 

32 

, 0 ,, 

35,900  ... 

,,  .01  c.c. 

33 

1 0 „ 

00,000  ... 

,,  .01  c.c. 

34 

0 ,, 

* 39,300  ... 

Negative  in  1 c.c. 

35 

19  „ ... 

> 33,900  ... 

Negative  in  1 c.c. 

30 

84  „ ... 

400,000  ... 

Positive  in  .001  c.c. 

37 

n 

j 37,000  ... 

„ 1 c.c. 

38 

! 7 „ 

88,000  ... 

,,  .001  c.c. 

39 

8 „ ... 

2,192,000  ... 

„ .00001  c.c. 

40 

23  „ ... 

44,000  ... 

.,  1 c.c. 

41 

8 „ ... 

4,000  ... 

„ 3 tubes  iu  .01  c.c. 

42 

3i  „ ... 

2,900  ... 

,,  2 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

43 

84-94  „ .. 

2,000  ... 

,,  3 tubes  in  .001  c.c. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. — Under  this  Order,  21  and  29  notilieations 
respeetively  were  sent  to  tlie  North  Riding  of  Vorksliire  County  Coiineil 
and  Durham  County  Couneil,  in  referenee  to  28  eows,  8 heifers,  8 bidloeks, 
4 ealves  and  5 pigs  ; these  animals  were  found  on  slaughter  in  the  Horough 
slaughterhouses  to  be  badly  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  In  many  other 
cases,  the  origin  of  the  animals  could  not  be  traced,  owing  to  the  animals 
having  changed  ownershij)  so  often  in  the  manner  of  trade  through  the 
activity  of  Cattle  Dealers. 

As  a direct  result  of  these  notifications  3 dairy  eows  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  were  in  consequence  slaughtered, 
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Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929— The  only  persons  in  the  Borough  manu- 
faetiiring  or  selling  Artificial  Cream  come  within  the  specified  exceptions 
enumerated  in  Section  2(1)  of  the  Act  regarding  registration  of  premises. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1927.— 205  samples 
of  Milk,  8 samples  of  Cream  and  59  samples  of  Provisions  were  examined  for 
the  presence  of  prohibited  preservatives,  injurious  substances,  or  excess  of  any 
allowed  preservatives.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  samples  were  genuine 
whilst  5 samples  contained  preservatives  contrary  to  the  Regulations  as 
follows  : — 

Ham  Slices  (Cooked,  Informal) — Sulphur  Dioxide  27  parts  per  Million. 
Polony  (Cooked,  Informal) — -Sulphur  Dioxide  34  parts  per  Million. 

Polony  (Cooked,  Formal) — Sulphur  Dioxide  55  parts  per  Million. 

Polony  (Cooked,  Informal) — Sulphur  Dioxide  48  parts  per  Million. 
Luncheon  Sausage  (Cooked,  Informal) — Sulphur  Dioxide  14  parts  per  Million. 

The  Regulations  allow  Sulphur  Dioxide  to  be  used  as  a preservative  in 
raw  meat  up  to  450  parts  per  million,  if  declared  at  time  of  Sale. 

Technical  Offences  Were  committed,  as  the  law  does  not  permit  the 
})reservative  above  mentioned  to  be  added  to  cooked  meats.  The  amounts 
were  very  small,  too  small  to  be  of  any  real  consequence  ; .having  regard  to 
these  facts,  letters  of  warning  were  written  to  those  concerned  who  gave  an 
undertaking  to  discontinue  using  preservatives  in  cooked  foods. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. — The  total  number  of  animals 
inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  immediately  afterwards  was  37,689, 
which  is  about  99%  of  the  bovines  and  pigs  and  95%  of  sheep  slaughtered 
in  the  Borough. 

This  number  is  made  up  of  1,875  bovines,  160  calves,  9,287  sheep,  and 
2,843  pigs  which  were  killed  at  the  Abattoir,  and  3,112  bovines,  590  calves, 
14,594  sheep  and  6,228  pigs  which  were  killed  in  the  private  slaughterhouses. 

There  were  64  cases  of  emergency  slaughter,  of  which  19  were  killed  at 
the  Abattoir,  19  outside  the  Borough  and  the  remaining  26  in  the  private 
slaughterhouses.  This  number  involved  16  cows,  7 bullocks,  3 heifers, 
14  calves,  15  sheep,  and  9 pigs,  and  as  a result  of  inspection,  the  carcases  and 
all  the  organs  of  3 cows,  2 bullocks,  1 heifer,  5 calves,  9 sheep,  and  2 pigs, 
and  portions  only  of  the  carcases  of  organs  of  7 cows,  4 bullocks,  4 calves, 
4 sheep  and  3 pigs  were  condemned  and  destroyed.  In  the  eases  of  6 cows, 
1 bullock,  2 heifers,  5 calves,  2 sheep  and  4 pigs  nothing  was  condemned  or 
destroyed  as  a result  of  inspections. 

The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  and  destroyed  during  the  vear  was 
18  tons,  15  ewts,  1 stone,  of  which  10  tons,  14  ewts,  7^  stones,  were  on  aeeount 
of  tuberculosis. 

The  whole  of  the  food  condemned  was  voluntarilv  surrendered  and 
destroyed,  ^ 
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The  following  is  a brief  Summary  of  all  Food  condemned  during  the  year: — 

Details  of  Whole  Carcases  Condemned  and  Destroyed. 

Tons  Cwts.  St.  Lbs. 


22  Cows 

Generalized  Tuberculosis 

....  .... 

o 

14  — 

— 

2 Bullocks 

??  •••• 

— 

8 6 

— 

4 Heifers 

5)  99  •••• 

— 

15  4 

— 

6 Calves 

9 9 9 9 

— 

8 3 

— • 

7 Pigs 

99  99  

— • 

7 1 

— 

1 Bullock 

Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation 

— 

3 6 

— 

1 Heifer 

99  99  99 

— 

2 4 

— 

1 Cow 

Septicaemia  and  Septic  ^lastitis 

— ■ 

6 — 

— 

1 Cow 

Parturient  Paresis 

— 

6 2 

— 

1 Heifer 

Septic  Peritonitis 

— 

5 4 

— 

1 Bullock 

Carcinoma  of  Liver  and  Stomach 

— ■ 

6 2 

— 

1 Calf 

Gangrene  of  Lungs 

— 

1 — 

— 

1 Calf 

Septic  Pneumonia 

— 

— 4 

— 

1 Calf 

Septicaemia  and  Enteritis 

— 

— 3 

— 

1 Pig 

99  99  99  •••• 

— 

— 4 

— 

1 Calf 

Uraemia 

— 

— 6 

— • 

1 Calf 

Osteomyelitis  .... 

— 

— 5 

— 

2 Calves 

Natural  Death  and  Moribund  Conditions  .... 

— 

2 1 

— 

3 Pigs 

99  99  99  99 

99 

— 

3 6 

— 

6 Sheep 

»»  )» 

99 

— ■ 

2 7 

— 

1 Pig 

Pyaemia 

— 

— o 

— 

1 Sheep 

j)  ....  ....  .... 

— 

o 

4 

25  Sheep 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

— 

6 6 

9 

1 Pig 

55  

— 

— 1 

7 

4 Pigs 

Septicaemia 

— 

4 4 

6 

1 Pig 

Perforative  Peritonitis 

— 

— 5 



1 Sheep 

Se})tic  Mammitis 

— 

— 6 

8 

Total 

10 

10  3 

6 

Summary. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Stones 

Lbs. 

98  Carcases  and  all  Organs 

10 

10 

3 

267  Lungs 

•«..  ....  .... 

1 

18 

4 

12i 

1574  Livers 

.... 

3 

4 

2 

2 

39  Plucks 

- - ■ 

2 

2 

7 

Head  and  Tongues  .... 

1 

7 

5 

4 

Tongues 

...  ■ 

■ 

o 

1 

Hearts 

.... 

~ - 

2 

51 

Stomachs  and  Intestines 

6 

3 

2 

10 

Mesenteries 

7 

4 

1 

Udders. 



- 

*> 

3 

11 

Kidneys 

. 

4 

o 

Briskets 

— . , 



6 

10 

Portions  and  Trimmings 

■ 

4 

6 

8 

Consignments  of  Fruit  

1 

4 

6 

4 

Bags  of  Mussels 

*> 

Hams 

•••  ...»  ....  ....  .... 

i 

2 

10 

Total 


18 


15 


1 


0 
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Caseous  Lymphadenitis. — Eight  notifications  were  reeeived  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Port  of  London,  giving  particulars  of  Sheep 
and  Lambs  arriving  in  the  town  from  Foreign  Countries  and  not  inspected 
at  the  port  of  arrival. 

The  number  involved  was  674.  These  were  all  examined  before  leaving 
the  Cold  Store  to  which  they  were  consigned,  and  no  instances  of  disease  were 
found. 

Slaughterhouses. — There  are  19  privately  owned  licensed  slaughter- 
houses within  the  Borough  in  addition  to  the  Abattoir.  One  slaughterhouse 
outside  the  Borough  is  used  by  several  butchers  having  business  premises 
in  the  Borough.  This  slaughterhouse  is  regularly  inspected  by  our  Inspectors 
by  arrangement  with  the  Darlington  Rural  District  Council. 

Fifty-eight  butchers  within  the  Borough  during  1932  used  the  Abattoir 
regularly,  8 butchers  outside  the  Borough  and  21  allotment  holders  killed 
there  occasionally. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  2 butchers  from  outside  the  Borough  each 
killed  a beast  in  the  Abattoir,  and  upon  examination  these  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  food  due  to  Generalized  Tuberculosis.  Neither  killed  there  after- 
wards. 

4,804  Inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  private  slaughter- 
houses and  the  abattoir. 

Public  Health  (IVleat)  Regulations,  1924. — There  have  been  2 breaches 
of  these  Regulations  during  1932  and  warnings  were  given  by  letter  in  each 
case. 

{a)  Unnotified  killing  of  pig. 

{h)  Open  conveyance  of  meat  on  bicycles. 

Darlington  Corporation  Act,  1930,  Section  160,  Ice  Cream.— At  the  end 

of  the  year  55  Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  were  registered  in  relation  to 
premises,  14  persons  were  registered  as  Vendors  only.  The  55  Manufac- 
turers were  also  registered  as  Vendors  making  a total  of  69. 

These  premises  have  been  regularly  and  carefully  visited,  supervision 
being  greatest  where  the  needs  suggested. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during 
1932,  and  no  breaches  of  the  Act  were  found. 

Shops  Acts,  1912-13,  and  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928.— There  are 
3 Compulsory  Orders  in  operation  affecting  respectively  shops  in  which  is 
carried  on  the  Sale  of  Meat,  shops  in  which  is  carried  on  the  Sale  of  Fruit, 
Vegetables  or  Flowers,  and  shops  in  which  is  carried  on  IMcn’s  Tailoring, 
Clothing  and  Outfitting  and  3 Orders  under  the  Shops  Hours  Act,  1904 
affecting  Chemists  and  Druggists,  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  and  Boot  and 
Shoe  Dealers. 

The  Men  s Tailoring,  Clothing  and  Outfitting  Order  came  into  force 
on  the  21st  April,  1932, 
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Proceedings  were  taken  against  a Sho])keeper  for  a contravention  of  the 
Closing  Order  relating  to  the  Sale  of  Fruit,  Vegetables  or  Flowers  and  the 
Defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  eosts  amounting  to  14s.  Od. 

There  have  been  several  minor  contraventions  of  the  above  Aets  and 
Orders  and  written  or  jiersonal  warnings  were  given  to  the  Offenders.  On 
the  whole  the  above  Orders  have  been  fairly  well  observed. 

Darlington  Corporation  Act,  1930,  Section  149-  Means  of  Escape  in 
Case  of  Fire. — This  enactment  requires  all  ])7’emises  over  two  storeys  in  height 
that  are  let  as  Hats,  tenements,  &e.,  or  where  ])ersons  resort  for  sleeping 
purjioses,  to  be  made  safe  in  case  of  fire.  Owing  to  the  number  of  large 
houses  now  being  occu])ied  by  different  families  and  the  consefpient  liability 
to  fire,  13  cases  were  reported  to  the  Chief  Ofiicer  of  the  Fire  Brigade  for  his 
adviee. 

In  two  cases,  outside  iron  staircases  have  been  fixed,  in  2 cases  wooden 
})artitions  have  been  re])laced  by  brick  walls,  doorways  bricked  u])  or  o})ened 
out  as  each  case  required,  in  3 cases  no  alterations  were  deemed  neeessary, 
and  in  6 cases  the  necessary  work  has  been  delayed  or  rendered  unnecessary 
owing  to  alterations  in  the  letting  of  the  different  rooms  com])rising  the  fiats 
or  tenements  in  question. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908. — Under  this  Act  2 samples  of  Shee])  Dip 
have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis.  In  one  case  a contravention 
was  discovered  in  that  the  receptacle  was  labelled  non-])oisonous  on  its  main- 
face,  whilst  in  small  print  elsewhere  it  was  labelled  ])oisonous.  A letter  of 
warning  was  written  by  the  Town  ('lerk  to  the  \"endors  of  this  article  and 
the  label  was  withdrawn. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — All  the  ])remises  whereon 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  are  dealt  with  have  been  insjiected  and 
Statutory  statements  examined.  No  contravention  was  found. 

Aeting  as  Ins))ector  under  Section  12  of  the  Aet,  3 sam])les  of  Feeding 
Stuffs  at  3 separate  premises  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Agricultural 
Analyst.  The  report  disclosed  no  deviations  from  the  facts  contained  in 
the  Statutory  Statements. 

Aeting  as  Official  Sampler  under  Secd.ion  3 of  the  Act,  5 samples  of 
Feeding  Stuffs  were  taken;  the  analyses  agreed  with  the  Statutory  state- 
ments contained  in  the  invoices  <xiven. 

The  substances  samj^led  were  : — 


1. 

Layers  Mash,  Poultry  Meal 

\ 

2. 

3. 

Feeding  Bone  Meal 
Utility  Laying  ^leal 



1 Section  12 

4. 

Meat  and  Bone  Meal 

2 tons 

5. 

Calf  Meal 

^ ton 

1 

6. 

Sussex  Ground  Oats 

2 tons 

? Section  3. 

7. 

Meat  Protein 

2 ,,  — 

8, 

Meat  and  Bone  Meal 

2 „ 

/ 
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From  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  makers  and  factors  of  Feeding 
Stuffs  are  making  a genuine  endeavour  to  market  materials  in  compliance 
with  the  percentages  of  ingredients  given  in  Statutory  Statements  or  invoices. 

No  samples  of  Fertilisers  have  been  taken  by  me  either  as  Inspector  or  as 
Official  Sampler.  It  appears  that  whatever  Fertilisers  are  dealt  with  in  the 
Borough,  their  origin  is  outside  the  Borough  where  they  are  sampled  by  the 
County  Authority  concerned.  No  request  for  samples  to  be  taken  of  a 
Fertiliser  was  received  under  Section  3. 


Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926, — Orders  under  this  Act  are  now  in  force 
and  apply  to  Imported  Goods  as  follows  : — 

1.  Fresh  Apples. 

2.  Raw  Tomatoes. 

3.  Eggs  in  shell  (^.e.,  hen  and  duck  eggs). 

4.  Dried  Eggs. 

5.  Currants,  sultanas,  and  raisins. 

6.  Oat  products  (^^e.,  oatmeal,  rolled  oats,  oat  flour  and  groats). 

7.  Honey. 

8.  Frozen  or  chilled  salmon  and  sea  trout. 

9.  Butter. 

Leaflets  setting  out  all  details  have  been  printed  and  distributed  to 
each  tradesman  selling  the  above  articles,  copies  have  been  given  to  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Chamber  of  Trade  and  The  Grocers’  Association. 

The  shopkeepers  are  making  a fair  attempt  to  comply  with  these  Orders 
and  only  evidence  of  forgetfulness  rather  than  design  is  present  in  the  few 
omissions  noted. 


Experience  in  the  carrying  out  of  these  Orders  teaches  that  the  buying 
public  are  quite  unconcerned  as  to  the  origin  of  any  foodstuffs  and  in  many 
large  towns  and  areas  no  attempt  whatever  is  made  to  comply. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  total  number  of  rats  killed  by  the  Rat  Catcher  during  the  year  was 
1,332  but  these  figures  do  not  include  the  rats  that  were  poisoned. 


The  following  are  the  principal  places 
stroyed  : — 

Neasham  Road  Tip 

Snipe  Tip  

North  Road  Tip  

Sundry  Premises  


at  which  the  rats  have  been  de- 

232 

752 

235 

113 

1,332 


Five  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 


GO 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  following  are  particulars  of  the  fumigation 
of  houses  and  other  buildings,  and  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc. 


Fumigations 

Lots  of 

Hos- 

pitals 

Houses 

Schools 

and 

other 

Buildings 

Rooms 

Bedding  and 
Clothing 
Disinfected 

Infectious  Disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  etc 

1.57 

163 

158 

Tuberculosis 

— ■ 

61 

— 

70 

22 

Cancer  .... 

— 

5 

— 

6 

7 

^ Measles,  etc 

— 

16 

— ■ 

27 

16 

Totals 

— 

239 

— 

275 

203 

Common  Lodging-Houses. — There  are  3 Common  Lodging-houses  on 
the  Register  with  accommodation  for  360  lodgers. 

The  lodging-houses  are  regularly  and  frc({uently  inspected,  and  are  kept 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

I trust  this  report  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  you,  and  in  conclusion 
I wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  yourself  for  the  helj)  you  have  always 
so  willingly  given  and  to  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  this  l)e[)artment,  who  have 
at  all  times  given  their  best  services  willingly  and  conscientiously. 

I am, 

Yours  respectfully, 

ALBERT  EDW.  WADE, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


STATiSTICAL  TABLES. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1032.  NET  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS 
AGES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  causes 


( Certified 
\ Uncertified 


Chickenpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cnutih 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 
Influenza 
I Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Gastritis 

Gastro -enteritis  ... 

Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  birth  ... 
Atelectasis 

/ Congenital  Malformations 
I Premature  Birth 
.Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 
Other  causes 


1 


Totals 


Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

b 

3-4  Weeks 

I Total  under 

I 4 weeks 

4 Weeks — 

3 Months 

3-6  Months 

6-9  Months 

9-12  Months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 Year 

26 

6 

3 

3 

38 

12 

7 

5 

4 

66 

4 

• • • 

••• 

... 

4 

3 

1 

2 

• •• 

10 

• « • 

1 

« • • 

* • • 

• • « 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• « • 

• f * 

1 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

o 

AJ 

1 

4 

1 

2 

... 

7 

2 

i 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

11 

2 

1 

2 

5 

i 

• • • 

• • • 

* • • 

• • • 
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Net  Live  Births  in  the  year— Legitimate,  1,070  ; illegitimate,  63. 

Net  Deaths  in  the  year— Legitimate  Infants,  66  ; males,  37  ; females,  29. 

Illegitimate  Infants,  10  : males,  6 ; females,  4. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1932.  (Deaths  in  Brackets). 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notihed  each  month  during  1932 
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CANCER  DEATHS— PARTS  OF  BODY  AFFECTP^D. 


PARTS  AFFECTED 

Under 

35 

M F 

35-45 
M F 

45-55 
M F 

55-65 
M F 

65-75 
M F 

75 

& over 
M F 

Total 

M F 

Mouth  and  Throat  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Gastro  Intestinal 

... 

1 

1 

... 

3 

3 

15 

8 

9 

7 

3 

1 

31 

20 

Genito  Urinary 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

3 

... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

2 

8 

Breast 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

6 

1 

1 

Glands 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

Thorax 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Skin  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

• • - 

... 

... 

2 

Totals 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

7 

17 

12 

14 

11 

4 

2 

41 

38 



INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WARDS. 


Disease 

-2 

o8 

bC 

is 

c3 

w 

1 

North  Road 

1 

1 

1 Cockerton 

Northgate 

Pierreraont 

Central  | 

1 1 

North-East 

e 

p 

o 

-Q 

CD 

c3 

w 

West 

South 

Total 

Smallpox 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

14 

12 

19 

9 

9 

7 

16 

11 

5 

115 

Diphtheria 

3 

11 

2 

5 

4 

3 i 

3 

8 

2 

5 

46 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 



1 



__ 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

26 

10 

10 

8 

19 

8 

16 

6 

8 

119 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

6 

4 

1 

6 

5 

7 

2 

/ 

3 

5 

46 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

- - 

6 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

20 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

— 

1 



1 

5 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 



__ 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 





- 

___ 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

18 

8 

5 

4 

12 

10 

10 

9 

2 

80 

Malaria  ...  ...  • 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox  ... 

24 

123 

43 

72 

34 

63 

38 

57 

21 

17 

492 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

13 

42 

26 

15 

7 

46 

19 

72 

47 

38 

325 

Whooping  Cough  

17 

27 

13 

34 

10 

32 

12 

23 

8 

5 

181 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Total  . . . 

92 

270 

120 

170 

88 

200 

103 

212 

108 

86 

1449 

Incidence  of  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  DEATHS  and  ADMISSIONS  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

during  the  past  eight  years. 
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SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  1932,  TAKEN  DAILY  AT 
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4ih  January,  1933,  T.  J.  MORRISON,  Superintendent  of  Parks. 


County  Borough  of  Darlington. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  TIIF 

School  Medical  Officer, 

(;.  A.  DAWSON,  M.D..  D.IMI., 

I'OI!  TIIK 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1932. 


DARLINGTON  : 

The  Skerne  Printing  Co.  (1927)  Ltd,  CxArden  Street, 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DARLINGTON. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Education  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  jiresent  my  seventh  annual  report  on  the  sehool 
medieal  service. 

The  schedule  of  work  during  the  year  has  been  carried  out  according  to 
programme  and  a new  record  of  cases  handled  in  the  schools  and  clinics  has 
been  set  up.  Each  year  closer  co-ordination  of  all  our  health  departments 
takes  place  and  is  simplified  by  the  centralization  of  the  control  under  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Mainly  owing  to  this,  the  cost  of  these  services 
in  Darlington  is  among  the  lowest  in  the  country,  and  the  clinical  work  is 
rendered  much  more  efficient,  varied,  and  interesting.  A further  step  in  this 
important  matter  of  centralization  in  these  days  of  economy  and  rationali- 
zation is  the  recent  purchase  of  the  Greenbank  Hospital,  so  that  after  this 
year  our  health  organization  including  administration,  food  and  sanitary 
inspection,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  tuberculosis  and  venereal  diseases 
schemes,  mental  deficiency  and  other  work  will  be  housed  with  our  sehool 
medical  services  under  one  roof  in  the  most  central  site  of  the  town. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subject  of  malnutrition  and  the 
feeding  of  children  in  elementary  and  special  schools.  Extensive  propa- 
ganda through  “Better  Health”  and  the  head  teachers  has  been  continuously 
sent  out  from  me  to  impress  the  importance  and  urgency  of  correct  and 
economic  dietary.  With  our  very  complete  clinic  and  special  school  system, 
one  is  sometimes  perplexed  by  the  unwillingness  of  parents  to  allow  their 
children  to  partake  of  the  facilities  provided. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  publicly  expressing  my  gratitude  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee,  to  Mr.  Whalley,  Education 
Officer  and  his  staff,  to  the  teachers  for  their  whole-hearted  co-operation, 
and  to  the  medical,  nursing  and  clerical  staff  who  have  so  conscientiously 
carried  out  the  routine  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  A,  DAWSON, 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS,  1932. 


No.  OF  Children  Examined  at  Routine  Medical 

Inspection. 


Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

Total 

No. 
on  the 
Books 
Dec. 
1932 

No.  ex- 
amined 

Parents 

present 

No.  ex- 
amined 

Parents 

present 

No.  ex- 
amined 

Parents 

present 

No.  ex- 
amined 

Parents 

present 

Albert  Road 

128 

24 

128 

24 

390 

Beaumont  Street  . . . 

30 

24 

34 

23 

165 

70 

229 

117 

763 

Bondgate  ... 

25 

24 

63 

40 

1 

— 

88 

64 

400 

Borough  Road 

61 

47 

60 

37 

— 

— 

121 

84 

476 

Corporation  Road 

96 

89 

111 

77 

98 

46 

305 

212 

990 

Dodmire 

109 

94 

78 

55 

— 

— 

187 

149 

922 

Gurney  Pease 

13 

11 

35 

28 

— 

— 

48 

39 

271 

Harrowgate  Hill  ... 

83 

58 

90 

68 

— 

— 

173 

126 

627 

Kendrew  St.  C. 

— 

— 



— 

102 

8 

102 

8 

closed 

Reid  Street... 

69 

61 

93 

71 

113 

18 

275 

150 

960 

Rise  Carr  ... 

79 

57 

69 

40 

— 

— 

148 

97 

505 

North  Road 

61 

50 

71 

45 

78 

25 

210 

120 

871 

Alderman  Leach  ... 

30 

22 

48 

32 

— 

78 

54 

342 

Cockerton  ... 

17 

14 

22 

15 

46 

14 

85 

43 

318 

Holy  Trinity 

31 

28 

29 

21 

23 

4 

83 

53 

290 

Arthur  Pease 

41 

37 

32 

25 

1 

— 

73 

62 

194 

St.  Augustine’s 

50 

32 

59 

25 

137 

3 

246 

60 

818 

Holy  Family 

St.  Lhn’s  ... 

15 

12 

23 

10 

— 

— 

38 

22 

156 

54 

44 

43 

30 

83 

27 

180 

101 

630 

St.  William’s 

15 

8 

45 

29 



— 

60 

37 

336 

Haughton  ... 

14 

14 

26 

19 

34 

14 

74 

47 

275 

893 

726 

1,031 

690 

1,007 

253 

2,931 

1,669 

10,534 

Average  Attendance  throughout  the  Year  : — 

January  February  March  April  May  June 

*88.9%  *88.3%  *90.0%  92.8%  92.2%  92.2% 

September  October  November  December 

92.7%  92.7%  91.3%  90.6% 


July 

91.7% 


* Influenza  and  Measles  prevalent. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


NOURISHMENT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CHILD. 

During  1932  special  attention  was  given  to  this  siil)jeet  l)y  the  Staff,  as 
there  was  a danger  that  in  the  general  de])ression  the  lower  linaneial  condition 
of  the  greater  proportion  of  our  families  in  Darlington  would  be  relleeted  in 
the  })hysieal  deterioration  of  the  children  due  to  poor  feeding.  Comparisons 
of  pliysieal  conditions  of  the  present  school  children  with  those  of  past  years 
show  that,  at  any  rate,  on  an  aA'erage  our  present  day  children  arc  stouter 
and  taller  age  for  age. 

The  deaths  of  children  in  the  age  grouji  from  2 to  15  years  show  that 
since  1895  the  deaths  have  fallen  from  2.5  ])er  thousand  ])opulation  to  0.5 
per  thousand  at  the  ])resent  time.  These  death  rates  are  a true  indication 
of  the  coni])arative  sickness  and  nutritional  conditions  holding,  and  the 
contrast  cannot  readily  be  refutetl.  The  actual  figures  are — 100  children 
died  30  years  ago  cA  cry  year  between  the  ages  of  2 and  15  years  when  the 
population  was  4-0,000,  i.e.,  2.5  ])er  1,000.  Last  year  with  a })0})ulation  of 
72,000  the  deaths  in  the  same  age  group  numbered  30  or  .5  per  1,000.  The 
circumstances  which  ])roduced  these  deaths  also  ])laycd  their  })art  in  the 
children  who  were  fortunate  to  surA'ive,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  defective 
nutrition  took  its  heavy  toll  in  the  j)ast  not  only  in  immediate  victims  but 
in  defectives  later  on. 

The  marked  im])rovemcnt  in  nutrition  since  1913  is  Avell  shown  in  the 
folloAving  comparative  table  of  similar  age  groups  : — 


Average 

Height  in 

Inches. 

AVeight 

in  lbs. 

Age. 

1913 

1914 

1931 

1932 

1913 

1914 

1931 

1932 

41  years 

39.0 

39.7 

40.0 

40.7  ... 

30.3 

30.5 

38.9 

39.0 

5|  years 

40.0 

41.3 

42.4 

42.3  ... 

38.8 

39.3 

41.4 

41.5 

8|  years 

4G.0 

40.8 

48.4 

48.1  ... 

49.9 

50.0 

54.] 

53.9 

12|  years 

54.9 

55.7 

50.1 

50.3  ... 

72.5 

71.0 

77.9 

78.3 

13|  years 

55.0 

a / .1 

57.0 

57.9  ... 

70.2 

77.2 

81.0 

83.1 

During  the  j^ast  eighteen  years,  the  average  height  and  weight  has 
increased  consistently  in  all  age  groups  so  that  the  four  year  old  child 
to-day  is  taller  and  heavier  than  the  live  year  old  child  of  1913.  Similarly 
the  twelve  year  old  boy  and  girl  are  both  better  })hysical  s])ecimens  to-dav 
than  the  boy  and  girl  of  thirteen  years  of  age  pre-war — a striking  tribute 
to  the  results  of  health  education  and  medical  services.  In  spite  of  these 
higher  average  figures,  there  are  malnourished  children  amounting  to 
approximately  2.5%  of  our  average  attendance  at  the  ])resent  time  as  shown 
in  our  detailed  survey.  One  must  admit  that  the  adequate  feeding  of  a 
growing  school  child  cannot  be  carried  out  with  any  measure  of  ultimate 
safeguarding  of  the  health  on  the  meagre  national  allowance  of  two  shillings 
per  head  over  a prolonged  period  such  as  we  have  experienced.  The  bodily 
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reserve  may  be  sidlieient  to  tide  over  the  situation  for  a matter  of  three  months 
or  so,  but  the  continued  under  nourishment  lacking  the  essential  and  com- 
paratively expensive  proteins,  fats  and  vitamins  reacts  ultimately  in  lowered 
resistance  to  fatigue  and  infection  and  onset  of  permanent  defects.  In 
our  poorest  area.  Rise  Carr,  this  deficiency  is  most' marked  owing  to  low 
family  incomes,  and  should  the  numbers  increase  beyond  the  capacity  of  our 
open-air  school  during  the  coming  winter,  school  feeding  may  be  essential. 

Malnutrition  may  be  due  to  one  or  all  of  four  causes  : — 

{a)  Constitutional  disease. 

(6)  Inadequate  rest,  sleep,  or  fresh  air. 

(c)  Improper  or  unsuitable  food. 

{(1)  Actual  lack  of  food. 

The  factors,  therefore,  that  produce  the  lowering  of  physique  and  general 
health  among  school  children  are  various  and  complex.  In  Darlington,  I 
am  of  the  opinion,  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the  malnutrition  falls  within 
the  definition  of  the  first  three  forms,  and,  speaking  generally,  is  commoner 
among  the  eugenically  inferior  population  who  are  less  efficient,  less  prudent, 
ess  self-reliant,  and  less  fore-seeing  than  their  neighbours.  Visits  and  advice 
on  home  truths  by  the  School  Nurse  or  Health  Visitor  are  probably  of  more 
ultim*ate  value  in  these  cases  than  free  meals.  But  whatever  the  cause  of 
malnutrition  and  physical  deterioration,  wdiether  due  to  low  wages,  unem- 
ployment, or  parental  inefficiency,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  importance 
of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  provision  of  milk  and  cod  liver  oil  emulsion 
and  meals  at  our  elementary  schools,  and  open  air  and  special  schools,  in 
safeguarding  our  growing  population,  our  future  citizens  against  deterioration, 
and  particularly  in  training  them  at  this  time  in  economic  and  healthy  dietary. 

The  provision  of  milk  in  the  schools  at  cost  price  of  one  penny  per  one- 
third  pint  bottle,  as  instituted  in  1930,  did  not  evidently  appeal  to  the  parents 
of  the  children  who  most  required  it,  and  the  numbers  fell  from  over  4,000 
down  to  approximately  1,100  per  day.  Unfortunately  the  most  deserving 
eases  of  malnutrition  did  not  have  it  regularly,  if  indeed  at  all.  Following 
this,  the  Committee  decided  at  the  latter  part  of  1931  to  provide  this  milk 
free  in  necessitous  cases  certified  suffering  from  malnutrition.  The  number 
of  children  who  were  certified  and  received  free  milk  was  279  in  December, 
1932.  making  a total  of  329  for  the  year.  The  children  were  selected  on  a 
medical  basis,  but  the  financial  conditions  of  the  family  were  ascertained,  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Committee,  before  the  grant  was  made. 
As  with  all  defects  in  children  we  relied  on  the  Head  Teachers  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  any  child  suffering  from  any 
indication  of  being  below  par  due  to  poor  feeding,  as  well  as  following  iq) 
suspects  reported  from  other  sources,  so  that  there  was  little  chance  of  missing 
deserving  eases. 

Ihe  extent  of  malnutrition  as  found  by  these  means  is  shown  in  the 
aj)pended  tables.  Briefly,  out  of  almost  10,000  ins])ections,  102  children  were 
found  suffering  from  malnutrition,  but  rccpiiring  treatment  for  actual  ])hysical 
conditions  under-lying,  while  124  were  sulfcring  from  dclicicnt,  or  more 
commonly,  defective  dietary.  These  are  the  cases  which  have  been  referred 
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for  milk,  free  or  at  eost  pri(;e  of  Id.  in  the  Elementary  Seliools.  Many  of 
them  have,  however,  been  transferred  to  Salter’s  Lane  Open  Air  Sehool, 
where  full  meals  are  provided  free  or  at  (*ost  ])riee  of  fourpenee  per  day, 
aeeording  to  iinaneial  eireumstanees.  At  the  latter  sehool  out  of  128 
children  who  are  being  fed,  75  are  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  reeei])t  of  free 
meals. 


Our  knowledge  of  the  value  of  milk  as  a supplementary  articdc  of  diet 
has  been  supplemented  by  recent  investigations  carried  out  throughout  the 
school  medical  service.  The  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at  that  the  addition 
of  milk  to  the  diet  of  children  has  a striking  effect  in  imj)roving  ))hysique  and 
increasing  mental  alertness.  Milk  also  enables  the  other  constituents  of 
ordinary  diet  to  be  fully  utilized.  Milk  is  an  ideal  food  and  is  not  sulhcicntly 
appreciated  in  the  nourishment  of  our  growing  children.  It  might  well 
form  an  interesting  subject  for  teachers  to  emphasize  when  dealing  with  the 
question  of  approj)riate  and  suitable  dietary  in  school,  as  suggested  in  the 
Teachers’  Handbook  of  Suggestions  for  Health  Education. 


I am  satisfied  that  all  necessitous  cases  of  malnutrition  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Staff  have  received  every  attention  in  the  ])rovision  of  milk  and 
cod  liver  oil  emulsion  free  or  at  cost  })rice  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  the 
provision  of  mid-day  meals  free  or  at  cost  ])ricc  in  the  Special  Schools.  It 
is  a matter  for  regret  that  there  is  often  the  greatest  dilTiculty  in  ])ersuading 
the  most  deserving  cases  of  malnutrition  to  take  advantage  of  the  ample 
facilities  we  have  offered  at  the  Open  Air  School.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
many  children  would  benelit  greatly  from  the  provision  of  meals  in  school, 
and  the  working  of  the  scheme  would  give  a very  j)ractical  bias  to  the 
instruction  of  the  older  girls,  and  afford  useful  j)oints  of  contact  with  other 
branches  of  the  school  work,  domestic  science,  gardening,  and  applied 
arithmetic.  The  tasteful  serving  and  conduct  of  the  meals  would  also  give 
opportunities  for  training  in  social  matters  and  hygiene,  so  that  the  homes 
would  l)e  immediately  brought  into  closer  relationship  with  the  school  life 
of  the  children — the  aim  of  our  jwesent  day  [)ractical  scheme  of  education. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Routine  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  as  in  former  years  in  all 
the  Elementary  Schools.  The  total  examined  of  the  5,  8 and  12  year-old 
groups  was  2,931,  while  other  routine  inspections  of  odd-age  groups  and 
missed  eases  from  last  year  numbered  290.  Lases  with  special  defects  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  doctors  was  called  totalled  5,500,  while  7,112 
re-inspections  were  made  to  ascertain  progress.  Figures  for  the  Secondary, 

Special,  and  Nursery  children  are  not  included  in  the  above,  but  are  reported 
later. 
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Table  IT.  of  the  A])pendix  sets  out  in  detail  every  defect,  either  arising 
or  persisting  in  the  children.  It  will  be  understood  that  a child  may  show 
several  defects,  so  Table  II. H.  is  drawn  u])  to  show  the  number  of  individual 
children  requiring  treatment.  The  percentage  requiring  treatment  fell 
from  20%  to  17%,  though  the  personal  factor  of  the  doctoivand  the  growing 
higher  standards  of  physical  efficiency  render  comparisons  with  previous 
years  liable  to  mis-conclusions.  Defects  which  would  have  been  passed  over 
as  trivial  twenty  years  ago  are  now  included  in  such  figures. 

UncleanlineSS. — Nurses  paid  248  surprise  visits  to  21  schools,  and  648 
home  visits,  making  17,065  inspections,  revealing  vermin  in  2 cases  and  nits 
in  652.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  cases  with  vermin,  but  203 
with  nits.  It  might  apj)ear  a matter  of  regret  that  uncleanliness  is  still  a 
feature  requiring  much  attention  on  the  })art  of  doctors  and  nurses,  but  as 
with  the  other  defects,  the  general  standard  has  been  very  much  raised. 
For  instance,  the  presence  of  three  visible  nits  is  sullicient  to  have  a child’s 
name  included  for  this  }:)eriodic  attention.  Certain  families  are,  needless  to 
say,  notorious  in  this  respect. 

Skin  Diseases. — Ringworm  (scalp  30,  body  42)  and  Inqjetigo  (627  cases) 
still  continue  to  head  the  list  and  account  for  ])rolonged  and  frequent  absences 
from  school.  The  loss  of  school  attendance  for  these  two  diseases  exceeded 
3,203  days.  The  incidence  is  fairly  (*onstant  throughout  the  year.  Scabies 
or  “itch”  was  found  in  76  cases,  not  an  unusual  proportion. 

Ear  Diseases. — Middle  ear  disease — purulent  discharge  is  the  common 
defect  found,  and  it  accounted  for  36  routine  and  139  special  cases.  Defective 
hearing  of  severe  degree  is  now  rare,  due  to  the  earlier  and  more  efficient 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Approximately  4.6%  of  children  at  routine 
inspection  were  found  to  require  operation,  and  16.6%  observation  to  ascer- 
tain progress  of  defect.  Better  co-ordinated  arrangements  have  been  made 
during  the  year  in  hastening  treatment  and  obtaining  parental  consent  before 
reference  to  Hospital.  Operativ’C  treatment  was  performed  in  295  cases, 
294  under  our  co-ordination  scheme  and  1 through  private  arrangements. 
The  382  cases  who  received  other  forms  of  treatment,  include  instances 
where  parental  consent  woidd  not  be  given  to  operation. 

Disoases  of  the  Lungs. — Approximately  one  child  in  eight  is  found  to 
suffer  from  some  degree  of  bronchitis,  but  only  .5%  required  treatment. 
The  others  are  kc])t  under  skilled  observation  and  re-examination  so  that  the 
onset  of  tuberculosis  can  be  readily  detected.  Thirteen  cases  of  delinite 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  re})orted  in  special  inspections.  Nine  cases 
were  given  the  preference  in  admission  to  the  open-air  schools  as  they  were 
not  o|)cnly  infectious. 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuboi'culosis. — A detailed  inquiry  was  made  during  the 
year  so  that  we  miglit  have  a com})lete  register  of  ])ast  and  ])rcscnt  cases, 
riiirty-nine  cases  (glands,  spine,  bone,  skin  and  other  lorms)  were  reported 
among  our  elementary  school  children,  and  thirty-three  at  the  o|)en  air 
school. 
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Follow-up  Work. — As  a secpience  to  the  medical,  dental  and  cleanliness 
ins})eetions,  detects  are  tollowed  u])  by  the  Nurses  at  the  Clinic,  in  the  School, 
or  in  the  homes.  Special  home  visits  were  paid  in  1,729  instances. 

Medical  Examinations  of  Staff. — Examination  and  eca-tilication  ot  40 
teachers,  caretakers  and  others  were  completed,  either  on  appointment  or 
return  to  duty  after  illness. 

Employment  of  School  Children,  &C. — Forty  children  were  eertilied  lit 
for  employment  wliilc  of  school  age,  and  19  for  institutions,  maintenanee 
grants  and  such  purposes. 


.M  J’]  1 ) J ( AVL  TR  EATM  ENT. 


School  Clinic.  -The  treatment  of  minor  defects  has  been  continued  as 
in  j)revious  years  at  the  School  Clinic  in  Xorthgatc,  one  of  the  doctors  being 
in  attendance  every  afternoon.  4'he  extent  of  the  work  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  there  were  record  figures  of  17, .599  consultations,  18,498  for 
treatment  and  4,101  for  advice. 


Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment. — Ultra  N'iolet  Hay  treatment  is  given  at  the 
School  Clinic  by  a .Jesionck  iMereury  Vapour  Lamp.  During  the  year  149 
eases  completed  a course  of  treatment.  87  eommenecd  treatment  during  the 
last  (piartcr  of  the  year  and  are  still  attending.  40  children  eommenecd 
treatment  but  failed  to  eomj)lcte  the  course. 


A decidedly  beneficial  imi)rov'ement  in  aj)])ctitc,  vitality, 
and  general  metabolism  was  noted  in  the  majority  of  eases. 


cheerfulness 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  gi\'en  on  the  following  i)age  that  most  of 
the  eases  come  under  the  heading  of  Hronehial  Catarrh  and  Debility,  and  of 
Amemia  and  Malnutrition. 


Children  who  were  treated  for  Malnutrition  due  to  [>oor  environmental 
conditions,  vi/.  : overcrowding,  lack  of  sunshine,  fresh  air  and  suflieient  rest, 
did  very  Avell  and  all  show  an  increase  in  weight  and  a brighter,  more  alert 
condition  of  the  nervous  system. 


Under  “other  conditions”  all  eases  of  Blepharitis  cleared  u])  entirely 
after  a short  ])eriod  ; two  (rases  of  Alopecria  showed  groAvth  of  hair  when  the 
cases  were  discharged  after  8 weeks  treatment. 

During  the  year  ehildrcn  attended  for  prolonged  periods  with  great 
regularity,  some  children  returning  for  second  courses  of  treatment.  Some 
of  the  parents  have  accompanied  the  children  with  unfailing  regularity  and 
have  given  voluntary  information  that  they  consider  the  time  well  sj)ent,  as 
the  benelits  observed  in  the  child’s  general  condition  are  so  marked.  The 
children  are  also  keenly  interested  in  tlieir  treatments  and  look  forward  to  the 
time  spent  in  the  Ultra-Violet  Light  Room. 


Signs  of  improvement  noted  by  M.O.  Condition  improved 
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RHEUMATISIVI. 


rontinuiii^’  past  years’  researc'h  there  liavc  been  171  eluldreii  on  tlie 
liegister  suffering  troni  rheumatism  varying  in  tyj)e  I'rom  the  mild  sub-aeute 
museular  form  (boys  30,  girls  50)  to  the  severe  eases  of  C’horea  or  St.  Mtus’ 
Danee  (boys  25,  girls  21)  and  Carditis  (boys  10,  girls  20).  Ifor  the  more 
severe  of  these  speeial  ])ro\'ision  is  made  in  that  they  are  either  exeluded  from 
school  for  lengthy  ])eriods,  arc  certified  for  attendance  at  the  S})ceial  School 
for  riiysieally  Defective  Children  or  allowed  to  attend  the  ordinary  Elemen- 
tary Sehools  for  half-days. 

^Mention  has  Impiently  been  made  of  the  dilliculties  arising  in  the  treat- 
ment of  eases  of  Chorea.  These  recpiire  rest,  nourisliment  and  fresh  air — 
])referably  a change  of  air  altogether,  and  if  more  Institutional  treatment  were 
readily  available,  the  majority  of  such  eases  attending  the  Clinic  would  ha\'e 
been  recommended  for  it.  Under  the  present  eeonomie  conditions  it  ap])ears 
almost  im])ossible  for  the  parents  of  some  of  these  unfortunate  children  to 
offer  all  that  is  necessary  to  hasten  their  recovery.  It  a})pears  that  no 
Institutional  treatment  other  than  that  obtainable  at  the  Poor  Law  IIosj)ital 
is  available  for  these  eases.  Efforts  lunx*  been  made  to  get  these  children 
admitted  to  Convalescent  Homes  but  admission  to  such  is  only  available 
for  children  in  that  ])articular  area.  Some  parents  would  be  (juitc  willing 
to  ])ay  a small  fee  weekly  but  des))ite  many  cmpiirics  I have  so  far  l)cen  unable 
to  obtain  admittance  for  any  case.  One  child  was  admitted  to  the  Poor 
Law  IIos])ital  in  this  town  and  made  excellent  progress. 

Heart  Defects. — i ll  chikl  ren  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  abnor- 
malities  of  the  heart,  organic  and  funetional.  Of  these,  LS  were  under  seven 
years  of  age  and  3 were  of  such  a degree  of  se^'erity  as  to  necessitate  a 
])rolonged  ahsence  from  school,  A\'hile  38  were  secondary  school  ceases.  All 
were  kej)t  under  close  obser\ation  and  examined  at  each  visit  to  the 
sehools. 


during 


the  vear  1 


rom  \hdvular  Disease  of  the  Heart, 
dr  a ])rolonged  ])eriod — in  most  eases 


One  child  died 

11  were  certified  as  unlit  for  school 

three  months — as  a history  of  an  acute  illness  was  given  in  all  of  them.  Six 
eases  are  in  attendance  at  the  Oj)cn  Air  School  and  doing  very  well.  The 
remainder  are  mild  cases,  showing  no  judual  ])hysi('al  disability  bevond  an 
abnormality  in  the  heart  sounds  and  are  considered  lit  for  attendance  at  an 
ordinary  school.  They  are  examined  at  each  visit  to  the  school  and  si)eeial 
instructions  are  given  to  the  Head  Tea(‘hcr  from  time  to  time  regarding  their 
fitness  to  join  in  school  games  and  physical  drill. 
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TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTIVE  VISION. 


Report  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Paterson,  F.R.C.S.,  School  Oculist. 


The  attendance  of  children  at  the  Clinic  has  been  rather  better  this  year 
than  was  the  case  in  the  previous  year. 


The  majority  of  the  external  eye  diseases  seen  and  treated  at  the  Clinic 
were  Phlyctenular  Keratitis  and  Conjunctivitis,  and  Mueo-Purulent  Con- 
junctivitis, which  latter  is  commonly  known  as  “pink-eye”.  Faulty  feeding 
plays  some  part  in  the  first  group — too  much  in  the  way  of  starchy  food 
such  as  rice,  potatoes  and  white  bread  finds  its  way  into  the  child’s  diet, 
but  as  these  are  ehea})  foods  })crhaps  the  fault  is  more  due  to  economic 
conditions  than  ignorance. 


The  provision  of  facilities  for  treatment  by  general  Ultra-Violet  Radiation 
(Artificial  Sunlight)  has  been  a great  boon  especially  to  the  children  suffering 
from  strumous  eye  conditions,  and  to  (diildren  who  were  not  responding 
freely  to  the  usual  forms  of  treatment  for  minor  eye  diseases. 


It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  the  number  of  children  suffering  from 
Squint  a})pcars  to  be  gradually  diminishing  and  this  is  certainly  one  of  the 
triumphs  of  the  School  Medical  Service.  A better  knowledge  of  the  causes 
of  and  appropriate  treatment  for  Squint  has  been  disseminated  among  the 
l^arents,  and  they  are  seeking  advice,  whereas  in  bygone  days  they  were 
content  to  believe  that  the  child  would  grow  out  of  the  disability. 


SCHOOL  DENTAL  SURGEON’S  REPORT. 

J.  L.  Liddell,  L.D.S. 

1,583  more  children  were  inspected,  and  330  more  treated  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  operations  performed  has  advanced  by  348. 
It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  number  of  fillings  is  increasing,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  continue  from  year  to  year. 

It  is  only  ])ossible  to  visit  each  department  once  a year.  However, 
several  parents  are  bringing  their  children  to  the  Clinic  for  examination  every 
six  months,  and  each  year  this  number  is  increasing'. 

Many  })arents  are  taking  more  interest  in  dental  treatment,  and  come  for 
advice  when  they  notice  something  going  wrong  with  the  children’s  teeth, 
instead  of  w^aiting  for  the  next  routine  examination,  which  may  not  be  for 
several  months,  or  until  toothache  occurs. 

A system  of  obtaining  consent  from  the  jiarcnts  before  appointments 
are  made,  following  routine  insjiection,  was  inaugurated  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  It  is  not  working  absolutely  satisfactorily  yet.  Manv  [larents 
state  on  the  foim  that  they  desire  the  work  done  ])rivatcly,  but  later,  when  the 
child  suffers  from  toothache,  it  is  brought  to  the  Clinic  for  treatment.  If 
this  system  is  to  succeed,  lelusal  ol  treatment  should  bar  the  child  from  the 
School  Clinic  until  the  next  routine  inspection. 


1.3 


Routine  ins])cction  and  treatment  were  eari'ied  out  lor  eliildren  attending 
Secondary  and  Sjjeeial  Schools  as  follows  : — 


Inspected  ....  ....  ...  615 

Requiring  Treatment  ....  ....  323 

Treated  ....  ....  ....  ....  1-'51 

This  makes  the  grand  totals  : — 

Inspected  ....  ....  ....  <S,981 

Requiring  Treatment  ....  ....  5,366 

Treated  ....  ....  ....  ....  3,070 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DEATHS. 

The  year  has  been  remarkably  free  from  serious  infectious  disease  in 
the  schools,  there  being  no  necessity  to  give  even  the  usual  certificate  when 
a school  attendance  falls  to  60^o.  The  notifications  received  were  followed 
up  by  Health  Visitors,  Sanitary  Ins])cetors  and  School  Nhirses,  as  the  situation 
demanded.  The  diseases  and  deaths  from  all  causes  are  given  in  the  table 
herewith.  It  will  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  there  was  not  a single  death 
from  typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  or  di])htheria,  once  so 
rife  among  children  of  school  age. 


Disease 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Ty])hoid  and  Rara-typhoid  .... 

— 

— 

Measles  ....  i 

(ierman  Measles  i ■■ 

....  162 

1 

Pneumonia 

21 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 i 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

— 

Diphtheria 

20 

— 

Fineephalitis  Lethargiea 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Sj)inal  Fever 

3 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

10 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

16 

‘) 

er  Diseases  : — 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 



1 

Heart  Disease 



1 

Bronchitis 

. 

1 

Appendicitis 



1 

Violence  .... 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

■ 

5 

III  Defined  Diseases.... 

• 

— 

1 

Total 

....  337 

22 
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EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN. 

Table  III.  in  the  Appendix  sets  out  all  children  in  the  area  suffering 
from  Blindness,  Deafness,  Mental  Deficiency,  Epilepsy,  ^Tuberculosis  or 
other  incapacitation. 

Certification  is  completed  before  any  child  is  sent  to  the  Open-Air  or 
S])ecial  M.D.  School,  the  total  number  at  the  former  being,  77  boys  and 
57  girls,  and  at  the  latter  50  boys  and  36  girls.  Four  boys  and  one  girl 
were  notified  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  (Notification  of  Cfiiildren)  Regu- 
lations, 1928,  to  the  Welfare  of  Afflicted  Persons’  Committee  as  Imbeciles 
(1),  or  feebleminded  (4)  requiring  care  and  control. 


Institutional  Education. 

Axwell  Park  Industrial  School  ....  ....  ....  10 

Prudhoe  Hall  Colony  (M.D.)  School  ....  ....  2 

St.  .Toseph’s  Boys’  Home,  Manchester  ....  ....  2 

Royal  Victoria  School  for  Blind,  Newcastle  ....  1 

Starnthwaite  Home  for  Epileptic  Boys  ....  ....  1 

Stockton  School  (Day)  for  the  Deaf  ....  ....  3 

Catholic  School  for  the  Blind,  Liverpool  ....  1 

Northumberland  Village  Homes,  Whitley  Bay  ....  1 


CHILDREN  WITH  ORTHOPEDIC  DEFECTS. 

Of  the  84  children  in  Darlington  suffering  from  crippling  deformities 
of  an  orthopaedic  character,  35  are  due  to  infantile  paralysis  producing  loss 
of  function  in  either  upper  or  loAver  limbs,  37  are  congenital  defects,  e.g.  club 
foot,  while  12  are  the  results  of  injury  at  or  following  birth. 

All  have  had  surgical  or  other  treatment  or  advice  at  some  time  so  that 
the  parents  have  taken  early  op]3ortunities  to  right  the  fault  if  it  was  possible. 
Many  show  excellent  results  in  restoration  of  function  even  though  the 
a}:)pearance  may  still  be  somewhat  abnormal.  Others,  however,  have  not 
been  so  successful,  as  parents  may  not  have  exercised  their  discretion  in 
pursuing  the  treatment  to  the  limit  of  its  success,  having  failed  to  appreciate 
that  practically  all  of  the  cases  require  continuous  and  frequent  supervision 
from  an  orthopaedic  specialist  to  prevent  reversion  or  to  adjust  fitments 
outgrown. 

Moreover,  in  the  necessarily  slow  progress,  many  j^arents  become  weary 
in  well  doing,  and  cease  attending  before  expert  treatment  has  been  com- 
pleted, having  been  persuaded  by  certain  busy  bodies  that  there  is  a shorter 
and  quicker  road  to  miracles  in  the  hands  of  unqualified  and  much  advertised 
market  place  magicians.  Ultimately  these  cases  return  in  various  conditions 
but  certainly  poorer,  ready  to  accept  the  advice  first  given,  and  to  take 
advantage  of  the  co-operation  with  us  of  the  Crippled  Children’s  Association 
of  the  Charity  Organization  Society.  This  excellent  local  hodv  interests 
itself  in  the  general  welfare  of  all  our  orthopaedic  cases,  by  visiting  and 
befriending,  by  providing  extra  nourishment,  surgical  ai)])liances,  and  in 
defraying  travelling  and  other  ex])enscs  Avhere  further  specialist  advice  or 
treatment  is  required  at  Institutions  outside  the  town. 
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GO-OPERATION. 

Parents. — As  shown  in  the  table  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report,  one  or 
otlier  parent  was  present  in  81%  of  entrant  examinations  and  in  46%  of 
older  ehildren.  The  presenee  of  the  ])arent  enables  the  doctor  to  a])])reciate 
more  quickly  the  environment  of  the  home,  and  to  indicate  in  detail  the  line 
of  treatment  and  how  best  it  may  be  obtained. 

Teachers. — All  the  head  teachers  have  taken  a very  lively  interest  in 
the  medical  state  of  their  scholars,  and  have  assisted  the  Medical  Ollieers  and 
Nurses  in  arranging  ins])ections,in  bringing  forward  s])eei{d  eases,  in  following  up 
defects  with  the  parents,  and  in  organising  the  morning  milk  scheme  which  has 
been  entirely  dei)endent  on  their  sym])athetie  and  energetic  support.  The 
responsibility  lies  with  them  of  ascertaining  the  numbers,  distributing  the 
bottles,  collecting  the  em})ties  and  recovering  the  cash.  In  the  matter  of 
infectious  disease  the  credit  for  such  freedom  as  we  enjoyed  in  the  schools 
goes  in  a great  measure  to  the  teachers  for  their  watchfulness  over  early 
eases  and  the  contacts.  Notifications  are  received  daily  at  the  Health  Office 
of  all  suspected  absentees. 

Darlington  Training  College  for  Lady  Teachers. — For  the  past  nine  years 
]mrties  of  the  student  teachers  have  attended  the  School  Flinie  three  days  a 
week,  and  the  S])ecial  Schools  at  suitable  times,  in  order  to  get  a more  intimate 
and  ]waetieal  knowledge  of  the  School  Medical  Services,  of  common  ailments 
and  their  treatment.  I.ecturcs  at  the  Training  C'ollege  are  also  arranged 
in  the  Winter  Term,  through  the  energetic  interest  of  the  Rrineij)al,  Miss 
S.  Walker. 

School  Attendance  Officers.  lasts  of  attendances  at  the  C'linie  and 
exclusions  from  school  arc  daily  forwarded  to  the  School  Attendance  Ollieers 
so  that  they  act  mutually  with  the  School  Nurses.  Information  was  also 
forwarded  to  them  of  the  certification  of  41  children  for  ])art-tinie  cmplovment 
while  under  14  years  of  age. 

Private  Medical  Certificates  received  })y  the  Attendance  Ollieers  were 
referred  to  the  School  Clinic  for  record  ])ur|)oses.  The  School  Nurses  co- 
operate with  the  Attendance  Ollieers  in  following  u])  '‘over-dues”  at  the 
Clinic,  and  verminous  cases.  S])ecial  attention  is  given  to  see  that  children 
return  to  school  immediately  they  are  certified  lit  to  do  so. 

Voluntary  Bodies.— The  General  Hosjntal,  the  Cripi)ies’  Society,  and 
the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  have  o-iveii 
valuable  help  during  the  year  in  a number  of  eases.  ^ 

Medical  Practitioners.— The  (fencral  Practitioner  is  a very  neeessarv 
link  in  the  School  Medical  Scheme,  and  cordial  relations  have  always  bceii 
a feature  of  our  work  in  Darlington. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  so  that 
transfer  of  records  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  to  the 
School  Medical  Service  and  then  on  to  the  other  branches  is  facilitated. 
Further,  the  Dental  Surgeon  and  Assistant  School  IMedical  Officers  take  part 
m Nursery  Schools,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Venereal  Disease 
Clinics,  the  General  Hospital  and  the  Fever  Hospital, 
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REPORT  ON  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

Physical  training  in  the  schools  of  the  Education  Authority  is  carried 
out  in  aecordance  with  the  syllabus  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  special 
pamphlets  issued. 

Organised  games  continue  to  be  a regular  feature  of  school  work  in  all 
Senior  and  many  Junior  Departments.  The  playing  fields  available,  apart 
from  separate  fields  for  the  Grammar  Sehool,  Girls’  High  School,  Central 
Secondary  School,  North  Road  Senior  Girls’  Council  School,  Alderman  Leach 
Council  School,  and  Salters  Lane  Open  Air  School,  are  (1)  Hollyhurst  Road ; 
(2)  playing  field  adjoining  Alderman  Leach  Council  School ; (3)  Hundens 
playing  field  and  (4)  the  public  parks.  A plot  of  land  containing  2.325 
acres  adjoining  the  present  field  has  been  purchased  for  the  extension  of  the 
Grammar  School  playing  field,  which  will  bring  the  total  area  of  playing 
fields  to  12.908  acres. 

The  land  behind  Freeman’s  Place,  which  has  been  used  as  a playground 
for  children  under  11  years  of  age,  was  closed  during  the  year. 

Co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Schools  Athletic  Association  who 
arrange  sehool  leagues  and  competitions  in  football,  cricket,  netball,  athletic 
S]:)orts  and  swimming. 

Swimming  instruction  was  continued  at  the  Public  Baths  during  the 
summer  season,  the  same  teaching  staff  being  employed  as  formerly  ; viz., 
two  men  and  two  women  part-time  instructors  assisted  by  the  teachers  who 
accompany  the  classes.  The  part-time  instruetors  were  employed  for  })eriods 
of  from  5^  to  6 hours  per  week  each  from  May  to  Se])tember,  except  when 
the  schools  were  closed  for  holidays. 

The  scholars  attend  in  groups  of  60  once  a week  and  certificates  are 
awarded  to  those  who  swim  one  or  five  lengths  of  the  baths  (33  1/3  or  166  2/3 
yards).  The  arrangements  enable  600  boys  and  550  girls  to  be  dealt  with 
each  week. 

The  average  weekly  attendanee  was  : — 

Boys  ....  ....  440 

Girls  ....  ....  382 

Test  for  quarter-mile  and  half-mile  eertificates  for  boys  are  carried  out 
by  the  Darlington  Amateur  Swimming  Club.  The  following  is  a summary  of 
certifieates  issued : — 


One  length 

Boys. 

243 

Girls. 

120 

Five-lengths 

43 

27 

Quarter-mile 

63 

8 

Half-mile 

41 

8 

One  mile 

» » • ^ ~ 

8 
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SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Our  schools  arc  among  the  best  in  the  country  in  modern  design  and  open 
air  ])lanning,  and  one  looks  forward  with  proud  anticipation  to  the  improve- 
ment of  ideals  in  our  future  citizens  in  such  matters  as  o})en  air  house  building 
following  the  training  in  our  schools.  After  all,  if  ojien  air  schools  are  good 
for  the  delicate,  how  much  more  so  for  the  com])aratively  healthy,  especially 
seeing  that  the  cost  makes  no  more  demand  on  the  public  purse  than  in  the 
ease  of  the  old  type  of  building. 

In  the  few  non-provided  old  fashioned  buildings  still  in  use,  the  head 
teachers  hav  e made  the  utmost  efforts  to  introduce  every  measure  suggested 
by  the  School  Medical  OfTieer  as  likely  to  improve  the  amenities  by  instituting 
strict  cleanliness  inspections,  providing  soap,  towels,  sanitary  paper,  and 
using  every  possible  opj)ortunity  of  ventilating  the  rooms,  so  that  that  once 
familiar  stuffy  schoolroom  odour  is  seldom  detected. 


SPF.riAL  SOHOOLS. 


OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL  (by  Dr.  A.  McFarlane.) 

During  1032,  200  children  were  in  attendance  at  the  0])en  Air  School, 
of  whom  60  were  discharged  fit  to  attend  an  ordinarv  elcmentarv  school. 


The  ty])es  of  children  might  be  classified  as  follows  in  the  131  on  the 
books  at  the  end  of  1032  : — 


Doys. 


1. 

“Delicate”  Children 

55 

9 

^ • 

Ihdmonary  Tuberculosis) 

((piiescent  or  arrested) 

i 

3. 

Tuberculosis  of  Peri|)heral  filands 

2 

4. 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

((piiescent) 

3 

5. 

Tuberculosis  of  Hones  and  Joints 

4 

0. 

Tuberculosis  ol‘  other  organs 

(c.g.,  skin) 

3 

7. 

Crip])led  Children 

2 

8. 

Children  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

Girls. 

37 


3 


3 

S 


3 

1 

‘> 


Total 


77 


o/ 


From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  “delicate  child”  is  the  predomi- 
nant type  at  the  school.  This  is  the  undernourished  or  malnourished  child, 
anaemic,  nervous  and  suffering  from  frequent  attacks  of  bronchial  catarrh! 
The  remainder  of  the  cases  largely  consists  of  the  various  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis in  a quiescent  or  arrested  state, 
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Excellent  "woi’k  is  })(‘in<>-  (k)iu‘  n1  llto  scliool.  Tt  is  very  (‘X(*c}:)lioiial  For  a 
cliild’s  healtli  not  to  iiupi'oAax  AFtcr  a,  siiort  i)criod  oF  8 mouths,  tlu'n'  is 
({('finite  im])rovement  in  the  ehild's  ])hysieal  eondition  atid  mental  outlook. 
As  an  indieation  of  the  im])l'o^'ement  in  the  nutrition  of  the  ehild  the  gain  in 
lieight  and  ‘weight  is  most  valual)le.  During  the  year  IIT)  children  were 
kept  under  eareful  observation.  Accurate  records  oF  lieight  and  weight  were 
taken  at  least  every  tliree  months.  It  wars  found  tliat  children  between 


7-11  years  had  an  average  gain  of  2 ins. 


in  height  and  t.S  lbs.  in  wnght  over 


the  12  months.  Children  between  11-14  years  gained  2.1  ins.  in  height  and 
6.4  lbs.  in  weight.  The  Following  table  gives  in  more  detail  the  gain  For  both 


sexes. 


Xum[)cr  oF 

' AAvi'age  gain 

Average  gain 

Cliildren. 

in  Height. 

in  Weight. 

Dovs 

7-11  years 

87 

1.9" 

5.8  lbs. 

Girls 

7-11  years 

88 

2.1  " 

4.8  lbs. 

Dovs 

12-14  years 

28 

2.0" 

5.7  lbs. 

Girls 

12-14  years 

16 

2.1  " 

7.5  lbs. 

This  gain  in  height  and  Aveiglit  is  most  satisfactory,  in  fact  the  figures 
do  not  Fall  far  short  of  those  for  normal  children.  ]\[ore  than  60%  of  the 
children  were  sirvering  From  ])oor  nutrition.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  if  these 
children  had  be('n  at  an  ordinary  elementary  school,  the  gain  in  height  and 
weight  would  have  been  negligible. 

What  accounts  for  their  marked  improvement  at  the  Open  Air  School  ? 
There  are  certain  important  factors  (1)  tlie  school  in  the  o]')en  with  the  change 
in  surroundings  and  habits  (2)  s]n’ay  l>aths  and  o})en  air  exercises  and  (8) 
the  simple  wholesome  diet.  Without  minimising  the  importance  of  the 
first  two  the  last  mentioned  is  by  far  the  most  important.  These  children 
are  receiving  a mid-day  meal  of  good  calorific  value  rich  in  vitamins.  It 
contains  the  proteins  and  fats  which  have  been  lacking  in  the  diet  of  so  many 
of  these  children.  On  investigating  their  diet  at  home  it  is  found  that  it 
consists  largely  of  carbo-hydrates  and  a small  amount  of  fats.  It  is  lacking 
almost  entirely  in  the  ])roteins,  in  particular  the  animal  protein  which  is  so 
necessary  for  the  growing  child. 

When  one  considers  that  only  7 hours  each  day  are  spent  at  the  school, 
the  improvement  is  all  the  more  remarkable  as  more  than  50  of  the  children 
are  returning  to  homes  where  the  conditions  are  bad. 


THE  GA8N  IN  HEIGHT  AND  WEIGHT  IN  THE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

CHILD. 

An  investigation  was  carried  out  amongst  800  children  attending  the 
elementary  schools,  200  ‘were  bet  ween  7-11  years  and  100  betAveen  11-14  years. 
They  were  taken  from  two  tyjics  of  school — the  ncAv  tyjx'  oF  school  a.n*d  the 
old  type,  situated  in  dirferent  areas  of  the  town.  The  ehiklren  were  unseleeted. 
that  is,  they  included  both  normal  and  submu-nial  children  and  were 
cxmiposcd  roughly  oF  50%  boys  and  50%  girls. 


The  followinfj  Tal)le  o-ivcs  tlie  aArra^jfr  aiuiiuil  increase  in  liei^rlit  and 
) M'eiulil  : 


*Vge 

Xuniber  of 

(lain  in 

(lain  in 

^>ars. 

Fhildren. 

Height. 

AVeight. 

Xew  School 

7-11 

100 

2.0  " 

.5.2  lbs.  1 

Old  School 

7-11 

100 

2.1  " 

1.6  lbs.  ’ 

Old  School 

12-1  1 

100 

.>  ] " 

7.1  lbs.  ^ 

Hoys  6.1  i 

Oirls  8.8  J 

Only  tlie  cliildren  between  12-11  years  were  taken  from  the  old  type  of 
school  as  sullieient  nnmhers  were  not  aA'ailahle  in  the  new  ty])e  of  school 
for  eom])arison. 

Tn  this  country  the  averaoe  annual  increase  in  weight  of  a mixed  popu- 
lation hetween  the  ages  ol‘  h-l  1 years  has  been  estimated  at  figures  ranging 
from  1.7  to  ,5. .5  Ihs.  and  the  average  vcarlv  increase  in  height  at  1.9  to  2 inches. 
From  the  above  Table  it  will  he  seen  that  the  gain  in  the  Darlington  child 
com])ares  ^Trv  favourahly  with  the  figures  1‘or  the  country  as  a whole. 

In  comparing  the  new  ty|)e  of  school  with  the  old.  the  children  hetween 
7-11  years  attending  the  former  ha\’c  a much  larger  gain  in  weight  although 
the  gain  in  height  is  more  or  h'ss  ccjual.  Do  the  better  hygienic  conditions 
existing  in  the  new  school  account  for  this  gain  ? To  a certain  extent  this 
may  he  so,  hut  the  chief  reason  is  that  the  old  type  of  school  is  situated  in 
areas  where  the  social  conditions  are  ^\'orst.  As  an  example  in  the  Disc  Carr 
School  the  average  gain  in  height  was  below  2 inches  and  the  average  gain 
in  w 
with 

The  poor  results  obtained  in  this  school  accounted  for  the  lowering  of  the 
figures  for  th(‘  old  typ(‘  of  school. 

'Idiis  test  amongst  .‘100  uns(‘leet('d  children  in  the  various  scdiools  is  one 
of  the  best  rough  and  ready  methods  to  determine  standards  for  eom- 
])arison. 


eight  was  only  .‘1  lbs.  in  the  .‘10  children  examined.  This  was  in  keeping 
the  poorer  standard  of  nutrition  observed  amongst  these  children. 


THE  BARNARD  STREET  SCHOOL  (by  Dr.  tsobel  C.  Brown.) 

At  the  end  of  the  year  .SO  children  wei-e  in  attendance  at  the  llarnard 
Street  S})ecial  School. 

With  the  exclusion  of  the  low  grade  case  from  this  school  and  the  certih- 
cation  of  only  the  higher  grade  edueahle  case  it  is  being  found  that  ])a.rents 
have  come  to  realise  the  true  funetion  of  the  school,  vi/.  to  provide  education 
for  the  child  who  is  unable  by  reason  of  mental  ineaj)acity,  to  henetit  by  the 
teaching  ])rovided  in  an  ordinary  elementary  school.  During  this  year  there 
have  been  occasions  when  parents  haA  c aetually  come  with  the  recpiest  to 
have  a (*hild  examined  Avitli  a view  to  his  being  admitted  to  the  llarnard 
Street  School. 
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The  school  curriculum  is  sjoecially  adapted  to  the  mentality  of  the 
children,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  is  given  to  tuition  in  those  subjects 
which,  it  is  calculated,  will  be  most  useful  to  them  when  they  leave  school 
and  enter  into  com])etition  with  normal  children.  With  this  end  in  view  the 
girls  spend  much  of  their  time  in  the  school  kitchen  helping  to  prepare,  cook 
and  serve  the  mid-day  meal  provided  for  the  scholars.  This  work  is  done 
under  the  able  tuition  of  Mrs.  Murray,  who  also  acts,  along  with  her  husband, 
as  joint  caretaker  of  the  school. 

Weekly  lessons  in  simple  cookery,  laundry  and  housewifery  are  given 
by  one  of  the  Authority’s  Domestic  Science  Mistresses,  and  some  of  the  girls 
are  particularly  good  in  this  branch  of  work.  As  the  school  is  provided  with 
a fully-furnished  bedroom  and  bathroom,  they  are  well  provided  with  facilities 
for  practical  work  in  housewifery. 

Higher  grade  girls  do  needlework — both  handsewing  and  machining, 
raffia  work,  rug-making,  cutting-out  and  making  simple  garments.  An 
exhibition  of  the  various  types  of  hand-work  done  by  the  pupils  in  this 
school  is  of  a surprisingly  high  standard  and  compares  very  favourably  with 
the  work  done  in  any  ordinary  Elementary  School,  as  demonstrated  in  the 
recent  Rotary  Club  Exhibition  in  Bondgate  Hall. 

The  boys’  curriculum  is  based  on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  the  girls, 
namely,  to  keep  in  view  the  wage  earning  capacity  of  the  boy  and  to  provide 
him  with  a sound  training  towards  this  end. 

Raffia  work  and  rug-making  are  two  other  subjects  taken  jointly  by 
both  boys  and  girls.  For  the  older  boys  there  is  definite  vocational  training 
in  gardening,  carpentry  and  cobbling  by  Miss  Clegg,  the  Headmistress,  by 
Mr.  Murray,  the  caretaker,  and  also  by  an  Instructor,  who  attends  once 
weekly. 

Along  with  this,  practical  general  elementary  education  is  given,  and 
an  effort  is  made  to  teach  all  pupils  simple  arithmetic  and  money  values,  and 
simple  reading  and  writing. 

Organised  games,  physical  drill,  eurythmics  and  voice  production  are 
subjects  much  enjoyed  by  both  boys  and  girls. 

The  whole  atmosphere  of  the  school  is  bright,  the  children  are  happy 
and  interested,  both  in  their  work  and  in  the  general  well-being  of  the  school, 
and  parents  have  expressed  themselves  as  being  grateful  for  all  benefits 
offered  to  these  children. 

Six  children  left  the  school  during  the  year — five  boys  and  one  girl. 
One  boy  has  been  in  work  as  a kennel  boy  in  Birmingham  and  good  re})orts 
are  obtained,  a second  is  doing  farm  work,  a third  is  a Guardians’  Home  child, 
a fourth  has  not  yet  obtained  work  and  a fifth  boy  has  left  the  town.  The  one 
girl  is  at  present  doing  well  in  domestic  work. 

The  establishment  of  an  Old  Boys’  and  Old  Girls’  Club,  mainly  through 
the  local  Mental  Welfare  Association  and  Toe  H,  with  JMiss  Holmes  as 
Secretary-Organiser,  has  done  much  to  ensure  the  after-care  of  these  children 
on  attaining  the  school-leaving  age  of  16  years, 
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THE  GEORGE  DENT  NURSERY  SCHOOL  (by  Dr.  Isobel  C.  Brown). 

The  George  Dent  Nursery  Selux)!  ])rovi(les  aceoinniodation  lor  100 
children.  During  the  ]xist  year  an  avera^^e  of  91  % of  tlic  children  were  in 
regular  attendance.  There  is  a long  vv'aiting  list  of  children. 

The  school  was  visited  every  week  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Olheer 
and  each  child  was  subjected  to  a full  routine  examination. 

79  children  were  admitted  to  the  school  during  the  year,  48  at  ‘2  years, 
‘29  at  3,  and  ‘2  at  4 years,  all  coming  from  ])oor  homes,  the  majority 
suffering  from  one  or  more  ])hysical  defects. 

Minor  ailments  are  usually  treated  at  the  school  by  the  Staff  but  50 
attended  the  School  Clinic  for  various  defects.  This  docs  not  include  the 
number  who  received  Artificial  Sunlight  treatment  (9  boys,  3 girls)  and  the 
18  children  who  attended  for  dental  treatment.  4 children  were  o})eratcd 
upon  at  Greenbank  IIos})ital  for  diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Minor  ailments  treated  by  the  Staff  included  skin  diseases  18,  eye 
infection  3,  discharging  cars  13,  septic  sores  ‘24,  ringworm  1,  and  injuries  7. 


NURSERY  CLASSES. 


As  re])orted  last  year  Nursery  Classes  have  been  established  at  the 
following  schools  in  the  ])oorcr  districts  of  the  North  end  of  the  town  : — 
Rise  Carr  Infants’  School  and  Gurney  Pease  Infants’  School  under  the  Local 
Authority,  and  St.  William’s  Roman  (’atholic  (non-j)rovidcd)  Infants’ 
School.  Each  of  these  has  30  on  the  rolls  with  an  average  attendance  at 
the  end  ol‘  the  year  of  ‘25.  The  admissions  are  mainly  of  the  three  and  four 
year  olds,  and  in  ])ractically  every  instance  the  child  is  suffering  from  one 
or  more  defects  on  admission  as  well  as  coming  from  })oor  home  surroundings. 


In  the  Rise  Carr  I)e])artment  ‘27  (children  are  in  attcndan(*e  and  every 
care  is  given  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  each  child.  This  year  a very 
successful  Mothers’  Club  has  been  formed  by  the  Head  Mistress.  ^Meetings 
are  held  once  monthly  and  the  mothers  undertake  to  make  clothing  for  the 
children  in  attendance  at  the  School.  These  meetings  are  well  attended  and 
the  ))arcnts  are  keenly  interested  in  their  work. 


In  a special  report  Miss  Kirkwood,  the  Head  Teacher,  ])oints  out  how  the 
nursery  school  children  have  more  than  held  their  own  in  educational  attain- 
ments in  spite  of  physical  and  environmental  drawbacks,  with  the  other 
children  admitted  directly  at  live  years  of  age  and  not  suffering  from  such 
defects.  Without  such  attention  many  of  these  defect i\'e  toddlers  woukl 
have  been  on  the  scrap  heap  of  education. 


At  the  Gurney  Pease  School  ‘29  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  an  average  attendance  of  28,  a high  proportion  compared  with  the 
usual  infants’  school.  Mainly  owing  to  the  individual  efforts  of  the  staff, 
mid-morning  cocoa  was  given  to  every  child. 


At  St.  William’s  School  the  Sister-in-Charge  has  made  the  most  of  the 
open  surroundings,  and  a \Try  cheery  atmos])here  has  been  })rodueed  amongst 
the  26  little  ones. 

The  sueeess  of  these  three  Nursery  ( lasses  ])rompts  me  to  ])ress  forward 
onee  more  the  ease  for  an  Open-Air  Nursery  School  in  this  area  as  soon  as 
})ossible,  for  if  sueh  results  ean  be  attained  in  make-shifts,  as  exist  at  ]>resent, 
a very  mueh  wider  seheme  will  be  decidedly  more  fruitful. 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  UNDER  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


(irammar  School  for  Bovs 

On 

Begister. 

466 

Inspected. 

439 

Parents 

Ih’esent. 

134 

High  School  for  Girls 

428 

329 

152 

CAntral  Secondarv  School 

249 

202 

67 

Junior  Technical  School 

199 

124 

12 

St.  Mary’s  Grammar  School 

49 

49 

15 

Immaculate  Coneeption  School 

24 

5 

5 

1,415 

1,148 

385 

Classified  Defeets  are  shown  in  Ap})endix  Table  II.  A. 


For  the  past  ten  years,  as  in  the  Klementary  Schools,  routine  Medical 
Inspections  have  taken  jdace  e^'ery  term,  so  that  children  are  examined  as 
soon  after  their  entrance  as  ])ossible.  E\"ery  pupil  over  12  years  is  inspected 
annually  and  oftener  if  suffering  from  defeets.  All  contaets  of  tubercidosis 
are  examined  twice  a year.  Parents  are  in^'ited  to  be  present,  and  attended 
in  over  33%  of  instanees. 


Usually  references  for  treatment  are  made  in  the  first  place  to  the 
Medieal  Attendant,  but  the  same  faeilities  are  available  as  to  Elementary 
Sehool  ehildren  at  the  Sehool  Clinie  for  those  who  eannot  afford  })rivate 
treatment.  Specialist  attention  for  defeetive  vision,  dental  defects  and 
diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids  is  arranged,  usually  during  the  vacation  or  after 
School  hours.  As  many  as  80  attended  the  School  Clinic  for  prescription 
of  glasses,  30  cases  attended  for  minor  ailments,  and  212  for  dental  treatment. 
Ile-inspections  of  600  defeets  were  made  to  ascertain  progress.  No  arrange- 
ments are  made  to  recover  cost  excci)t  in  the  Dental  Department,  where  the 
usual  charge  of  6d.  loi'  one  visit,  and  1/-  lor  complete  treatment  is  made. 
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Dr.  AIcFarlaiie  coinnients  on  the  liifvli  standard  of  ])iiysieal  eflieicncy 
and  nutrition  among  the  hoys,  hut  })oints  out  the  two  eomnion  deteets 
(1)  vision  and  (2)  orthopaxlie  troubles  of  minor  eharaeter.  Although  the 
latter  may  he  of  little  imoortanee  during  sel.ool  life,  they  (*ause  disability 
later  and  exelude  entrants  from  most  of  the  Goyernment  serviees. 


Dr.  Brown  states  that  at  the  High  Sehool  for  Girls  the  {)hysieal  condition 
of  the  pu})ils  was  found  to  be  exeellcnt,  and  it  is  gnitifying  to  note  that, 
des])ite  the  increasing  strain  and  pressure  of  homework  and  of  preparation 
for  examinations,  a.  })rogressi\'e  improyement  in  the  ))hysieal  condition  and 
general  health  of  the  pupils  among  the  higher  forms  was  o})seryed.  This 
satisfactory  condition  is  attributed  almost  entirely  to  the  high  standard  of 
])ersonal  hygiene  which  eontinucs  to  be  maintained  in  the  sehool  and  to  the 
ellieieney  with  which  the  organised  games  are  eari’ied  out. 


Bartieular  attention  in  remedial  exercises  has  always  l)(*en  given  to  any 
})ostural  defects  found.  Good  results  are  being  obtained  in  this  work  and 
much  of  the  credit  goes  to  the  Physical  ('ulture  .Mistress  who  gh'cs  much  time 
and  work  to  these  eases.  Special  classes  are  formed  often  after  sehool 
hours — when  each  j)upil  is  given  suitiible  exercises  l*or  her  particular  deformity. 
Lacking  any  delinite  ()rthoi)aedie  Clinic  as  we  do,  we  feel  grateful  for  tlie 
work  at  the  High  Sehool  as  it  helps  to  remedy  many  delects  which  would 
otherwise  lunx  to  go  v ithout  any  form  of  ti-eatment. 


Parents  continue  to  attend  tlu'  Mc'dieal  Inspection  in  inereastnl  nund)ers 
and  show  themseh'es  interested  and  anxious  to  ha\’e  any  defc’ct  rc'iuedied 
without  delay. 
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RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS— 1932. 

Table  I. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Iiis])eetions — 

Entrants  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  tS93 

Intermediates  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,031 

Leavers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,007 


Total  ....  2,931 


Number  of  other  Routine  Inspeetions  ....  ....  290 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Speeial  Inspeetions  ....  ....  ....  5,560 

Number  of  Re-Inspeetions  ....  ....  ....  7,142 


Total  ....  12,702 

C.— SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Open  Air  School. 

Number  of  Routine  Inspeetions  ....  ....  197 

Number  of  Re-Inspeetions  and  Speeials  ....  ....  329 


Total  ....  526 

Barnard  School. 

Number  of  Routine  Inspeetions  ....  ....  89 

Number  of  Re-Inspeetions  and  Speeials  ....  ....  55 


Total  ....  144 

Nursery  School  and  Classes. 

Number  of  Routine  Inspeetions  ....  ....  193 

Number  of  Re-Inspeetions  and  Speeials  ....  ....  142 


Total  ....  335 
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TABLE  II. — A.  Retiiri)  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1932. 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE 

ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation 
but  fiat 
requiring 
Treatment 

j 

Requiring 

Treatment 

i 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment 

jEle. 

Spe. 

Sec. 

Nur 

Ele. 

Spe. 

Sec. 

Nur 

1 Ele. 

Si)e. 

1 

,Sec. 

Nur 

i 

Ele. 

1 

iSpe. 

i 

Sec. 

1 

In  u r 

Malnutrition 

01 

75 

0 

5 

38 

24 

- 

' 5 

• 

101 

1 

I - 

! 1 

2 

80 

1 - 

; 1 

- 

SKIN— 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ringworm  : 

1 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

:3 

- 

- 

1 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i -7 

1 "" 

: — 

_ 

— 

— 

— 



Body  

5 

1 - 

1 37 

1 

1 1 

— 

— 





Scabies 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

72 

I 

1 

1 





_ 

Impetigo  

13 

3 

3 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oil 

— 

2 

5 





_ 

Other  Diseases 

(Non-Tuberculous) 

19 

3 

30 

3 

10 

- 

1 

1 

190 

( 

0 

*> 

- 

- 

EYE— 

1 

1 

' 

Blepharitis  

13 

r* 

/ 

0 

‘> 

— 





47 

_ 

1 

_ 

Conjunctivitis  

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 



85 

3 

_ 

Keratitis  

— 

— 

_ 

1 



— 



, 1 

_ 

Comeal  Opacities  

1 

' () 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 

Squint) 

130 

4 

25 

— 

107 

3 

18 



114 

_ 

15 

_ 

45 

15 

•••  •••  ••• 

23 

4 

/ 

2 

15 

5 



5 

20 

1 

12 

Other  Conditions  

3 

- 

3 

- 

2 

- 

93 

2 

- 

- 

— 

EAR— 

1 

Defective  Hearing  

18 

- 

20 

1 

4 

10 

1 

10 

3 

Otitis  Media  

33 

3 

8 

6 

2 

— 

•) 

139 

_ 

•) 

4 

2 

Other  Ear  Diseases  

o 

“ 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

93 

- 

1 

1 

10 

- 

1 

1 

NOSE  AND  THROAT— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

70 

(•) 

7 

4 

411 

13 

79 

28 

149 

17 

3 

291 

51 

1 

Adenoids  only  

19 

1 

2 

1 

29 

3 

9 

3 

58 

1 

35 

0 

1 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 

47 

5 

4 

3 

()8 

3 

19 

3 

20() 

4 

1 

57 

10 

Other  Conditions  

2 

— 

3 

22 

1 

3 

54 

_ 

1 

20 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(Non-Tuberculous) 

4 

7 

— 

— 

23 

3 

5 

12 

20 

0 

0 

18 

1 

1 

Defective  Speech  

1 

- 

- 

21 

4 

3 

5 

3 

- 

31 

- 

1 

heart  & CIRCULATION— 

1 

' 

Heart  Disease  : 

i 

1 

Organic  

j 

3 

1 

38 

24 

4 

11 

00 

5i 

Functional  

— 





_ 

I 

_ 

13 

‘i 

1 

Anaemia  

42 

29 

38 

1 

3 

3(i| 

9! 

58 

8 ' 

37 

1 

13 

— 

20 

— 

1 

3 

1 

LUNGS— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

, 

Bronchitis  

10 

70 

1 

1 

37ll 

35; 

37 

88 

70 

1 

300: 

9' 

1 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 

1 

1 

j 

i 

1 

Diseases  

1 

1 

— • 

4 

1 

- 1 



3i 

- 

14 

- 

J 

- 

9 

1 

- 

J 

- 

Ele.  Elementary.  Spe. — Special.  See. — Secondary.  Nur. — Nursery. 
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TABLE  II. — continued. 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE 

ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation 
but  nut 
requiring 
Treatment 

Ele. 

Spe. 

Sec. 

Nur 

Ele. 

Spe. 

U. 

Nur 

j Ele. 

Spe.  1 Sec. 

i 

1 

Nur 

! 1 

Ele.  Si)e  ,Sec. 

Nur 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

i 

' 

1 

i 

Pulmonary  : 

1 

Definite  

• . . 

- 

1) 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

10 

- 

- 

3 - 

- 

- 

Suspected  

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- i - 

- 

- 

Non-Pulmonary  : 

i 

Glands  

• • • 

- 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

- 

— 

4 - 

- 

- 

Spine  

... 

- 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 - 

- 

- 

Hip  

... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 - 

- 

- 

Other  Bones  & Joints 

. . . 

- 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

Slcin  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

... 

- 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

1 - 

— 

- 

Other  Forms  

... 

- 

7 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

i;  - 

- 

- 

NERVOUS  SYSTEM— 

' 

Epilepsy  

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

o 

- 

- 

- 

1 - 

- 

- 

Chorea 

. . • 

4 

6 

— 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

17 

— 

- 

- 

14  - 

- 

- 

Other  Conditions 

... 

o 

6 

- 

10 

4 

o 

w 

12 

- 

- 

- 

171  - 

- 

1 

DEFORMITIES— 

i 

Rickets  

. • • 

r» 

1 

— 

6 

6 

1 

4 

35 

37 

— 

— 

1 

18;  - 

— 

1 

Spinal  Curvature 

• • . 

/ 

1 

25 

— 

— 

4 

- 

5 

— 

- 

— 

3 

- 

Other  Forms  

. . . 

16 

2 

104 

- 

21 

5 

29 

2 

11 

- 

45 

- 

37  - 

3 

— 

Other  Defects  & Diseases 

... 

47 

43 

23 

8 

116 

80 

16 

9 

1185 

- 

20 

15 

379i  - 

i 

18 

9 

Ele. — Elementary.  Si)3. — Special.  Sec. — Secondary.  Nm‘. — Nursery. 


B.  Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excludinj^  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


GROUP 

(D 

NUMBER  OP  CHILDREN 

Percentage  of 
Children  found 
to  require 
Treatment 

(4) 

Inspected 

(2) 

Found  to  require 
Treatment 

(3) 

CODE  GROUPS 

Entrants 

893 

135 

15T 

Intermediates 

1,031 

184 

17-8 

Xj03>V^01*S  •••  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

1,007 

181 

18-0 

Total  (Code  Groups)  

2,931 

500 

170 

Other  Routine  Inspections  

290  ' 

47 

lG-2 

27 


Epileptics  Suffering  from  epilepsy  Attending  Public  Elementarj"  Schools 

(contimied)  which  is  not  severe  At  no  School  or  Institution 
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TABLE  IV.  Returns  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  Dec.,  1932. 

'rUKATMKA'r  TAUl.K. 

(ilU)lJP  1.-- -MINOR  AILMFjNTS  (excluding  Uiicleaulincss.  Tor  which  sec 

(iroup  V.)  - ^ 


Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment 
during  the  year 

DISEASE  OR  DEFECT 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authorit3'’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(1) 

SKIN— 

Ringworm — Seal[) 

20 

4 

30 

Ringworm — Body 

37 

5 

42 

Scabies 

i o 

1 

70 

Impetigo 

020 

7 

027 

Other  Skin  Disease  .... 

20S 

10 

218 

MINOR  EYE  DEFECTS 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 

eases  falling  in  Grout)  II.)  .... 

252 

5 

257 

MINOR  EAR  DEFECTS  

250 

14 

270 

MISCELLANEOUS 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores. 

chilblains,  etc.) 

975 

30 

1.005 

Total  .... 

2,449 

70 

2.525 

GROUP  II. -^DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (exchidiiio-  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Groii})  I.) 


No.  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

DISEASE  OR  DEFECT 

Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme 

Submitted  to 
Refraction  by 
private  practitioner 
or  at  hospital, 
apart  from  Author- 
ity’s Scheme 

otherwise 

Total 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
S(|nint) 

59.) 

5 

11 

Oil 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  re- 
corded in  Grou])  I.)  .... 

52 

3 

55 

Total 

047 

5 

14 

000 

Total  number  oi‘  children  for  whom  s])eetaeles  were  prescribed — 
(n)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme.  KR.  (/>)  Otherwise.  10. 


Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  — 
(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme,  411.  (/>)  Otherwise.  10. 


TABLE  \y . —c<n}l}}iu('(f . 


CiKOUl'  riT.  TliKATMKNT  OF  DFFKATS  OF  XOSF  AM)  THROAT. 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  tiie 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic 
or  Hospital 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Author- 
ity’s Scheme 

Total 

Received  other 
forms  of 
Treatment 

Total  number 
Trea  ted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

294 

1 

295 

982 

077 

(iROUP  rv 

. DEXTAL 

DEFEC  TS. 

(1)  Xiinibcr  of  children  who  were 
{a)  Ins[)ectc(l  l\v  the  Dentist  ; 
A<red  : 


m 

Ch 

73 

o 

u 

o 


O 

c 


I iy  .. 

..  781  \ 

(3  .. 

..  SCO 

..  1001 

<S  .. 

..  1062 

J •• 

..  10871 

no  .. 

02  / 

11  .. 

..  055 

12  .. 

..  875 

13  .. 

(3(3(3 

VI 4 . 

43 

Total  Tl-rui 


Specials 

Orand  Total 


01  t 
,s.‘3()(; 


{h)  Found  to  recpiire  treat- 
ment ....  ....  o()h‘) 

(e)  Actually  treated  ....  2010 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : - 
Tns])eetion,  (33  ; Treatnu'nt.  3(37. 

Total.  430. 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children 

for  treatment,  3.(300. 

(4)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth.  01 S:  T(“m- 
porary  Teeth. 

Total.  <)1.S. 

(5)  Fxtraetions  : — 

Permanent  d'ceth.  707  ; Tem- 
porary  Teeth.  3177. 
total.  4274. 

((5)  Administ  1‘ations  of  general 
ana'stludies  I’or  (‘xtraetions.  . 


(7)  Other  oi)erations  : — 

PermaiUMit  Teeth.  3r)0  ; 'rem- 
porary  Teeth.  42. 

1 'I'otal.  tOl. 

GROUP  V.  I XC'LFAXITXFSS  AM)  VFR.MIXOUS  FOXOnTOXS. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  ])er  .school  made  diiritig  the  year  bv  the  School 
Xnrses,  11. 


(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  bv  School 
Xhirses,  17,065. 


(iii.)  Xumber  of  individual  children  found  unclean.  (352. 

(iv.)  Xumber  ol  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local 
Pldneation  Authority.  - . 


(v.)  Number  of  ea.ses  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
{a)  Under  the  Education  Act.  1021,  - 
{!))  Under  School  xAttendanee  Rye-Laws,  — . 


82 


1 


4 


TABLE  V. — Dental  Examinations. 


« 

SCHOOL 

No. 

of  Children 
examined 

No.  reqiiiring 
treatment 

No.  of 
children 
treated 

Per- 

centage 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Albert  Road 

339 

339 

188 

188 

70 

37-2 

Alderman  Leach 

129 

121. 

250 

85 

88 

173 

69 

39.8 

Arthur  Pease 

36 

103 

1.39 

10 

54 

64 

14 

21-8 

Beaumont  Street 

246 

258 

504 

138 

111 

249 

123 

48-0 

Bondgate  ... 

160 

115 

275 

105 

74 

179 

48 

38-6 

Borough  Road 

148 

167 

315 

85 

97 

182 

64 

35-2 

Cockerton  ... 

69 

109 

178 

42 

68 

no 

56 

51-0 

Corporation  Road  ... 

228 

519 

747 

137 

296 

433 

192 

44-3 

Dodmire  ... 

319 

332 

651 

197 

203 

400 

191 

47-8  ^ 

Gurney  Pease 

56 

81 

137 

41 

52 

93 

50 

53-7 

Harrowgate  Hill 

199 

221 

420 

117 

140 

257 

130 

50-6 

Haughton... 

140 

112 

252 

103 

89 

192 

104 

54  1 

Holy  Family 

48 

64 

112 

32 

36 

68 

16 

23-6 

Holy  Trinity 

62 

91 

153 

29 

42 

71 

10 

14*0 

North  Road 

149 

504 

653 

85 

286 

371 

212 

57-2 

Reid  Street 

445 

183 

628 

210 

no 

320 

177 

55*3  • 

Rise  Carr  ... 

172 

147 

319 

108 

95 

203 

92 

45.3  ^ 

St.  Augustine’s 

307 

275 

582 

163 

150 

313 

151 

48-3  ^ 

St.  John’s 

260 

251 

511 

148 

153 

301 

153 

50 '9 

St.  William’s 

63 

55 

118 

42 

44 

86 

44 

51 -1 

Central  Secondary  ... 

56 

52 

108 

30 

38 

68 

48 

70-1 

Grammar 

74 

— 

74 

49 

— 

49 

7 

14-2 

High  

— 

72 

72 



38 

38 

14 

36-8 

Junior  Technical 

74 

— 

74 

35 

— 

35 

20 

57-1 

Kendrew  St.  Central 

169 

— 

169 

77 

— 

77 

39 

50-6 

Open-Air  ... 

63 

64 

127 

41 

40 

81 

37 

45-6 

Barnard  ... 

40 

30 

70 

13 

9 

22 

7 

31-8 

N ursery 

46 

44 

90 

16 

14 

30 

18 

60-0 

Total 

4097 

3970 

8067 

2326 

2327 

4653 

2156 

46-4 

